
HOUSE No. 442.

Lowell, Massachusetts, May, 1881.
Hon. Charles J. Noyes,

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Sir, The “ Socidtd Sfc. Jean Baptiste de Lowell, Mass,”
a national and benevolent society of the Canadian-French of
Lowell, organized in 1869 and incorporated in 1870, accord-
ing to the laws of the Commonwealth, at a regular meeting
held May 4, 1881, unanimously adopted the following reso-
lutions :

RESOLUTIONS.

Whereas , The Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor,
in his Twelfth Annual Report to the Hon. Chas. J. Noyes,
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth, denounced the presence of the Canadian-French as
an objection to the system of ten hours’ labor, calling them
the “ Chinese of the East; a horde of industrial invaders; a
deceitful people who seek their amusements in drinking,
smoking, and lounging,” etc., etc., it is

Resolved, That we deny each and every accusation con-
tained in said report, and that we protest most energetically
against these insinuations made against the French Canadians
of the Eastern States.

Resolved, That it is the duty of all and every French
Canadian in New England to strongly protest against this
report so far as it concerns them.

Resolved, That a copy of these presents be submitted to
the Legislature of this Commonwealth, with our prayers to
consider.

J. W. PARADIS, President.
J. H. Guillet, Secretary.

A true copy of the record
Attest: J. H. Gdillbt, Secretary.

dommomucnltl) of iHnssacljusctta.
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Lowell, May, 1881
Hon. Charles J. Noyes,

Speaker of the House of Representatives:

Sir, The French Canadians of Lowell, feeling aggrieved
at the report of Colonel Carroll D. Wright, Chief of the
Bureau of Statistics of Labor, assembled at a mass meeting,
May 5,1881, and passed the following resolutions, which they
humbly present for your consideration :

RESOLUTION.

Whereas, The Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor,
in his report to the Hon. Charles J. Noyes, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Massachusetts, declares that the
presence of the French Canadians in the Eastern States is an
objection to the system of ten hours of labor in manufactur-
ing establishments; and

Whereas, Lowell is the greatest manufacturing district of
the Eastern States, and the number of French Canadians is
much greater than in any other centre in New England ; and

Whereas , We recognize unanimously the wisdom of the ten
hour system,

Resolved, That we protest energetically against this portion
of the report of the Bureau of Statistics, as being entirely
groundless; and

Whereas, For the past fifteen years, agents of the manu-
facturers have been sent to Canada to solicit its inhabitants
to come to the States, promising them good places and good
wages; and

Whereas, By repeated invitations this class of population
has come to this section to live in this land of liberty; and

Whereas, The Chief of the Bureau of Statistics in his re-
port called them “ the Chinese of the East,” —it is

Resolved, That we deny with indignation the epithet, and
protest strongly against this portion of the report as being
injurious to our race.

Whereas, We Canadian French of New England are yet,
for the most part, ignorant of the English language, but as
soon as we become acquainted with the language and the
habits and customs of this country we recognize the high
wisdom of the institutions,
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Resolved, That we protest against the part of the report
which says that “ we do not care for the institutions—civil,
political, or educational in this country.”

Whereas , Since the French Canadians have come to this
section they have reached a population of four hundred
thousand in New England; and whereas a large number
have become proprietors, paying large taxes; and whereas
for the most part the young men propose to make their home
here,

Resolved , That we protest against the portion of the re-
port which says that we “ are a horde of industrial invaders.”

Whereas , We have to live five years in this country before
we can become citizens of this glorious republic, and the
Frenoh-Canadians have been here in large numbers but five
or six years, there are over two hundred voters of this class
in Lowell alone,

Resolved, That we protest with energy against the portion
of the report which says, that “voting, with all that it im-
plies, they care nothing about, nor rarely does one of them
become naturalized.”

Whereas, We recognize the necessity of sending our chil-
dren to school, and having done so continually, petitioning
the city of Lowell to find school-rooms for our children,

Resolved, That we protest strongly against the portion of
the report which “ that they will not send their children
to school if they can help it, and that they deceive also about
their schooling with brazen effrontery.”

Resolved, That whereas the French-Canadians of Lowell
have established two national benevolent societies, two lite-
rary societies, which give literary and dramatic representa-
tions twice a month, a band that give occasional public con-
certs, and three societies for children, furnishing them with
proper amusements ; and

Whereas, In our population, which is above ten thousand in
Lowell, the average found guilty of intoxication before the
police court of Lowell is not over twelve per annum, it is

Resolved, That we protest strongly against the portion of
the report which says that “ drinking, and smoking, and
lounging are the sum of their amusements. ’

J. H. GUILLET, President.
E. H. K ING, Secretary.

A true copy — Attest:
E. H. King, Secretary.
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Lowell, May, 1881.
Hon. Charles J. Noyes,

Speaker of the House of Representatives'. —

Sir, —

“L’Association des Jeunes Gens Catholiques,” a
literary society of Lowell, Mass., organized in 1878, at a
meeting held May 4,1881, adopted unanimously the following

RESOLUTION.

Whereas, Colonel Carroll D. Wright, chief of the bureau
of statistics of labor, in his report to Hon. Charles J. Noyes,
speaker of the House of Representatives, has most unjustly
and injuriously treated the French-Canadian population of
the Eastern States, it is

Resolved, That we protest most energetically against each
and every allegation, contained in the said report, having a
tendency to injure in any way the good standing of the
French-Canadian nationality.

JEAN G. COTE,
President.

H. CONSTANTINEAU, Jr.,
Secretary.

A true copy Attest;
H. CONSTANTINEAU, Jr.,

Secretary.
We earnestly request that the above resolution be trans-

mitted to the Legislature for their early consideration.
A. J. G. C.-

H. CONSTANTINEAU, Jb.
Secretary.

Resolutions protesting against certain portions op

Carroll D. Wright’s Annual Report op the Bu-
reau op Statistics.
Whereas, The Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor,

Hon. Carroll D. Wright, in his report to the Hon. Charles J.
Noyes, Speaker of the General Court of Massachusetts, de-
clares that the presence of the French Canadians in the
Eastern States is an objection and an obstacle to the system
of ten hours of labor in manufacturing establishments; and
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Whereas, Such an accusation should not he allowed to
pass unrebuked as the calumny of a prejudiced and unin-
formed mind against so respectable a portion of population
as the four hundred thousand Canadians in the Eastern
States represent; and

Whereas, We recognize unanimously the wisdom of the
ten-hour system, be it

Resolved, That we, the French Canadians of Hudson, in
public meeting assembled, protest earnestly against that
portion of Carroll D. Wright’s report which declares our
presence, there or elsewhere in the State, to be an objection
or obstacle to the introduction of that system; and

Whereas, For the past fifteen years, agents of the manu-
facturers of New England have been sent to Canada to
solicit its inhabitants to come to the States, promising them
good places and good wages; and

Whereas, It is by repeated invitations that this class of
population has come to this section to live in this land of
liberty; and

Whereas, They have been called by the Chief of the
Bureau of Statistics “the Chinese of the East,” —be it

Resolved, That we protest indignantly against the injustice
of the comparison, and qualify it as injurious to our industri-
ous, indefatigable, docile, moral, and religious race'; and

Whereas, Though many of us are not fully versed in the
English language or acquainted with the habits and customs
of the country, still we recognize the high wisdom of its
institutions, be it

Resolved, That we protest against that part of the report
which says that we do not care for the institutions, civil,
political or educational of the country; and

Whereas, Since the French Canadians have come to this
section, they have reached a population of four hundred
thousand in New England ; and

Whereas, A large number have become land and property
holders, paying their share of the taxes; and

Whereas, For the most part, the young men propose to
here make their homes, be it

Resolved, That we protect against that portion of the
report which says that “we are a horde of industrial invad-
ers ;

” and
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Whereas, Although a large number of French Canadians
have been here but five or six years, yet they still seek to
maintain their proportion of naturalized citizens of the
United States, be it

Resolved, That we protest with energy against the state-
ment of the report which says, “ they care little for voting,
with all that it implies, nor rarely does one of them become
naturalized ”

; and
Whereas, We recognize the necessity of sending our chil-

dren to school, and have done so continually, —be it
Resolved, That we protest against that portion of the

report which declares that “they will not send their children
to school, if they can help it, and that they deceive also about
their schooling with brazen effrontery ”

; and
Whereas, The French Canadians of Hudson have esta-

blished a national benevolent and literary society, which
gives literary and dramatic representations, furnishing proper
amusements; and

Whereas, In our population, the average found guilty of
intoxication, or graver crimes, is quite small, be it

Resolved, That we protest against that portion of the
report which asserts that “ drinking and smoking and loung-
ing are the sum of their amusements.”

Resolved, That in drawing his conclusions henceforth, the
honorable Chief of the bureau pays more attention to that
rule of logic which forbids drawing universal principles from
particular cases, thus condemning the mass for the faults of
some.

Resolved, That these resolutions, signed by a committee of
five citizens, including our pastor, be transmitted to our
honorable Representative to the General Assembly, E. M.
Stowe, with the request that he publicly present them to the
honorable Speaker, Chas. J. Noyes.

P. A. McKENNA, Pastor,
J. J. DeNOYER, M.D.,
P. O. DUPONT,
PETER SHARON,
J. A. COURTEMANCHE,
FRANK L. FRANCIS,

■Committee on Resolutions.






