
HOUSE No. 234.

[House, Xo. 145, as passed to be engrossed by the House. 1

Commomoealtt) of iUossacfyusette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

AN ACT
To authorize the Cities of Boston and Cambridge to

construct and maintain a Bridge over Charles River.

Be it enacted hrj the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled,

and h\j the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge
2 are authorized to construct a bridge and avenue across
3 Charles River, from a point on Beacon Street, in
4 Boston, to a point in Cambridge west of the westerly
5 line of the Boston and Albany Railroad. The loca-
-6 tion of said bridge and avenue shall be determined
7 by the city councils of said cities acting separately,
8 subject to the approval of the board of harbor and
9 land commissioners so far as it affects the harbor,
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10 and subject, moreover, to the limitation, that the
11 line thereof shall not be north-east of a line drawn
12 from the junction of Beacon Street and West Ches-
-13 ter Park, in Boston, to the junction of the Boston
14 and Albany Railroad withPutnam Avenue, extended,
15 in Cambridge. Said bridge shall have a draw
16 with a clear opening of at least thirty-eight feet in
17 width for the passage of vessels.

1 Sect. 2. Said bridge shall be constructed of such
2 materials as the said cities may agree upon, but on

3 iron or stone piers and abutments, to be of such size,
4 shape, and construction, and be at such distance
5 from one another, as the said board of harbor and
6 land commissioners, upon application made by said
7 cities upon such notice as said board may deem
8 proper, and after a hearing thereon, shall determine
9 and certify to each of said-cities; and no pier or

10 abutment shall be built except in accordance with
11 such certificate. The avenue, with the exception of
12 the portion within the harbor lines, may be con-

-13 structed of solid filling, with the approval of the said
14 board of harbor and land commissioners. Neither
15 city separately shall enter upon the construction of
16 said bridge, but they shall jointly proceed to con-

-17 struct the same in accordance with plans to be sub-
-18 mitted to and approved by the councils of said cities
19 concurrently, and by the said board of harbor and
20 land commissioners.

1 Sect. 3. Each city may, within its own limits,
2 purchase or otherwise take lands, not exceeding one
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3 hundred and twenty-five feet in width, for said
4 bridge and avenue ; and all the proceedings relating
5 to such taking shall be the same as in the case of
6 land taken for highways within said cities respect-
-7 ively, with like remedies to all parties interested;
8 and betterments may be assessed for the construction
9 of said bridge and avenue in each city in like man-

-10 ner as for the laying out of highways under the bet-
-11 terment acts in force in each city respectively, with
12 like remedies to all parties interested.

1 Sect. 4. Each of said cities shall bear the ex-
-2 pense, including land damages, of constructing such
3 part of said bridge and avenue as lies upon its own
4 side of the Charles Eiver; but the expense of con-
-5 structing so much thereof, including the draw, as
6 shall lie between the harbor lines, shall be borne by
7 both cities in such proportion as may be agreed upon
8 by the two cities. The care and management of said
9 bridge and draw shall be vested in a board of com-

-10 missioners, consisting of one person from each city,
11 chosen in accordance with such ordinances as said
12 cities shall respectively establish, and until such
13 commissioners are chosen the mayors of said cities
14 shall ex-ojficiis constitute such commissioners.

1 Sect. 5. Said avenue and bridge, when com-
-2 pletcd, shall be a public highway, and the expense
3 of maintaining in repair that part thereof which lies
4 between the harbor lines, and of keeping the draw
5 in repair, and of tending the draw day and night for
6 the passage of vessels, shall be borne equally by the
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7 two cities, and all damages recovered by reason of
8 any defect or want of repair in that part of the
9 bridge between the harbor lines, or in the draw,

10 shall be paid equally by said cities.

1 Sect. 6. Said avenue may cross at grade any
2 railroad operated by steam, and the board of railroad
3 commissioners shall, upon the application of either
4 city or any railroad corporation, prescribe the details
5 of the crossing, and certify to the parties its decis-
-0 ion, which decision may be enforced by proper pro-
-7 cess in equity.

1 Sect. 7. Each of said cities may issue bonds in
2 payment, in whole or in part, of the expense incurred
3 by it under this act. Such bonds may bear interest,
4 payable semi-annually, at a rate not exceeding six
5 per cent per annum, and shall be payable at such
6 time, not less than ten nor more than thirty years
7 from their respective dates, as shall be determined
8 by said cities respectively, and expressed upon the
9 face of the bonds. Nothing, however, contained

10 herein shall warrant an increase of municipal indebt-
-11 edness beyond the limitations prescribed by section
12 four of chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall be void unless that portion
2 of the bridge between the harbor lines shall be cou-

-3 structed within ten years from the passage hereof.

House of Representatives, March 20, 1882.

Passed to be cncrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

GEO. A. HARDEN, Clerk.


