
HOUSE No. 73.

House of Representatives, Feb. 5, 1884.

The Committee on Water Supply, to whom was referred
the petition of the “ mayor of Cambridge, that the city of
Cambridge be authorized to take land on the borders of
Fresh Pond, and for other authority in connection therewith,”
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee

C. W. KINGSLEY.

(Hommomocaltl) of illaosacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four,

AN ACT
To provide a further supply of Water for the City of

Cambridge, and to take Land around Fresh Pond
to preserve the Purity of the Water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:
1 Section 1. The city of Cambridge, for the
2 purpose of supplying said city and the inhabitants
3 thereof with pure water for the extinguishment of
4 fires, for domestic and other purposes, may (in
5 addition to the powers heretofore granted to said
6 city) take, hold and convey into and through said
7 city the waters of Fresh Pond in said city, and
8 may take and hold by purchase or otherwise such
9 land in the bed of said pond and on and around

10 the margin thereof within the following described
11 territory, to wit: Beginning at a point on Con-
-12 cord turnpike, at the crossing of the Watertown
13 branch of the Fitchburg Railroad, thence running
14 westerly on the southerly side of said turnpike
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15 to Washington street, thence southerly on the
16 easterly side of Washington street to the bonnd-
-17 ary line between Cambridge and Belmont, thence
18 southerly on said boundary line to Cushing street,
19 thence on the northerly side of Cushing street
20 and a proposed circular avenue on Strawberry
21 Hill, so-called, to a point on the easterly line of
22 Kirkland street, produced thence in a line about
23 one hundred and fifty feet from the borders of
24 Fresh Pond to a point one hundred feet easterly
25 from the Watertown branch of the Fitchburg Rail-
-26 road, thence northeasterly, running parallel with
27 said railroad to Lexington avenue, thence on the
28 westerly side of Lexington avenue and Fresh
29 Pond drive to the place of beginning. And may
30 by excavation, filling or otherwise, make such
31 changes in the bed and on and around the mar-

-32 gin of said pond, as in the opinion of the water
33 board of said city, or (in case there be at the time
34 no such board) in the opinion of the city council
35 of said city, may be necessary for the preservation
36 of the purity of the water of said pond, and for
37 the improvement of said pond as a storage reser-
-38 voir for water from other sources; and may also
39 take and hold in like manner such land in the
40 pond and on and around the margin thereof,
41 within the above described territory as in the
42 opinion of the water board of said city, or (in case
43 there be at the time no such board) in the opinion
44 of the city council of said city, may be necessary
45 for erecting and maintaining dams and reservoirs
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46 and for laying and maintaining conduits, pipes,
47 drains and other works for collecting, conducting
48 and distributing said water in and through said
49 city.

1 Sect. 2. Said city by its mayor shall, within
2 sixty days after taking any lands for the purposes
3 of this act, file in the registry of deeds of the
4 county and district in which such land lies a

5 description thereof, sufficiently accurate for iden-
-6 tification, with a statement of the purpose for
7 which the same is taken, signed by the mayor.

1 Sect. 3. Said city, for the purposes aforesaid,
2 may build aqueducts and maintain the same by
SJ-any works suitable therefor; may erect and main-
-4 tain dams; may make and maintain suitable res-
-5 ervoirs; may make and establish such public
6 fountains and hydrants as may from time to time
7 be deemed proper, and may change or discon-
-8 tinue the same; may regulate the use of water,
9 and establish the price or rents to be paid there-

-10 for, and collect the same by process of law. Said
11 city may also, for the purposes aforesaid, carry
12 its pipes and drains over or under any water-
-13 course, street, railroad, highway or other way, in
14 such manner as not to obstruct the same; and
15 may enter upon and dig up such road, street or

16 way, for the purpose of laying down, maintain^
17 ing or repairing pipes or drains, and may do any
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18 other things necessary and proper in executing the
19 purposes of this act.

1 Sect. 4. Said city shall be liable to pay all
2 damages sustained by any persons or corporations
3 by the taking of or injury to any of their land,
4 water, water-rights, rights of way or property,
5 or by the constructing of any aqueduct, reservoir
6 or other works for the purposes aforesaid. If any
7 person or corporation, sustaining damages as

8 aforesaid, cannot agree with said city upon the
9 amount of said damages, he may within three

10 years from such taking or construction have them
11 assessed in the same manner as is provided by
12 law with respect to land taken for highways.

1 Sect. 5. All the rights, powers and authority
2 given to the city of Cambridge by this act shall
3 be exercised by said city, subject to all duties, lia-
-4 bilities and restrictions herein contained, in such
5 manner and by such agents, officers and servants
6 as the city council shall from time to time ordain,
7 direct and appoint.

1 Sect. 4. Whoever wantonly or maliciously
2 diverts the water, or any part thereof, taken or
3 held by said city pursuant to the provisions of
4 this act, or corrupts the same, or renders it im-
-5 pure, or destroys or injures any dam, aqueduct,
6 pipe, conduit, hydrant, machinery or other works
7 or property held, owned or used by said city,
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8 under the authority and for the purposes of this
9 act, shall forfeit and pay to said city three times

10 the amount of the damages assessed therefor, to
11 be recovered in an action of tort; and on convic-
-12 tion of either of the wanton or malicious acts
13 aforesaid, may also be punished by tine not ex-
-14 ceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprison-
-15 ment not exceeding one year in the house of cor-

-16 rection in said county of Middlesex.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall be void unless
2 accepted by the city council of Cambridge within
8 three months from its passage.






