
HOUSE No. 82.

House of Representatives, Feh. 6, 1884.

The Joint Committee, who were appointed to consider
what action should he taken by the legislature concerning
the death of Wendell Phillips, have attended the funeral of
Mr. Phillips in obedience to the order of the two branches,
and submit the following resolutions ;

Messrs. HERBERT C. JOYNER of Berkshire,
EDWARD P. LORINCt of Worcester,
ALBERT E. PILLSBURY of Suffolk,
OWEN A. GALVIN of Suffolk,
JOHN F. ANDREW of Suffolk,

Of the Senate.
Messrs. JOHN I. BAKER of Beverly,

JOHN Q. A. BRACKETT of Boston,
HORACE L. BOWKER of Boston,
AARON G. WALKER of Boston,
JOHN F. WARNER of Northampton,
JOHN R. MURPHY of Boston,
JULIUS C. CHAPPBLLE of Boston,
LLOYD E. WHITE of Taunton,
ROBERT TREAT PAINE, Jr., of Waltham,
JAMES HEWINS of Medfield,

Of the House.

Commonujcaltl) of Massachusetts.
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In I lie Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four

RESOLUTIONS

On the Death of Wendell Phillips.

Resolved, That Massachusetts mourns in profound
grief the death of Wendell Phillips, but she thanks
God with unspeakable joy for the mighty life which now
passes away from earth.

Indomitable champion of every sufferer, uncompromis-
ing foe of every oppressor, this fearless son of Massachusetts
has, for half a century, roused the people of this State
and nation into indignant wrath at the great national
wrongs which our generation inherited from the past.

Especially may the colored race rejoice that it pleased
God to raise up in their behalf this inspired advocate of
their inalienable rights, this terrible denunciator of their
wrongs, this sincere sympathizer with their sufferings,

this brave, true, stalwart friend.
Their rights vindicated before the world, and now

established beyond question and enjoyed in peace, their
wrongs wiped out, their sufferings soothed and healed,
their race set free, enfranchised, educated, elevated:
long will the colored race remember, —how can they ever
forget, their debt of gratitude to Wendell Phillips,
to whom was due, as much as to any man on earth, this
revolution in their lot.
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Almost equally may the white race rejoice that they
have been saved in no small degree by Wendell Phillips
from the shame of the longer perpetration of this infa-
mous outrage upon their colored brethren; rejoice that
they were aroused by him, and a few others helping, from
the lethargy with which they viewed these wrongs, —and
now load the name and fame of Wendell Phillips with
imperishable honor, striving to make amends for the
social ostracism, and the obloquy, and the hatred, and the
threats, and the assaults, even to the endangering of his
life, which for a time, in the heyday of his life and when
those who stood by his side were few, he endured with-
out flinching in his fearless advocacy of the anti-slavery
cause.

Wendell Phillips came to this greatest movement of
our time and country superbly equipped by nature and by
culture with great powers.

His intense earnestness carried conviction home to his
hearers, his tenderness touched their hearts with irresisti-
ble sympathy, his pathos moved them to tears, his vehe-
mence carried them on with contagious fire, his command-
ing presence filled them with respect, his simplicity and
directness and almost absence of manner, left them in
doubt whether art were perfect or wholly absent.

Exquisite in his culture, overflowing in wealth of diction,
confining the causes which he advocated to those where his
heart was full, so that he rarely spoke except by inspira-
tion, Wendell Phillips has long stood foremost among
the orators whom we have been privileged to hear. Gifted
by nature with a voice of exquisite smoothness, sweet-
ness, flexibility and grace, and yet of wonderful power,
when roused in some great cause, the whole man grew
instinct with the fire and force of impassioned oratory;
and he swept his audience almost at his will, yet always
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without apparent effort, through the varying emotions
which he sought to stir.

Not to the needs of his own country alone could
Wendell Phillips limit his sympathy. The whole
world had no wrong which did not set his soul on fire, to

hate it always, and to abate it if he could.
Irishmen found in Wendell Phillips a brilliant advo-

cate of the rights of their country, and listened to his
terrific invective against their oppressors with keen appro-
bation, surpassed only by their delight at his vivid charac-
terization of their great compatriot.

Russian oppression roused the wrath of Wendell
Phillips so that his sympathy with their sufferings knew
no bounds.

What other reformer of our time has been led by his
hatred of injustice to rise equally with Wendell Phillips

to the height of the prayer, blended with imprecation, of
the Roman poet:

“Fiat justitia, mat coelum.”

The terrible evils of intoxication led no man to be a
stronger advocate of prohibition than Wendell Phillips.

The rights and interests of the working classes found
in him a devoted friend.

Generous sympathy with distress easily moved him to

pour out his means in unseen ways to the humblest appli-
cants, and yet so silently that no records remain on earth
save in the hearts who love him.

Strong faith and deep piety marked his walk through
life. His fellow-citizens have always respected him for
every domestic virtue, and for a grandly stoical simplicity
of life.

Full of the generous spirit of self-sacrifice, seeking no

public honor, devoting his life and his great powers to the
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cause of the oppressed even to his own great loss, stand-
ing firm against any and all injustice like the rugged hills
of his native State, volcanic in his outbursts of wrath
against oppression, Wendell Phillips stands as the
strongest type of the fearless, uncompromising, intolerant
New England Reformer.












