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House of Representatives, April 24, 1884.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was
referred the Order relative to the expediency of investigat-
ing the of pilotage in force in this Commonwealth
and the practices of the pilots under the same, with a view
to a modification of the law relating to pilotage in the differ-
ent harbors of the Commonwealth, and the petition of the
Boston Marine Insurance Company and thirteen others, the
marine underwriters of Boston, for a reduction of the rates
of pilotage in the port of Boston, and several petitions for
legislation relative to a change in the pilot laws of the Com-
monwealth, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEORGE L. CLARK.

(Hommcmtucaltf) of iflassadjusette.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
Concerning Pilotage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Every vessel bound into the har-
-2 bor of Boston, liable to pilotage, which shall
3 arrive within a line drawn from Harding’s Ledge
4 to the Graves and thence to JNahant Head, with-
-5 out having been offered the services of a pilot,
6 shall be exempt from the payment of pilotage
7 fees; bnt if thereafter she requests and receives
8 such services she shall pay the regular rates.

1 Sect. 2. Any vessel of not more than three
2 hundred and fifty tons register, bound into the
3 port of Boston, declining the services of a pilot,
4 shall, if otherwise liable under the provisions of
5 law to the payment of pilotage fees, be liable
6 only for one-half of the regular fees; but if such
7 vessel request and receive such services, she shall
8 be held to pay the regular fees therefor.
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1 Sect. 3. ISo vessel of under three hundred

2 and fifty tons register, bound out from the port
3 of Boston, shall be held to pay pilotage fees for
4 services tendered and declined; but if such ves-
-5 sel request and receive such services the regular
6 fees shall be paid therefor.

1 Sect. 4. Section thirty-two of chapter sev-

-2 enty of the Public Statutes is amended to read as

3 follows:
4 Sect. 32. All passenger steam vessels,regulated
5 by the laws of the United States, and carrying a
6 pilot commissioned by United States commission-
-7 ers, all vessels regularly employed in coasting
8 trade, all fishing vessels other than whalers, and
9 all vessels of less than seven feet draught of

10 water shall be exempt from the compulsory pay-
-11 ment of pilotage.

1 Sect. 5. Whenever any vessel exempt from
2 the compulsory payment of pilotage requests the
3 aid of a pilot, he shall serve such vessel in like
4 manner as vessels not so exempt, and shall be
5 entitled to the regular compensation therefor.

1 Sect. 6. Section thirty-nine of chapter sev-
-2 enty of the Public Statutes is amended to read as
3 follows:
4 Sect. 39. IST) person who does not hold a com-
-5 mission as a pilot shall, if a commissioned pilot
6 offers his services or can be obtained within a
7 reasonable time, assume or continue to act as
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8 pilot in the charge or conduct of any vessel
9 within the waters of this Commonwealth, unless

10 he is a person actually employed on such vessel
11 for the voyage. Whoever commits a breach of
12 the provisions of this section shall be liable to a

13 penalty of not less than twenty nor more than
14 fifty dollars for each oftence.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of September next.


