
HOUSE .... No. 386.

[House, No. 868, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
Providing for Compensation for Damages occasioned

by the erection of Telegraph and Telephone
Lines.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:
1 Section 1. Section four of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and nine of the Public Statutes is hereby
3 amended to read as follows:
4 Sect. 4. An owner of land abutting upon a
5 highway or road along which telegraph or tele-
-6 phone, electric light or electric power lines shall
7 hereafter be constructed, erected or altered in
8 location or construction by any telegraph or tel-
-9 ephone electric light or electric power company,
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10 if said owner’s property is in any manner inj ti-

ll riously affected or lessened in value, whether by
12 occupation of the ground or of the air, destruc-
-13 tion or mutilation of the trees, interference with
14 access to or escape from buildings, increased
15 difficulty of putting out fires, obstruction of the
16 view, presentation of unsightly objects or other-
-17 wise, by such construction, erection or altera-
-18 tion in location or construction of any such tele-
-19 graph or telephone line, whether such owner is
20 also the owner of the fee in such way or not, may
21 within three months after such’ consti’uction, erec-
-22 tion or alteration apply to the mayor and alder-
-23 men or selectmen to assess and appraise his dam-
-24 ages. Before entering upon the service the
25 mayor and aldermen or selectmen shall severally
26 be sworn faithfully and impartially to perform
27 the duties required of them by this act. They
28 shall on view make a just appraisement in writ-
-29 ing of the loss or damage, if any, to the applicant,
30 sign duplicates thereof and on demand deliver
31 one copy to the applicant and the other to the
32 company or its agent. If damages are assessed
33 the company shall pay the same with the costs of
34 the appraisers. If the appraisers award that the
35 applicant has suffered no damage he shall pay
36 the costs of the appraisers.

1 Sect. 2. If any such telegraph or telephone
2 company shall not pay the amount of the dam-

-3 ages appraised, as provided in section one of this
4 act, or in case of appeal the amount of the final
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5 judgment, within thirty days after demand, the
6 mayor and aldermen or selectmen may, upon re-
-7 quest of the person in whose favor such appraise-
-8 ment or judgment was made, remove all the posts,
9 wires or other structures of such company from

10 that portion of the street or way upon which the
11 laud of such person abuts. Before the mayor and
12 aldermen or selectmen remove any such posts,
18 wires or other structures, they shall leave a writ-
-14 ten statement at the office of such company, in
15 such city or town, of the time when and place
10 where they intend to remove such posts, wires or
17 structures not less than forty-eight hours prior to
18 such removal. If such company has no office in
19 such city or town such notice shall be deposited
20 in the post-office, postage prepaid, and directed
21 to such company at its office in some city or town
22 in the county. The city or town so removing any
23 such posts, wires or structures may recover the
24 expense thereof of such company. Nothing in
25 this section shall prevent such judgment creditor
26 from the collection of the amount due him in the
27 manner provided by law.

House of Representatives, May 12, 1884.

Passed to he engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

Edward A. McLaughlin,
Clerk.




