
HOUSE No. 72.

House of Representatives, Feb. 10, 1885.

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the
order relative to obtaining the opinion of the Justices of the
Supreme Judicial Court as to the constitutionality of certain
sections of the act to improve the civil service of the Com-
monwealth and the cities thereof, report, recommending as
a substitute therefor, the accompanying Order.

For the Committee,

PHILIP J. DOHERTY.

Commomocaltl) of itlaosadjusctte.



2 [FebCIVIL SERVICE ACT.

House op Representatives, Feb. 10, 1885.

Whereas, The legislature of 1884 passed an act, entitled
“An Act to improve the Civil Service of the Common-
wealth and the Cities thereof; ” and

Whereas, The commissioners appointed under said act
have prepared certain rules herewith submitted, which hav-
ing been approved by the governor and council, and duly
published, are by the terms of said act soon to go into oper-
ation ; and

Whereas, This House has pending before it a bill appro-
priating six thousand five hundred dollars to defray the ex-
penses of said commissioners in the supervision of the
administration of the rules aforesaid, a substantial portion of
which sum is to be expended by said commission in the ad-
ministration of certain of said rules which have been given
a limited application ; and

Whereas, This House, before making any further appro-
priations for the purposes of the civil service commission
appointed under said act, desires to be advised as to the con-
stitutionality of certain provisions of said act and said rules;
therefore it is

Ordered, That the opinion of the justices of the supreme
judicial court be required upon the following important ques-
tions of law, viz. :

(Hommcmrocaltl) of ittaosacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.
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First. Are the provisions of said act, which authorize
said commissioners to prepare rules for the selection of per-
sons to fill certain offices named in section two of said act;
which provide for a penalty for the violation of said rules
when established and published, as required by said act;
and which provide that said rules may be given a general or
limited application, constitutional?

Second. Are the rules prepared by said commissioners
and approved by the governor and council, and published as
required by said act, a legal exercise of power lawfully con-
ferred ?

Third. Are the rules which are made applicable to the
city of Boston only, valid?

EDWARD A. McLAUGHLIN, Clerk.




