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[Mr. Stevens of Boston moves to substitute this bill for the report of
the Committee oh Election Laws, inexpedient to legislate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To enforce the Duty of Suffrage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

1 Section 1. It is and shall be the duty of all
2 persons having the qualifications of voters pre-
-3 scribed in section one of chapter six of the Pub-
-4 lie Statutes, to cause themselves to be registered
5 as voters, and to cast their ballots at the polls at
6 each national, state, county, town and municipal
7 election held within the towns or cities wherein
8 they respectively reside.

€ommomx)caltl) of illaesadjusette.



2 [Feb.DUTY OF SUFFRAGE.
1 Sect. 2. Whoever being lawfnlly entitled to
2 vote, as prescribed in the preceding section, in
3 any town or city at any national, state, county,
4 town or municipol election, shall fail, neglect or
5 refuse to cast his ballot' at such election, shall
6 forfeit and pay for each offence not less than five
7 nor more than twenty dollars: 'provided , that no
8 person shall be liable to the penalty of this sec-
-9 tion whose failure to vote is caused by illness, or

10 by absence from the town or city in which he is
11 entitled throughout the whole time during which
12 his ballot might be cast, or by circumstances be-
-13 yond his control.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever being lawfully entitled to
2 be registered as a voter, as prescribed in the first
3 section of this act, shall fail, neglect or refuse to
4 do everything which is necessary upon his part
5 to secure such registration, shall forfeit and pay
6 for each offence not less than five dollars nor
7 more than twenty dollars: provided, that no per-
-8 son shall be liable to the penalty of this section
9 whose failure to secure registration results from

10 illness, from the neglect or default of other per-
il sons, or from absence from his town or city
12 throughout the whole time during which his reg-
-13 istration might have been made.

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the select-
-2 men, ward or precinct officers at every election
3 to make and sign a list of the names of the voters
4 who fail to vote at such election, and to transmit
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5 said list with the other election returns to the
(5 town or city clerk, to be filed in his office as a
7 public record.

1 Sect. 5. Constables and police officers shall
2 within their respective towns and cities arrest
3 and prosecute every person whom they may have
4 reason to believe to be guilty of violating the
5 provisions of this act, and one-half of any for-
-6 feiture which may be incurred and recovered
7 under this act shall be paid to the complainant.




