
HOUSE .... No. 120.

[Mr. Whipple of Brockton, gives notice that he will move to substi-
tute this Bill for the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, inexpedi-
ent to legislate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To amend Chapter Two Hundred and Sixteen of

the Public Statutes Relating to Fire Inquests.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:
1 Section 1. When property is destroyed by
2 fire, it shall be the duty of the chief engineer of
3 the city, or the chairman of the board of selectmen
4 of the town in which such fire occurs, to make a
5 written report within three days thereafter to the
6 justice of a police, municipal or district court, or
7 to a trial justice, setting forth the time, place and
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8 circumstances attending such fire, together with
9 the names of all parties believed to have knowl-

10 edge of the cause and origin of the same. And
11 if the justice of such court or the trial justice has
12 reason to believe the fire to have been of incen-
-18 diary origin he shall thereupon issue a warrant
14 for an inqhest to a constable of such town or city,
15 requiring him to summon all parties believed to
16 have knowledge of the origin of such fire to ap-
-17 pear at a time and place expressed in the war-
-18 rant, to testify where and by what means the fire
19 originated.

1 Sect. 2. Any chief engineer of a city, or chair-
-2 man of the board of selectmen of a town, neglect-
-8 ing to make such report, shall forfeit the sum of
4 twenty-five dollars.

1 Sect. 3. The fees and expenses of the inquest
2 shall be audited by the judge of said court, or the
8 trial justice holding said inquest, and paid by the
4 county treasurer.

1 Sect. 4. So much of chapter two hundred and
2 sixteen of the Public Statutes as is inconsistent
3 with this act is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


