
HOUSE No. 184.

House of Repuesentatives, March 16, 1885.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the annual report of the State Board of Health,
Lunacy and Charity, report in part the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN PIERCE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To secure more Certainty and Greater Unanimity in

Furnishing Notice in the Cases of Sick State Poor
and of Wife’s Settlement.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows;

1 Section 1. Chapter eighty-six of the Public
2 Statutes is hereby amended by striking out sec-
-3 tions twenty-five, twenty-six and thirty-one of
4 said chapter, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
6 No city or town officer shall be allowed to send
7 to the almshouse any person infected with small-
-8 pox or other disease dangerous to the public
9 health, or any other sick person whose health

10 would be endangered by removal; but all such
11 persons liable to be maintained by the Common-
-12 wealth shall be supported during their sickness
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IB by the city or town in which they are taken sick,
14 and notice of such sickness shall be given to the
15 state board, which may examine the case and
16 order the removal of the patient if it deems
17 it expedient: provided, that the notice herein re-

1S quired, in cases of sick persons whose health would
19 be endangered by removal, shall be signed by the
20 overseers of the poor, or by such officer as they
21 may see fit by special vote to appoint, and they
22 or he shall certify, after a personal examination,
23 that in their or his opinion such removal of the
24 person named in such notice, at the time of his
25 application for aid, would endanger his health.

1 Sect. 2. The expense incurred by a city or

2 town under the provisions of the preceding sec-

-3 tion, after notice has been given as therein re-
-4 quired, shall be reimbursed by the Common-
-5 wealth, the bills for such support having been
6 approved by the state board, or by some person
7 designated by it, the bills so audited being en-

-8 dorsed with a distinct declaration that the amount
9 charged for has been paid from the city or town

10 treasury.

1 Sect. 3. The expense of thus supporting the
2 person who is a state pauper under the provisions
3 of section thirty of said chapter eighty-six, writ-
-4 ten notice having been given to the state board
5 within twenty days from the time when such aid
6 shall be first given, shall be paid by the Common-
-7 wealth, reference being had to the expense of
8 supporting such person at the almshouse if thereto
9 committed.




