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House of Representatives, May 15, 1885.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of Walter Shanly, to be reimbursed for loss sustained
by reason of his contract with the State for completing the
Hoosac Tunnel, have examined the same, and the under-
signed members of said Committee find, that by reason of
the State’s engineer insisting on the contract being carried
out in accordance with his interpretation of it, notwithstand-
ing the contractor protested against such interpretation, and
petitioned the Governor and Council to be relieved from the
same, which contract was made and executed under the sup-
position and belief that the mountain was a dry mountain,
when in fact it was a wet mountain, and that belief and sup-
position was established by reason of the report of Prof.
Hitchcock, who was employed by the State to make an ex-
amination of and report upon the condition of said moun-
tain, we therefore find that by the arbitrary orders of the
State’s engineer the petitioner lost $260,495.62 ; that the
petitioner has received $131,000, which should be deducted
from said amount, and also the sum of $50,000, which is the
amount drawn out by the contractors for their personal ex-
penses ; we therefore, for these and other reasons, report the
accompanying Resolve.

JESSE M. GOVE,
JOHN F. O’CONNOR,
DANIEL MULLEN,
HERBERT M. FEDERHEN,
PATRICK F. DEVNEY,

Committee.
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The undersigned members of the Committee on Claims
dissent from this report, and report, leave to withdraw.

FRANCIS BIGELOW,
H. C. JOYNER,

Senators.
PERLEY P. PERHAM,
EMORY S. BATES,

House.

House of Representatives, June 2, 1885.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Resolve in favor of Walter Shanly, because of lack of time
to give a full hearing in which both the claimants and the
State may be represented, report, asking leave to be dis-
charged from the further consideration of the same.

For the Committee,

A. W. BEARD.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

RESOLVE

In favor of Walter Shanly.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the treas-
ury of the Commonwealth, to Walter Shanly the sum of sev-
enty-nine thousand four hundred and ninety-five and sixty-
two one hundredths dollars, in full settlement for all losses
that said Shanly has sustained growing out of the construc-
tion of the Hoosac Tunnel, providing said Shanly shall
execute and deliver to the State Treasurer a release under
seal, releasing the Commonwealth from any and all claims
that he may have by reason of said work.
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