
HOUSE No. 457.

House of Representatives, June 11, 1885.

The'Committee on Taxation, who were instructed to con-
sider the expediency of legislation to prevent over valua-
tion by assessors of property subject to taxation, and to
secure a more equal valuation of such property throughout
the Commonwealth; also the expediency of legislation
relative to limiting the rate of taxation, and providing for
just and reasonable valuation of taxable property in the
cities and towns of the Commonwealth ; also the expedi-
ency of legislation relative to providing for a more equitable
valuation of property by assessors for purpose of taxa-
tion ; and also the expediency of legislation relative to
amending the present system of taxation so that the burdens
may be more equally borne, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To secure a fair and equal Valuation throughout the

Commonwealth ofProperty subject to Taxation.

Be it enacted by ike Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows;

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and two of
2 chapter twenty-seven of the Public Statutes is
3 hereby amended so as to read as follows:
4 Sect. 102. Every assessor, assistant assessor
5 or other person chosen to assess taxes or deter-
-6 mine or assist in determining the value of prop-
-7 erty for the purpose of taxation, shall, before
8 entering upon the duties of his office, take an

9 oath which shall be in substance as follows:
10 I, having been chosen to assess taxes and esti-

-11 mate the value of property for the purpose of
12 taxation for the town [or city] of for the
13 year [or years] ensuing, do swear that I will
14 truly and impartially, according to my best skill
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15 and judgment, assess and apportion all such taxes
16 as I may during that time assess; that I will nei-
-17 ther overvalue nor undervalue any property sub-
-18 ject to taxation, and that I will faithfully dis-
-19 charge all the duties of said office.

1 Sect. 2. Every assessor, assistant assessor or
2 other person chosen to assess taxes or determine
3 or assist in determining the value of property for
4 the purpose of taxation, who, having notice of his
5 election, neglects to take the oath prescribed by
6 the preceding section before entering upon the
7 duties of such office shall be liable to the penalty
8 provided in section one hundred and four of
9 chapter twenty-seven of the Public Statutes.

1 Sect. 3. Every assessor of any city or town
2 or other person chosen to determine the valuation
3 of property for the purpose of taxation who shall
4 knowingly fix any such valuation of any property
5 at a less sum than its full and fair cash value in
6 order that the taxpayers of such city or town
7 may escape payment of their just proportion of
8 any state or county tax, or for any other fraudu-
-9 lent or corrupt purpose, or who shall knowingly

10 fix the valuation of any such property at a higher
11 sum than its full and fair cash value for the
12 purpose of evading or aiding in the evasion of
13 any law which, at the time such valuation is
14 made, is in force limiting municipal indebtedness,
15 or the rate of taxation, to a percentage of valua-
-16 tion, or for any other fraudulent, corrupt or
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17 malicious purpose, shall be punishable by a fine
18 not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by im-
-19 prisonment not exceeding six months, or by both
20 such fine and imprisonment.










