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Executive Department Boston, June 18, 1885.

To the Senate and House ofRepresentatives.
An examination of the workshops connected with the

state prison has been recently made, by my order, by of-
ficers White, Dyson and Buxton, acting as inspectors, and
a copy of their report is herewith transmitted, accom-
panied with a plan of the premises particularly referred
to.

It will be apparent from the inspectors’ report that re-
pairs not heretofore contemplated are required without
delay, not only with a view to save the property from de-
terioration, but also to guard against accidents which
might occur by reason of the weakness of the walls and
floors.

The simple presentation of the facts renders unnecessary
any argument in support of timely and efficient action,
and I therefore invite your consideration before the time
of your final adjournment.

Precise estimates of the amount of money needed for
the work cannot be prepared and given to you without
detaining you longer in session than now appears other-
wise probable; but lam of the opinion, upon the infor-
mation furnished me, that authority should be granted for
the expenditure of twenty thousand dollars, or so much
thereof as shall be found necessary, for the purposes
named.

Governor.
GEO. D. ROBINSON,

tiLommomoeoltt) of illassculjusette.
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To His Excellency Oeorge D. Robinson.

Governor, In compliance with your order of June 3d,
to the chief of the district police, wc reported on the follow-
ing day to the warden of the Massachusetts State Prison as
ordered, and under his directions we have made an examina-
tion of the several sections of the brick workshops and of the
chain shops, and we have the honor herewith to submit the
following report and accompanying plans, together with
recommendations.

The plan shows the ground floor of the brick workshops
drawn to a scale of three-sixteenths of an inch to a foot,
showing the location of the posts supporting the second
floor. Dotted lines also indicate the position of the cross
beams on the girders. Sectional drawings are also given
showing the deviation of the walls from a vertical line, ando 7

also the bearing of the main timbers in the walls at the
points marked on plan ; one of these, a tie beam, has a
bearing of only one and one-fourth inches on the west wall,
as indicated on sectional drawing of division 5 and marked
T. Also a longitudinal section showing the deflection of one

“ O

of the main cross beams. To this beam is attached one of
the hangers of the main shaft.

For convenience of reference the plan has been numbered
in divisions, from one to five inclusive, beginning at the east-
erly end of the building near the north wing of the prison.

Beginning with division numbered one, which is occupied

Commonrocaltl) of iHassacljusetls.

REPORT.
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on the first floor for prison uses, and on the second and third
floors for a harness shop, we find the northerly wall in a bad
condition; the second and third floors are also bad, and
many of the floor joists are defective.

The entire northerly wall of this division should be rebuilt;
the first story to be (20) twenty inches, the second (16)
sixteen inches and the third (12) twelve inches in thickness.
Also, that the brick wall between this division and division
No. 2 should be carried up to at least one foot above the
roof, and there should be new floors in the second and third
stories.

In division No. 2, which is occupied principally in the
manufacture of iron bedsteads, the floors in second and third
stories are in bad condition. There should be new floors in
both stories.

In division No. 3 there should be new floors throughout.
The northerly wall of this section should be rebuilt from the
easterly end of the division to the elevator, where marked
A—B on plan, the walls to be same thickness as recom-
mended for division No. 1. Some of the cross beams
in this division are in a bad condition ; the deflection (3|")
of one of these beams, to which the main shafting is hung, is
shown on the section marked C—D on the plan. The sec-
tion marked A—B shows both the front and rear walls to be
out of plumb, the deviation from a vertical line being from
3 to 5 inches.

In division No. 4 portions of the second and third floors
are in a very bad condition. Both the floor boards and
joists should be new. The centre window in the northerly
end under the girder should be bricked up so as to properly
support the girder, and a window can be put in on each side
of the present window to give sufficient light.

In division No. 5 the entire westerly wall should be re-
built of the same thickness as recommended for the new wall
of division 1. There should be new upper floors for the
second and third stories. The girder supporting the second
floor, from the northerly wall of this division to the third
post, marked G— II on plan, should be replaced by a hard-
pine stick of the same size as the present spruce one. The
deviation of the westerly wall of this division from a vertical
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line is shown on the sectional drawing marked E— F, the
dotted lines being plumb. The wall at this point overhangs
six and three-eighth inches.

We recommend that all of the posts throughout the build-
ings on the first floor should rest on stone piers, from four
to six inches above the floor. This will obviate the necessity
of putting in considerable new timber, by cutting off the
decayed portion of the present posts and preventing such
decay of the posts in the future.

There should be new window sash throughout the build-
ing, except those that have been recently put in, and all the
window frames in the new walls recommended should be
new.

In regard to the chain shop, we can only say that we do
not think it would be wise economy to do anything to the
present building, except to keep it in necessary repair until
a new shop can be built.

It was impossible for us to get at and examine all the
minor points about the building under the conditions im-
posed upon us, and it is likely that the changes recom-
mended will lead to the necessity of further alterations and
repairs, but we believe that such alterations need not be very
expensive beyond the recommendations of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed) JOHN T. WHITE,
JOS. M. DYSON,
WARREN S. BUXTON,

State Inspectors of Factories and Public Buildings.


