
HOUSE No. 64.

House or Repeesentateves, Feb. 12, 1883.

The Committee on Woman Suffrage, to whom was referred
the petition of Harriet A. Rogers and four thousand and
thirty-five others for the enactment of a law enabling women
to vote in presidential elections, and in county, town and
municipal affairs, and for an amendment to the State Consti-
tution giving to women the same political rights as are now
enjoyed by men, report, in part, the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN HOPKINS.

CommomDcaltl) of iftasßacfyusetts.

[Messrs. Bakeus of the Senate, and Kilduee of the
House, dissent, and recommend that the petitioners have
leave to withdraw.]
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

AN ACT
Giving to Female Citizens the right to vote for city

and town officers, to hold city and town offices, and
to vote in town meetings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and, House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. Every female citizen of twenty-
-2 one years of age and upwards (exceptingpaupers,
8 persons under guardianship and persons excluded
4 by article twenty of the amendments to the con-
-5 stitution), who has resided in the State one year,
6 and in the city or town in which she claims the
7 right to vote six months next preceding any elec-
-8 tion of city or town officers, and who shall have
9 paid by herself or her trustee, parent or guardian,

10 any city or town tax which, within two years next

11 preceding such election, has been assessed upon
12 her, in this State,and any female citizen otherwise
13 qualified, who shall, by law, be exempted from

Commonwealth of iftaseai^usetig.
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14 taxation, shall have the right to vote in all such
15 elections for city and town officers.

1 Sect. 2. Every female citizen of any town,
2 duly qualified to vote for town officers, shall have
3 the right to vote upon all municipal subjects and
4 questions which may legally come before any town
5 meeting, with all the powers of male citizens at
ti such meetings.

1 Sect. 8. Every female citizen duly qualified to
2 vote for city and town officers may hold any city
3 or town office to which she may be elected or ap-
-4 pointed.

1 Sect. 4. Any woman, who is a citizen of this
2 State, and above the age of twenty years, may at
3 any time on or before the fifteenth day of October,
4 in any year, give notice to the assessors of the
5 city or town in which she resides, that she desires
6 to pay a poll-tax, and she shall thereupon be as-
-7 sessed for her poll, as a city or town tax, a sum
8 not exceeding fifty cents, and the assessors shall,
9 on or before the twentieth day of October, return

10 her name to the clerk of the city or town in the
11 list of the persons so assessed.

1 Sect. 5. All laws in relation to the registra-
-2 tion of voters shall apply to women upon whom
3 the right to vote is hereby conferred and the
4 names of such women may be placed on a sep-
-5 arate list.
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1 Sect. 6. The name of any female citizen
2 which has once been registered and placed on the
3 voting list ofany city or town, shall be continued
4 on such list so long as she continues to reside in
5 such city or town and to pay any city or town
6 tax that has been assessed upon her in this State,
7 within two years previous to any voting day.
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The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Woman
Suffrage, respectfully beg leave to submit their views, as
follows :

It has not been shown to our satisfaction that the public
welfare is to be promoted by the adoption of woman
suffrage. We assume that our law makers, the fathers,
sons and brothers of the women of our beloved Common-
wealth, will not only suffer no injustice to be done to their
female relatives, but that they will ever stand ready and
eager to secure for them legal protection in every right
which involves their interests and happiness. This has been
done in the past by bestowing upon the women even greater
privileges than those enjoyed by the men. Unmarried
females and widows are allowed, under certain conditions,
to hold property to the amount of five hundred dollars
exempt from taxation, an exemption that for many years
was not allowed to men, and now only to minors and men
far advanced in years. The law holds the husband responsi-
ble for the support of his wife and children, while the
property of the wife is not responsible for the support of
her husband, nor for the support of the children unless the
husband is unable to support them and they have not
sufficient property 0f their own. Women are not to be
employed in manufacturing establishments more than ten
hours a day; but no such legal prohibition is extended to
males, except minors under eighteen years of age. The
penalty for violation of this statute is a fine not less than
fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. The law also
requires persons and corporations employing females to pro-

VIEWS OF THE MINORITY.
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vide suitable seats, with permission to use them when not
necessarily engaged in active duty, under a penalty of not
less than ten nor more than thirty dollars for each offence;
but no such provisions are required for the comfort and
convenience of male employees.

We are convinced that no considerable portion of the wo-
men of this Commonwealth desire to enlarge their sphere of
action to the extent that the proper exercise of suffrage
would demand. The result of the experiment giving the
ballot to women in the election of school committees, con-
firms us in the opinion that women generally would accept
the duty of voting only under compulsion. The voluntary
testimony of many of our most intelligent women, in the
middle as well as in the higher and lower walks of life,
is to the same effect. One of the remonstrances pre-
sented to the present legislature is signed by fifty-six names,
obtained by a lady in a single street of this city, in which
every woman found at home had opportunity to sign or re-
fuse. Five declined to act either way, being indifferent to
the subject, while one other, only, expressed an opinion in
favor of woman suffrage. Several of these remonstrants are
tax-payers, and all are women of intelligence and respect-
ability, belonging to different classes of society. Another
remonstrant says:

“How is the priority of ‘right’ in regard to ‘woman
suffrage’ to be decided? A certain number of persistent
women claim as a ‘right’ the privilege of voting. By far
the greater number claim the ‘right’ of exemption from
voting. We believe that we serve our country more faith-
fully and certainly, now, with our present opportunities,
than would be possible if the ballot were thrust upon us.
We claim that men are meddling with women’s business,
that they are arbitrary and unreasonable, when they suggest
that we are not doing our part in our sphere, as efficiently as
they with the ballot, and that we should be Jorced to aid them
in their way thus interfering with our God-given ‘ rights.' ”

We are told by its advocates that the demand for woman

suffrage is in the interest of those who arc obliged to depend
upon their own labors for support. The chief reason

assigned is that thereby the wages of females may be made
equal to the wages paid the other sex. But how the ballot
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is to effect this we are not informed. The law of supply and
demand is more potent in such matters than legal enact-
ments. We are assured by one of the leading dry-goods
dealers in this city, that the}' prefer young men for their re-
tail department, because their lady customers themselves
prefer trading with them. The men receive better wages
because their services are worth more, not because of any
legislation in their favor. Business has an eye to the main
chance, and if it discovers that it can best secure its object
by the employment of one sex in preference to the other, the
law of the land cannot successfully interfere. Or if there is
such an over-supply of applicants for positions in any de-
partment of labor, that the lowest bidder receives the
appointment, law cannot change the result. The remedy
must come from some other source than the law or the
ballot.

We cannot ignore the fact that nature itself, in the crea-
tion of the sexes, has endued each with characteristics and
qualifications suited to their different sphei’es. Throughout
the animal kingdom the male is the acknowledged defendero O

of the female and her young. Man is endowed with strength
and courage for the protection of his wife and children, and
if he fails to fulfil his duty towards them in this respect, the
scorn and detestation of the community justly fall upon his
head. Our suffragist friends quote the good Book to prove
that woman was created the equal of man, to be his com-
panion. But we cannot forbear remarking, in this connec-
tion, that it was said to her, “ Thy husband shall rule over
thee.” It seems to us that here is the institution, true
origin, and normal condition of the family ; that the Creator
wisely designed it to be a unit, the man to be its head and its
representative. In this arrangement we have the foundation
of the perfect home the better part of all that is left to ns
of paradise.

The advocates of woman suffrage give us, as their stand-
ard argument, the old plea that there should be no taxation
without representation. The argument is very plausible and
did excellent service during our revolutionary struggle. Par-
liament levied taxes on our people, apparently without regard
to property rights, or personal rights, or any other rights
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except the right to be governed and the right to pay taxes.
Under these circumstances we acknowledge their right to
rebel whenever the power of parliament became oppressive.
Yet it is worthy of note that our people at length abandoned
the principle that taxation and representation should go hand
in hand. We have the anecdote that Dr. Franklin illustrated
his sober second thought of the matter in this way : “If we
require as a qualification for voting that a man shall own a
jackass, and the animal dies, the man loses the right to vote
till he possesses another. Now, is the qualification in the
man or in the jackass?” The fact is that in this Common-
wealth the right to vote is not based on a property qualifica-
tion. And property alone has no right to representation
recognized by our laws. The essential qualifications of
voters in this State are manhood, residence, ability to read
the constitution in the English language, and to write one’s
name, and the payment of any county or State tax assessed
within two years. This last requirement is fully met by the
payment of the tax known as the “ poll-tax” a tax upon
the person, and in no sense a property tax.

We are often reminded that our language has no sweeter,
dearer word than Home, and that many other nations have
no word that is equivalent to it, none that calls up such hal-
lowed associations and patriotic sentiments. Our lamented
poet, the late John Howard Payne, whose remains are now
on their way to their burial in his dear native laud, em-
balmed the thought in the familiar lines :

“ Mid pleasures and palaces, though we may roam,
Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.”

We are told that the French soldiers when in foreign lands
were forbidden to sing their national hymn lest it should
cause them to desert, though facing death as a punishment.
It was not the song alone that so powerfully affected them,
it was the home that the song recalled. The central figure
of the home is the mother. She cannot undertake the duties
of public life without paying less attention to her home
duties. We do not believe that the mother in public life
will rear a family so well as the mother who is not a poli-
tician.
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It hardly need be said that the permanence of our govern-
ment is closely allied to the virtue and intelligence of our
people. The virtue and intelligence of our people depend
largely upon the character of the home and the mother. It
is the early training under such home influences as the past
has furnished that gives promise and hope for the future.

Cherishing the views herein presented, we respectfully
suggest that the petitioners for Woman Suffrage have leave
to withdraw.

ALVAIS' BARRUS.
WILLIAM KILDUFF.








