
HOUSE No. 210.

House of Repeesentatives, March 14, 1883.

The Committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was recommitted the Resolve and Article of Amendment to
the Constitution providing for biennial elections and bien-
nial sessions of the legislature (Senate, No. 37), report that
the accompanying Resolve and Article should be substituted
therefor.

For the Committee,

HENRY H. SPRAGUE.

&ommonu)caltl) of Massachusetts.
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in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-Three.

RESOLVE

Providing for Biennial Elections and for Biennial Sessions
of the General Court.

Resolved, By both Houses, That it is expedient to alter the
Constitution of this Commonwealth by the adoption of the
subjoined article of amendment; and that the said article,
being agreed to by a majority of the Senators and two-thirds
of the members of the House of Representatives present and
voting thereon, be entered on the journals of both Houses,
with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to the
General Court next to be chosen ; and that the said arti-
cle be published, to the end that if agreed to in the manner
provided by the Constitution, by the General Court next to
be chosen, it may be submitted to the people for their ap-
proval and ratification, in order that it may become a part
of the Constitution of the Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment.

Senators and Representatives shall hold their respective
offices for terms of two years, beginning with the first
Wednesday in the January succeeding their election and
continuing until the day appointed for the assembling of the
next succeeding General Court.
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The Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Councillors
shall hold their respective offices for two years next fol-
lowing the first Wednesday in the January succeeding their
election, and until others are chosen and qualified in their
stead.

The Secretary, Treasurer and Receiver-General, Auditor,
and Attorney-General shall hold their respective offices for
two years, beginning with the third Wednesday in the Jan-
uary succeeding their election, and until others are chosen
and qualified in their stead.

A person shall be eligible as Treasurer and Receiver-Gen-
eral for three successive terms, and no more.

The first election to which this article shall apply shall be
that held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in
November in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-four,
and thereafter elections for the choice of all the officers
before mentioned shall be held biennially on the Tuesday
next after the first Monday in November.

The General Court first chosen under the provisions of
this article shall assemble on the first Wednesday in Jan-
uary in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and
thereafter the General Court shall assemble biennially on
the first Wednesday in January; and each General Court
shall, without any proclamation or other act of the Governor,
be dissolved on the day next preceding the day so appointed
for the assembling of the next succeeding General Court,
but nothing herein contained shall prevent the General
Court from assembling at such other times as it shall adjudge
necessary, or at any times when it shall be called together by
the Governor.

All the provisions of the existing Constitution incon-
sistent with the provisions herein contained are hereby
annulled.




