
HOUSE No. 271

[Mr. Mellen of Worcester gives notice that he will move to sub-
stitute this bill for the report (S) of the Committee on Prisons, reference
to the next General Court, on a petition relative to the establishment
of a reformatory for male prisoners.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

AN ACT
To establish a Reformatory for Male Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section" 1. The commissioners of prisons are
2 authorized to establish in the town of West-
3 borough a reformatory for male prisoners, to be
4 known as the Massachusetts Reformatory; and
5 that portion of the buildings heretofore occupied
6 by the state reform school for boys iu said
7 Westborough, which was constructed in the year
8 eighteen hundred and seventy-six, together with
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9 such portion of the farm upon which said build-
-10 ings are located as shall be selected as herein-
-11 after provided, are devoted to that purpose.
12 Said commissioners shall prepare said buildings
13 for occupancy, and are authorized to make the
14 contracts necessary to carry this section into
15 effect; provided, that the aggregate expenses
16 and liabilities incurred under this section shall
17 not exceed five thousand dollars. The said com-

-18 missioners and the trustees of the state primary
19 and reform schools shall select the portion of
20 land to be devoted to the purposes of said reform-
-21 atory; and in case they shall fail to agree in
22 making such selection, the matter shall be re-
-23 ferred to the governor and council, who shall
24 make such selection. The chapel of said reform
25 school may be occupied as a chapel for said
26 reformatory at such hours as said trustees shall
27 fix.

1 Sect. 2. The commissioners of prisons shall
2 receive no compensation for their services under
3 this act, but shall be reimbursed for expenses
4 actually incurred by them.

1 Sect. 3. When the buildings are ready for
2 occupancy the commissioners of prisons shall
3 notify the governor and council; and if the said
4 buildings are accepted by the governor and coun-

-5 cil, the governor shall issue his proclamation estab-
-6 lishing the Massachusetts Reformatory. When
7 such proclamation has been issued, and from time
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8 to time thereafter, said commissioners may remove
9 to said reformatory such male prisoners con-

-10 fined in the jails or houses of correction of the
11 several counties, or in the House of Industry at
12 Deer Island, in the city of Boston, as they con-
-13 sider likely to be benefited by reformatory in-
-11 Huences.

1 Sect. 1. The commissioners of prisons, when-
-2 ever they consider it necessary, may remove from
3 said reformatory to the place of imprisonment
4 from which he was received, any prisoner trans-
-5 ferred to said reformatory under the provisions
6 of the preceding section.

1 Sect. 5. On application of the trustees of the
2 state primary and reform schools, the comrais-
-3 sioners of prisons may cause any boy confined in
4 the state reform school for boys at Westborough
5 upon a sentence for any offence, to be transferred
6 to said reformatory. The said commissioners,
7 upon application of said trustees, may cause a

8 boy so transferred to be returned to said state
9 reform school. They may also, with .the consent

10 of said trustees, cause any boy not more than
11 seventeen years of age, confined in said reforma-
-12 tory, to be transferred to said state reform school.

1 Sect. 6. A prisoner transferred or returned
2 as aforesaid shall serve in the place of confine-
-3 ment to which he is so transferred or returned the
4 remainder of his original term of sentence.
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1 Sect. 7. Every order for the removal of a
2 prisoner under this act shall be signed by the
3 secretary of the commissioners of prisons, and
4 directed to the officer making the removal. All
5 mittimuses, processes, and other ollicial papers or

G copies thereof by which a prisoner is held, shall
7 be transferred with him.

1 Sect. 8. Any order for the removal of a pris-
-2 oner under the provisions of this act may be
3 executed by any officer authorized to serve civil
4 processes in any county in this Commonwealth:
5 provided , however,

that any order of removal
6 made under the provisions of section live of this
7 act shall be executed by the superintendent of
8 said state reform school.

1 Sect. 9. After the establishment of the said
2 reformatory, any male person between the ages of
3 fourteen and seventeen years convicted of any
4 offence not punishable by death or by imprison-
-5 ment for life, may at the discretion of the court or
G magistrate imposing the sentence, be sentenced
7 thereto, or to said state reform school, until he is
8 twenty-one years of age, and police, municipal,
9 and district courts and trial justices shall have

10 jurisdiction concurrent with the superior court in
11 such cases.

1 Sect. 10. Any male person convicted of
2 drunkenness, if he has been convicted of a like
3 offence twice before within the twelve months
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4 next preceding, may be punished by imprisonment
5 in the said reformatory for a term not less than
6 one year. Any male person convicted of being a
7 common drunkard may be punished by imprison-
-8 ment in said reformatory for a term not less than
9 one year.

1 Sect. 11. The costs of the commitment of any
2 person sentenced to said reformatory shall be paid
3 by the county from which he is committed. The
■1 costs of the removal of any person to or from said
5 reformatory shall be paid from the treasury of the
6 Commonwealth, the bills thereof having received
7 the approval of the commissioners of prisons.

1 Sect. 12. The officers of the reformatory shall
2 consist of a superintendent, who shall be ap-
-3 pointed by the governor and council; and an in-
-4 structor and a deputy superintendent, both of
5 whom shall be appointed by the superintendent,
6 subject to the approval of the said commissioners.
7 Each of said officers shall receive such compensa-
-8 tion as the said commissioners shall determine,
9 subject to the approval of the governor and conn-

-10 cil. The superintendent shall hold his office
11 during the pleasure of the governor and council,
12 and the instructor and the deputy superintendent
13 during the pleasure of said superintendent and
14 said commissioners.

1 Sect. 13. The superintendent may appoint and
2 employ such watchmen, shop instructors, and
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3 other assistants as the commissioners of prisons
4 shall authorize; but all the appointments made by
5 him, and the salaries of all persons so employed,
6 shall be subject to the approval of said commis-
-7 sioners; and persons so appointed shall hold their
8 positions during the pleasure of said superinten-
-9 dent and said commissioners.

1 Sect. 14. The superintendent shall have the
2 custody and control of all prisoners committed to
3 the said reformatory, and shall have the manage-
-4 ment and direction of the reformatory under the
5 rules and regulations of the same. He shall,
6 before entering upon the duties of the office, give
7 to the treasurer of the Commonwealth a bond, in
8 such sum and with such sureties as the governor
9 and council shall approve, conditioned that he shall

10 faithfully account for all money placed in his
11 hands, and for the faithful performance of his
12 duties. He shall purchase all supplies necessary
13 for the said reformatory, and shall have the cus-
-14 tody and control of the buildings and property of
15 the Commonwealth connected therewith. He
1(3 shall cause to be kept in suitable books a full and
17 accurate statement of the property, expenses, in-
-18 come, and business of the said reformatory. He
19 shall make to the commissoners of prisons such
20 reports as they shall require of him.

1 Sect. 15. When the office of superintendent
2 is vacant, or the superintendent is absent from
3 the said reformatory or unable to perform the
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4 duties of his office, the deputy superintendent
5 shall have the powers and perform the duties of
6 the superintendent.

1 Sect. 16. The instructor shall devote his
2 whole time to the instruction of the prisoners and
3 the promotion of their moral and religious well-
-4 being.

1 Sect. 17. The commissioners of prisons shall
2 have the general supervision of the said reform-
-3 atory, and shall make all necessary rules and reg-
-4 ulations for the government and direction of the
5 officers in the discharge of their duties, for the
6 discipline of the prisoners and the custody and
7 preservation of the property of the said reforma-
-8 tory. They shall make special provision for
9 grading and classifying the prisoners and estab-

-10 fish rules for dealing with them according to their
1 1 behavior, industry in labor, and diligence in study.
12 All rules and regulations adopted by the said
13 commissioners shall be subject to the approval of
14 the governor and council. The said commis-
L 5 sioners shall, with the superintendent, cause pro-
-16 vision to be made for the employment of the
17 prisoners; but no contract for the labor of the
18 prisoners shall be made without the approval of
19 the governor and council. In making such con-

-20 tracts the said commissioners shall endeavor to
21 establish in said reformatory such industries as
22 will enable prisoners employed therein to learn
23 valuable trades.
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1 Sect. 18. All moneys received by the super-
-2 intendent for labor of the prisoners or for articles
3 sold shall be paid over to the treasurer of the
4 Commonwealth as often as once in each month.

1 Sect. 19. The salaries and pay of all officers
2 and employes at said reformatory, and all bills for
3 supplies and for other expenditures for said reform-
-4 atory shall be paid monthly from the treasury of the
5 Commonwealth, the same having first been certi-
-6 tied by the auditor of the Commonwealth upon
7 schedules (accompanied by vouchers), enumerat-
-8 ing the bills and pay-rolls. Said schedules shall
9 be certified by the superintendent and approved

10 by the commissioners of prisons. A full record
11 of the pay-rolls and bills shall be kept by the
12 superintendent, and the originals shall be de-
-13 posited with the auditor of the Commonwealth as

14 vouchers.

1 Sect. 20. The superintendent of said reform-
-2 atory shall annually make to the commissioners
3 of prisons, on or before the first da}7 of November,
4 a report of the affairs of said reformatory, includ-
-5 ing a detailed statement of the receipts and ex-
-6 penditures of the year ending on the thirtieth
7 day of September, with such other facts and such
8 recommendations as he shall desire to present,
9 and such report, together with the recommenda-

-10 tions of said commissioners, shall be included by
11 them in their annual report. Three hundred cop-
-12 ies of the superintendent’s report shall be printed
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13 separately from the report of the said commis-
-11 sioners, for the use of the superintendent.

1 Sect. 21. Persons imprisoned in said reform-
-2 atory may be employed upon the land, selected as
3 provided in section one; and whoever escape-
-1 from said land shall be deemed to have escaped
5 from said reformatory.

1 Sect. 22. When it shall appear to the com-

-2 missioners of prisons that any person imprisoned
3 in said reformatory has reformed, they may issue
1 to him a permit to be at liberty during the remain-
-5 der of his term of sentence, upon such conditions
6 as they deem best; and they may revoke said per-
-7 mit at any time previous to its expiration: pro-
's vided, however, that no permit shall be issued to a
!) person sentenced for an offence against person or

10 property without the consent of the court which
11 imposed the sentence, or, in case the sentence
12 was imposed by the superior court, the consent of
13 the district attorney of the county or district
11 where said person was convicted. The violation
15 by the holder of a permit, granted as aforesaid, of
16 any of the terms or conditions of such permit,
17 or the violation of any of the laws of this Com-
-18 monwealth, shall of itself make void said permit.

1 Sect. 23. Any court or trial justice having
2 jurisdiction of criminal offences, when notified by
3 the commissioners of prisons that a permit issued
1 under the provisions of the preceding section has
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5 been revoked or has become void, shall issue a

6 warrant for the arrest of the person holding such
7 permit, and shall remand him to the said reforma-
-8 tory, where he shall be detained according to the
9 terms of his original sentence; and in computing

10 the period of his confinement, the time between
11 his release upon said permit and his return to the
12 prison shall not be taken to be any part of the
13 term of the sentence: provided, Tioivever, that if
14 the person for whose arrest said warrant is issued
15 is confined in any prison, service of such warrant
10 shall not be made until his release from said
17 prison.

1 Sect. 24. The commissioners of prisons may
2 expend for the assistance of prisoners discharged
3 from said reformatory a sum not exceeding three
4 thousand dollars annually.

1 Sect. 25. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






