
HOUSE .... No. 372

Executive Department,

Boston, May 28, 1883.
To the Honorable the House of Representatives.

I crave indulgence for supposing that I can now be per-
mitted to take official notice of the public action of your
honorable body in relation to the message I had the honor to
forward to the House on the 23d of February, because ot
the report of a committee of the House upon that subject.
Up to this time I have not felt at liberty in any public man-
ner to say anything upon the topics treated upon in that
report.

If the honorable House had asked the “Supreme Ex-
ecutive Magistrate” of the Commonwealth for any informa-
tion to guide its action in that spirit of courtesy and proper
official relations that ought to exist between two co-ordinate,
and in their spheres equal branches of the government of the
Commonwealth, I should have answered an intimation or
request in that regard to the House with the frankness
with which I am certain the House will do me the credit to
say, I have always addressed them. Of course I should not
have submitted to the action of anb committee of investiga-
tion of the action of the Executive, because I respectfully
submit the House has no authority to investigate the action
of the Executive, or to question it, any more than the Ex-
ecutive has authority to investigate the action of the House
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or to question it, its regularity and propriety, except in the
manner pointed out by the constitution. The House, as the
grand inquest for the purposes of impeachment, can always
inquire into the action of any executive officer of the Com-
monwealth, from the highest to the lowest; and for that
purpose may call upon the confidential servants of such
officer for any information tending to show him guilty of
high crimes and misdemeanors, hut for no other object or
purpose whatever. The Executive may object, and communi-
cate his objections to the blouse, to any official act of the
House, within the constitutional limit, and no other, and
must look only to the official journals of the House to ascer-
tain what the action of the House has been in any matter
about which the Executive requires instruction; but the
Executive cannot ascertain the official action of the House
by inquiring of its clerks or servants, of what it has omitted
to do; and any attempt of the Executive to summon them
before him for that purpose and oblige them to disclose, any
action of the House—it might be in secret session—would
be a grave contempt of its authority and an indignity shown
to its high position, worthy of and demanding attention as
very reprehensible, even if there might be no constitutional
authority for the redress of such a wrong.

I gather from the report of your committee that the
House desires to know when, how, and under what cir-
cumstances the message of the 23d of February, in regard
to the bill to incorporate the Union Safe Deposit Vaults
was prepared and sent to the House ; and I also infer that
the committee of the House have not been so fully successful,
in gathering that information for the House, as the House
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might well have hoped it would have been. I therefore take
leave respectfully to supply the defects in that information
by the following statement;

The bill in question was handed to the private secretary of
the Governor late in the afternoon of the 21st of February.
Upon examination of it, Certain objections impressed them-
selves upon my mind, which were of weight. I had been
called upon to go to Washington by the exigencies of certain
private affairs, which demanded my attention, some of which
I had been putting off from day to_ day, in order that
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I might not be required to go more than once, and
also some public business, i. e., business which concerned
the Commonwealth, which required my attention there;
and I proposed to leave the Commonwealth on the even-
ing of Friday, so as to avoid being absent any more during
legislative time than was necessary. Some time after two
o’clock on Friday, when, by the rules of the Executive office,
the general public would be excluded from the Executive
chamber, I called upon one of my stenographic secretaries to
take down from my dictation a portion of my message. As
I can dictate in a quarter of an hour more than any secretary
can write out in an hour, after I had dictated for a proper
time to one, 1 directed him to write out what I had dictated,
and sent for the other and dictated to him the remainder,
so as at as early a moment as possible I might be able
to present the message to the legislature. I was under
the impression at that time that the bill had originated
in the Senate, and I had so at first written the message.
With reasonable speed the message was prepared, written
out and presented to me for revision and signature. I
corrected it by striking out, on the first page, the words
“To the Honorable the Senate,” and inserting the words,
“To the Honorable the blouse of Representatives.” The
only other corrections, if any, were of mere verbal
errors. While doing so I was called upon by the
Lieutenant-Governor concerning another matter, and I
was obliged to show curt courtesy in that interview, and
gave him as a reason for so doing that I was writing a mes-
sage of objections. He asked me in regard to what bill;
and I told him in regard to the bill incorporating the Union
Safe Deposit Vaults ; and he, with his accustomed courtesy,
left. Meanwhile, I had sent one of the clerks to ascertain
whether the Senate was in session ; he reported that it was
not; that it had adjourned some time about two or three
o’clock. I then asked him if the House was in session, and
was told that it was not. I then signed the message, and
said, perhaps irreverently, to my secretary, “ take this mes-
sage, and when you can catch a legislature, have it delivered
to the House. Meanwhile, before you have it presented,
have the first sheet, which contains the alteration from
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“Senate” to “House of Representatives,” recopied, as I
do not choose to have the message go with that change
interlined in it. And from that moment I have never seen
the paper containing the message.

At six o’clock that evening I left Boston, and about half-
past eight o’clock I left the Commonwealth en route for
Washington, and I did not return until I got ready.

There is no other fact that 1 know of that will be of the
slightest importance to the House, and as the honorable
House of Representatives will see, there has been no reason
why every fact should not have been known.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.


