
HOUSE No. 377.

[Mr. Mackintosh of Dedham, moves to substitute the following for
the preamble and order printed as House No. 366.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

ORDER.

Whereas, The bill entitled “ An Act to incorporate the
Union Safe Deposit Vaults,” having been duly passed
through its several stages by both branches of the legislature,
was laid before the governor for his revisal, on Wednesday,
February 21, 1883; and,

Whereas, The governor, having objections to said bill,
in this Commonwealth, on Friday, February 23, 1883,
dictated, read and signed a veto message, and delivered it
to his private secretary, with instructions to copy the first
page of the message, for the reason that it contained an
interlineation, and with instructions to have it delivered to
the House of Representatives whenever it could be found in
session ; and

Whereas, In pursuance of said instructions, the bill
and veto message were transmitted to the House of Repre-
sentatives, on Monday, February 26, 1883, and received by
it; and,

Whereas, After signing the message as aforesaid, the
governor, on the evening of Friday, February 23, 1883, left
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the Commonwealth, and remained continuously absent
therefrom, until after the said message and bill had been
received by the House of Representatives ; and,

Whereas, During the absence of the governor, the lieu-
tenant-governor did no act and gave no direction or order
concerning said message and bill; and

Whereas, More than five days have elapsed since said bill
or act was presented to the governor, as aforesaid, and the
said bill or act is now in possession of the House of Repre-
sentatives awaiting its action thereon, if any is constitu-
tionally required ; and

Whereas, Questions have arisen whether, under the pro-
visions of the constitution, and the facts above recited, the
said bill or act has or has not become a law of the Common-
wealth : therefore it is

Ordered , That the speaker of the House be directed to
transmit to the justices of the supreme judicial court, a
certified [copy of the preamble to this order, and respect-
fully request their opinion, whether upon the facts stated in
said preamble, the return of said bill or act, with said mes-
sage, constituted a valid veto of said bill or act, and whether
upon said facts the said bill or act has become and is a law
of this Commonwealth.






