
HOUSE No. 381.

Executive Department

Boston, June 4, 1883.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives :

It having come to the knowledge of the Executive that
O O

there are certain departments of the government of the Com-
monwealth, and certain administrative bureaus, wherein
malfeasance and misfeasance in office, and in administration,
do now exist, and have heretofore existed, that require to
be investigated and the facts brought to light for future
guidance of legislation and administration, and that the
officers therein may be dealt witli as justice and proper ad-
ministration demand, I respectfully ask that a joint com-
mittee of your honorable bodies be raised in the ordinary
manner, and empowered to sit during the recess of the
legislature, and investigate such cases as may be brought
before them, with power to send for persons and papers, and
employ a stenographer and clerk.

I would not trouble the legislature in this regard, except
that I have had the honor to bring to the attention of both
branches heretofore, the fact that the Executive Department
is substantially powerless to make such investigation. There
is no appropriation to pay the expenses, and there is no
power, in most instances, to carry them on; and 1 have
asked of the legislature that such power might be given to
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the governor and council to make such investigations. But
the legislature, in its wisdom, has declined so to do, perhaps
not wishing to trust the administrative branch of the govern-
ment with that power, fearing that it might be wrongfully
used. I now respectfully ask them to trust themselves to
do it, being willing to go before any body of honorable and
just-minded men with the matters that I think ought to be
looked into, and to present to them such abuses as I think
should be remedied, if on an investigation they are found to
exist.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.






