
The North Allston Green Streets Demonstration

Project is a collaboration between various City of

Boston agencies (Boston Planning and

Development Agency, Boston Water and Sewer

Commission, Boston Public Works, and Boston

Transportation Department) and the Charles

River Watershed Association (CRWA) to design

and implement street improvements that

beautify the streets, make the streets safer and

more pleasant for people walking or biking

between key destinations, and reduce pollution

in the Charles River.



Every time it rains, the water that falls in North Allston makes its way to the Charles River, mostly through the

storm drain system. Along the way, the stormwater picks up all kinds of pollutants, including trash, automobile

emissions, oil and grease, loose sediment, leaf litter and grass clippings, and animal waste.

Stormwater runs off of impervious surfaces, such as building, parking lots and sidewalks, into the street. From

there, stormwater flows into catch basins and through the storm drain system, which releases it into the Charles

River, along with whatever pollutants it’s carrying. Once in the Charles, pollutants can become highly

concentrated and negatively affect plants and animals that live in and use the river, including humans.



The team has been working to develop a strategy for reducing

pollutant runoff into the Charles River. “Green” infrastructure

can clean stormwater before it reaches the Charles River.

The first inch of rain picks up the majority of the pollutants in

any storm. If this stormwater is directed to planted areas

instead of the storm drains, pollutants won’t reach the river.

Water evaporates, is slowly absorbed into the ground, and is

cleaned by the soil and plants—the “green” part of the green

infrastructure.

Green infrastructure can also help reduce street flooding, beautify the

streets, clean the air, and create habitat for birds, butterflies, and other

pollinators. Properly designed green infrastructure can also help make

streets safer and more comfortable for people who are walking and

bicycling.

Green infrastructure can be as simple as a street tree pit that accepts

stormwater or can involve much more extensive rain gardens or

“bioswales” that are incorporated into the sidewalk. Some examples are

shown here.



Working with the community in 2008 and 2009, the Boston Planning and

Development Agency (BPDA) identified several streets as key east-west corridors

through the neighborhood. These streets connect the Honan-Allston Library (as

well as the existing and future parks and greenway to the east), the German-

American School, the Gardner Pilot Academy, Everett Street (a newly improved

north-south connection to the river), and other neighborhood destinations.

For this demonstration project, we would like to explore ways to

make Coolidge Road greener and safer. Ideas include more street

trees and planted bump-outs at intersections that capture

stormwater, force cars to slow down when turning, and create

pleasant areas for passing through or sitting. Shown to the left are

concept designs for two of the large curved intersections along

Coolidge Road.



Harvard is planning a greenway starting at the

Library and continuing east. The first segments—

Ray Mellone Park and Rena Park—are already built

and are right across from Coolidge Road.

Harvard is working with DCR and the BPDA to build and improve

pedestrian crossings at Telford Street and Everett Street. Harvard

and the City of Boston recently rebuilt the sidewalks on Everett

Street and added street trees.

A group is working on a redesign of Collins Square, the park at

the intersection of Holton Street and Franklin Street. The green

streets could connect to this park. Shown here is ONE possible

concept for the park.



• If you like the idea, register your support at the end.

• Indicate your willingness to help maintain these areas (pick up trash, help 

care for plants, shovel snow from extended sidewalks).

• Do something similar on your own property (see next board about how to 

build a rain garden).



A rain garden is simply a garden designed to collect and filter

rainwater running off of driveways, rooftops, and yards. Rain gardens

are depressed areas planted with perennials and grasses that can

withstand both wet and dry conditions. Rain gardens can take many

shapes and sizes. A rain garden adds beauty to your yard while also

helping the natural environment. Rain gardens can even include

edible plants!
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