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Provider Fraud 

Pain Management Physician Pleads Guilty to Health Care Fraud 
Boston—On March 15, 2017 Fathalla Mashali pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court to 27 counts of 
health care fraud, one count of conspiracy to commit mail fraud and 16 counts of money laundering in 
connection with billing the Medicare Program and other health care insurers for services he did not 
provide to patients.  Sentencing is scheduled for June 21, 2017.  Mashali was a licensed physician in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island who operated New England Wellness & Pain Management, aka New 
England Pain Associates, aka Greystone Pain Management and aka New England Pain Institute.  
From approximately October 2010 through March 2013, Mashali falsely billed Medicare for extensive 
medical services that he did not provide.  He treated patients with chronic pain conditions and fre-
quently gave his patients large doses of prescription medications, including powerful opiates.  Masha-
li falsely stated in patients’ medical records and representations to Medicare and private insurance 
companies that he had seen patients for 25 minutes or longer per appointment, when in fact, Mashali 
often saw his patients for less than five minutes.  In his brief interactions with his patients, Mashali 
did not perform any physical examinations and barely inquired into the patient’s medical status or 
history.  In addition, he overbooked his patient appointments and arrived to work sometimes as late 
as four hours after his first scheduled appointment.  His scheduling practices caused significant over-
crowding at his offices and left him with no meaningful ability to assess each individual patient. Ma-
shali then falsely documented that he conducted extensive physical exams, when he most often did 
not even touch his patients. As a result of his false statements, he obtained substantial reimbursement 
from Medicare and private insurance companies. 
 

Mashali also routinely billed Medicare and private insurers for urine drug test results that were false 
and fraudulent. He caused patients’ urine samples to be stored for weeks and up to three months un-
refrigerated in a heated, sunlit space in his laboratory, which left them degraded and worthless. The 
decomposition caused a significant stench of stale urine throughout the lab. Mashali nevertheless 
made his lab technicians test all the old urine, while well aware that his practice of urine sample stor-
age was wrong.  When inspectors showed up at his lab, he directed his staff to move the unrefrigerat-
ed urine out of sight.  Mashali mandated that his staff run all patients’ urine sample on two machines, 
each of which used the same scientific testing methodology, which Mashali knew was contrary to 
Medicare billing rules. He caused all patients’ urine specimens to be chemically confirmed, despite the 
fact that he did not even know the result of the initial urine drug screening test, knowing that this was 

also contrary to Medicare billing rules. More-
over, Mashali ran tests on chemical analyzers 
that had not been properly calibrated and val-
idated. 
 

When Medicare began to inquire about Ma-
shali’s unlawful billing practices and initiated 
an audit of Mashali’s medical services, re-
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Provider Fraud continued 

questing 40 patient medical files, Mashali caused his staff both in the 
United States and in Egypt to falsely alter patient records. This in-
cluded falsifying patient encounters which had taken place some-
times one or more years earlier, and faking and backdating the results 
of patients’ urine drug tests. Mashali knew that his patient records 
would not pass muster with Medicare’s auditors and thus ordered his 
staff to make these changes.  Mashali used the proceeds derived from 
his fraudulent billing to fund a lavish lifestyle, spending money on 
his extravagant residence, such as the construction of a carriage 
house, outfitted with a squash court and movie theater, and a Florida 
condominium. 
 

The case was investigated by the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
Boston Field Division; Federal Bureau of Investigation, Boston Field 
Division; U.S. Health and Human Services, Office of the Inspector 
General; Internal Revenue Service’s Criminal Unit; and the Insurance 
Fraud Bureau.  The case is being prosecuted by Maxim Grinberg and 
Abraham R. George of the Office of Acting United States Attorney 
William D. Weinreb. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rhode Island Woman Arraigned on Prescription Fraud Charges 
Worcester—On May 1, 2017 a Cumberland, Rhode Island woman was 
arraigned in Worcester District Court on twelve counts of uttering a 
false prescription, eleven counts of obtaining a drug by fraud and six 
counts of false health care claim.  The woman, a registered nurse, al-
legedly unlawfully procured and forged false prescriptions to obtain 
Oxycodone on several dates between August 8, 2016 and September 2, 
2016.  A Walgreen's pharmacy filed a complaint with Worcester police 
regarding a prescription passed by the woman.  She allegedly admit-
ted to police that she had forged a couple of prescriptions, however 
police discovered other forged prescriptions in addition to the ones 
the woman admitted to.  The woman allegedly forged at least seven 
prescriptions for Oxycodone using the names of three different doc-
tors who worked at a Worcester health center where she was em-
ployed as a registered nurse.  Furthermore, IFB investigation revealed 
that the woman allegedly submitted false health care claims to Tufts 
Health Plan for the alleged falsified prescriptions on at least seven oc-
casions between August 8, 2016 and September 2, 2016.   A prosecutor 
from the Office of Worcester County District Attorney Joseph D. Ear-
ly, Jr. is prosecuting the case. 

Prescription Fraud 
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Property Insurance Fraud  

Worcester Man Attempts Double Dip 
Worcester—A Worcester man pleaded guilty on February 1, 2017 to presenting a false insurance claim 
and attempt to commit a crime.  The guilty plea was filed for 30 days.  He paid $1,000 in restitution.  
The Worcester man reported to Peerless Insurance Company that his home was allegedly broken into 
on December 16, 2011 and claimed that $700 in cash and a $3,000 masonic ring were stolen.  Investiga-
tion revealed that the man had submitted an insurance claim to Fitchburg Mutual in 2004 and re-
ceived compensation for the same ring.  During the course of the 2011 claim, the Worcester man de-
nied that he had reported the same ring as stolen.  When informed that Fitchburg Mutual had docu-
mentation of the 2004 claim payment, he admitted he made a prior loss claim for the ring.  Worcester 
County Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary prosecuted the case. 
 

Check the Surveillance Footage Before Accusing Your Neighbor 
Lynn—A Lynn man admitted to sufficient facts on January 18, 2017 on charges of presenting a false 
insurance claim and attempt to commit a crime.  The case was continued without a finding for nine 
months.  He was ordered to pay $834 in restitution.  The Lynn man reported to police and Homesite 
Insurance Company that on December 5, 2013 a set of rims for a BMW M5, two Rocfosgate amplifiers, 
a Sony X-plode car radio and stereo, and a bicycle were allegedly stolen from a shed on his property.    
Surveillance showed a neighbor entering and exiting the shed multiple times; however, it did not sup-
port the Lynn man’s allegation that she removed any items from the shed.  In addition, he submitted 
falsified receipts for the electronic equipment from a store that did not exist.  Essex County Assistant 
District Attorney Douglas Sheehan prosecuted the case. 
 

He Said, She Said on Alleged Staged Break-In 
Braintree—On May 3, 2017 a complaint was issued against a Braintree man on a charge of insurance 
fraud.  On November 26, 2015 the Braintree man reported to police that his residence had allegedly 
been broken into and that three prescriptions, an engagement ring and two iPads were missing.  He 
reported the alleged theft loss to Allstate Insurance the following day.  However, he subsequently 
contacted Allstate to report he located the engagement ring in a closet and he did not want to pursue a 
claim for the remaining items.  He also indicated to police that he did not want to pursue the alleged 
break-in report.  However, in the course of their investigation, police contacted his former roommate 
who alleged the break-in was staged and that she was allegedly offered half of the claim proceeds.  
When police questioned the Braintree man he allegedly admitted to staging the break-in but alleged 
he did so because the roommate demanded money from him.  Norfolk County Assistant District At-
torney Philip Burr is prosecuting the case. 
 

Former Fiancée Kept the Ring 
Dedham—A complaint was issued against a Dedham man on May 10, 2017 on a charge of presenting 
a false insurance claim.  On April 4, 2013 the Dedham man reported to Hanover Insurance the alleged 
loss of a $10,000 Hearts on Fire diamond ring on March 22, 2013.  He claimed that he had the ring in 
his pocket to take to a jeweler to be re-appraised but before doing so he worked his snow plow job 
with the ring still in his pocket.  Upon returning home he allegedly discovered the ring missing.  Alt-
hough he stated he looked for the ring he could not locate it.  A police incident report was completed  
on January 7, 2014 at the request of the Dedham man.  At that time he stated he lost the diamond ring 
on March 8, 2013.  In a subsequent examination under oath, the Dedham man stated he was mistaken 
about the March 22, 2013 date of loss and the actual date of loss was March 8, 2013.  However, he 
maintained he purchased the Hearts on Fire ring for his girlfriend and when they broke up he took 
the ring back from her and kept the ring in a safe until the date of loss.  Investigation revealed that his 
former girlfriend stated she was in possession of the ring since 2008 and the ring was never returned 
to the Dedham man.  She provided photographs of the ring in the Hearts on Fire original box.  The 
Dedham man withdrew his claim after being informed his former girlfriend was in possession of the 
ring.  Norfolk County Assistant District Attorney Philip Burr is prosecuting the case. 
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Owner of Construction Companies Indicted for Workers’ Compensation Fraud 
Boston—Christopher Rapczynski was indicted on May 22, 2017 in Suffolk Superior Court on six 
counts of workers’ compensation fraud, one count of failure to provide workers’ compensation insur-
ance and five counts of larceny.  Rapczynski is the president of Sleeping Dog Properties, Inc. (SDP), 
and New England Construction Resources (NECR), two Boston-based construction companies.  Inves-
tigation revealed that between 2004 and 2006, SDP filed eleven claims with AIG, their workers’ com-
pensation insurer, resulting in a dramatic increase in the company’s workers’ compensation premium 
payments.  Rapczynski ceased obtaining and paying workers’ compensation premiums on behalf of 
SDP and allegedly created a second company, NECR.  NECR claims to employ a small number of con-
struction foremen and supervisors who are then “leased” for large construction projects.  However, 
NECR allegedly does not employ or insure the actual workers on these various projects.  NECR and 
SDP are allegedly one and the same employer and Rapczynski set up NECR for the sole purpose of 
hiding and failing to disclose the payroll and workers of SDP.  Furthermore, SDP allegedly has em-
ployed several construction workers on a yearly basis since 2006, had an annual payroll of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, all without having a valid workers’ compensation policy.  Rapczynski alleged-
ly deliberately misled auditors by failing to disclose that SDP had no workers’ compensation insur-
ance. As a result of these false representations, Rapczynski and NECR avoided paying approximately 
$66,747 in workers’ compensation premiums.   The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney 
General Kristy Lavigne with assistance from Kimberly Medeiros of Attorney General Maura Healey’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Unit. 
 
Restaurant Owner Pleads Guilty to Multiple Fraud Schemes 
Boston—Restaurant owner Hazrat Khalid Khan pleaded guilty on April 26, 2017 to tax and workers’ 
compensation insurance fraud at eleven Boston-area restaurants and to committing visa and immigra-
tion fraud in an effort to remain in the United States unlawfully.  He is scheduled to be sentenced on 
August 16, 2017.  Khan, a Pakistani national, pleaded guilty to a five-count Information charging him 
with conspiring to defraud the Internal Revenue Service, failing to collect and pay over taxes, commit-
ting mail fraud, making false statements on a naturalization application, and committing visa fraud.  
Khan was the partial owner of eleven fried chicken takeout restaurants in the Boston-area, including 
Boston proper, Roxbury, Chelsea, and Mattapan.  As part of a tax fraud scheme that ran for years, 
Khan and two co-conspirators - generally the managers of these restaurants - defrauded the govern-
ment and avoided paying payroll and income taxes owed by the stores.  They paid their employees in 
cash and provided tax preparers with false information about the restaurants’ payroll and income, 
thereby causing the tax preparers to file false tax returns.  To avoid paying taxes, Khan and co-
conspirators falsely reported to the IRS the number of employees at their stores - some of whom were 
undocumented workers - and the wages they paid them. They also failed to file W-2s showing wages 
paid to employees and falsely described on tax returns their sales, total income, compensation of offic-
ers, salaries and wages, and taxable income.  Khan and his co-conspirators also failed to withhold pay-
roll taxes and pay them over to the IRS.  Fraudulent information was also provided to insurance com-
pany auditors which lowered workers’ compensation premiums owed.   The case is being investigated 
by the Internal Revenue Service’s Criminal Unit; Federal Bureau of Investigation, Boston Field Divi-
sion; Homeland Security Investigations in Boston; and Boston Police.  The case was investigated with 
the cooperation of the IFB.  Assistant U.S. Attorneys John A. Capin and Brian A. Perez-Daple of Acting 
United States Attorney William D. Weinreb’s Criminal Division are prosecuting the case. 

Workers’ Compensation Premium Evasion  
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Automobile Insurance Fraud  

Bellingham Man Swaps Vehicle on Craigslist, Then Reports it Stolen 
Milford— On February 17, 2017 a Bellingham man admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor ve-
hicle insurance fraud, larceny and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  The case was continued with-
out a finding for 18 months and he was ordered to pay $10,997 in restitution.  The man reported to 
Milford police and Liberty Mutual Insurance that his 1999 Ford Mustang Cobra was allegedly stolen 
from his residence on January 14, 2014.  The vehicle was not recovered and he was paid approximate-
ly $10,997 for the theft claim.  Liberty Mutual was subsequently notified by an individual who stated 
he was in possession of the Cobra.  While in the process of selling the vehicle the individual was in-
formed the vehicle appeared on a stolen vehicle list.  The individual stated he saw an ad for the Cobra 
on Craigslist in early January 2014, met with the Bellingham man on January 7, 2014, and swapped his 
2001 Audi S4 for the Cobra.  During the swap the Bellingham man provided the individual with the 
original Certificate of Title, vehicle registration and repair receipts.  The Bellingham man denied that 
he swapped his Cobra for the Audi; however investigation revealed he added the Audi to his automo-
bile insurance policy on January 8, 2014 and posted an ad on Craigslist for the Audi on January 12, 
2014.  Assistant Attorney General Joshua Pakstis of Attorney General Maura Healey’s Insurance and 
Unemployment Fraud Unit prosecuted the case. 
 

Buzzards Bay Man Arraigned on Alleged Fraud Charges 
Waltham—On April 5, 2017 a Buzzards Bay man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, larceny and false report of a crime.  The man reported to Waltham police and Progressive In-
surance the alleged theft of his 2006 Dodge Ram pickup on January 19, 2013.  He received approxi-
mately $13,909 for the theft loss.  The Buzzards Bay man stated he last used the truck the previous 
night when he drove his stepsons to basketball games and later parked the unlocked truck in front of 
his girlfriend’s house.  He stated he was in possession of the only set of keys but had lost another set 
months prior to the claim.  On January 21, 2014 Progressive was notified by police that the 2006 Dodge 
Ram pickup had been recovered at a tow yard.  Records indicated the vehicle had been towed on De-
cember 29, 2012 due to a snow emergency declared by the city.  Keys for the truck were found inside.  
The tow company made several attempts to contact the man to retrieve his vehicle.  After receiving no 
response from their communications the tow company eventually sent the vehicle to the auto compa-
ny to be sold for parts.  When the auto company ran the VIN and discovered the vehicle had been re-
ported stolen they contacted police.  This case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Rob-
ert Meltzer from the Office of Middlesex County District Attorney Marion T. Ross. 
 

Owner of Quincy Auto Body Shop Allegedly Commits Insurance Fraud 
Quincy—On May 3, 2017 a complaint was issued against a Quincy man on a charge of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud.  The insured owner of a 2015 Nissan Rogue was involved in a motor vehicle accident   
in Boston on December 15, 2015 and brought the vehicle to a Quincy auto body for repairs.  The 
Quincy man, owner of the auto body shop, allegedly submitted an altered NAPA invoice for the re-
pairs by replacing legitimate part numbers with false part numbers and false prices.  A Pilgrim Insur-
ance claims supervisor noticed that the part numbers and prices on the submitted invoice appeared 
altered and he confronted the auto body owner.  The owner allegedly admitted to falsifying the in-
voice but stated he did so in order to facilitate the return of the vehicle to the customer.  A prosecutor 
from the Office of Norfolk County District Attorney Michael Morrissey is prosecuting the case. 

 

Information on a November 2017 IFB seminar will be announced in September.   
 

Check the IFB website at www.ifb.org for details. 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights  

Boston CIFI 
 

On February 15, 2017 a Dorchester man and a Fitchburg woman were arraigned on insurance fraud 
charges.  The Dorchester man reported to police and GEICO Insurance that on May 22, 2015 a 2015 
Toyota Scion allegedly cut in front of his 2006 Chrysler 300 and struck the left front fender.  He stated 
the Scion then fled the scene.  Police were not notified of the alleged hit-and-run incident.  The man 
and woman, a passenger in the vehicle at the time of the alleged incident, both claimed injuries sus-
tained in the accident.  An appraisal of the Chrysler noted minor damages to the left front fender and 
bumper area. The owner of the Toyota, insured by Safety Insurance, was identified and she denied 
being in an accident.  The Scion was examined and was in pristine condition and showed no damage 
to suggest the Scion came into contact with the front, side and/or rear of the Chrysler.   
 

A Roslindale man was arraigned on January 23, 2017 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported to Arbella Insurance that on December 24, 2015 his 
2004 Toyota 4Runner was allegedly hit-while-parked.  The Roslindale man stated he was operating 
the vehicle on December 26, 2015 when he heard a noise, pulled over and observed the damage to the 
passenger side of the vehicle.  A vehicle damage analysis determined the right front of the Toyota dis-
played impact damage and there was red paint transfer located on the damaged panels of the Toyota.  
The vehicle’s Airbag Control Module (ACM) revealed the driver’s seat belt was buckled at the time of 
the incident but did not deploy.  The event was also stored in the Event Data Recorder (EDR) and in-
dicated the Toyota was in motion when it came into contact with a fixed object. 
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative 
(CIFI) cases are prosecuted by the Offices of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley and the Massa-
chusetts Attorney General’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 
Brockton CIFI 
 

The case against a Brockton woman was continued without a finding for one year on a charge of mo-
tor vehicle insurance fraud.  She was ordered to pay $5,862 in restitution and court costs.  On August 
27, 2014 the woman reported to Mapfre Insurance that she allegedly parked her 2001 Honda Civic the 
previous evening in front of a cousin’s home and discovered damage to the entire passenger side that 
morning.  A physical damage analysis of the Honda concluded the damages were consistent with a hit
-while-parked incident and the Honda was not in motion when the damages were sustained.  The 
woman was paid approximately $5,622 for the loss including rental and storage charges paid on her 
behalf.  However, a tip to the IFB hotline reported that the woman’s vehicle was not drivable and the 
damage was intentionally inflicted.  Further investigation, including a mechanical analysis of the 
Honda, concluded the Honda’s engine had undergone an internal failure resulting in a broken cylin-
der and connection rod.  It was determined that the vehicle would not have been operable at the time 
of the alleged hit-while-parked loss.  
 

The case against a Weymouth woman was continued without a finding on February 7, 2017 for six 
months on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  She was ordered 
to pay $777 in restitution.  On November 22, 2014 the woman reported to Safety Insurance that her 
2012 Toyota Venza was allegedly hit-while-parked resulting in damage to the passenger rear area.  A 
vehicle damage analysis concluded the damage to the Toyota was not consistent with the description 
of the loss but was consistent with striking a tree or other low vegetational growth.  The analysis de-
termined the rear quarter brushed up against a tree or wooden structure as numerous deposits of 
wood, bark and moss were embedded in the damaged area. 
 

Brockton CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy J. Cruz. 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Chelsea/Revere/East Boston CIFIs 
 

The owner of a Revere auto body was arraigned on March 8, 2017 on charges of motor vehicle insur-
ance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On April 17, 2016 the owner of a 2015 Honda Accord re-
ported to GEICO Insurance that her vehicle was keyed in a Boston parking garage resulting in key 
mark scratches to both passenger side doors, the driver side door and the front fender.  The initial  
appraisal estimated damages at approximately $1,809.  A subsequent insurance appraisal, taken at the 
Revere auto body, appraised the damages at approximately $3,001.  These damages consisted of key 
mark scratches on the entire length of both sides of the vehicle.  On June 16, 2016, the owner of the 
Honda reported to the IFB Hotline that the auto body had allegedly enhanced vandalism damages to 
her vehicle.  She stated key marks were allegedly added to the front passenger door and rear fender 
and to the driver side rear door and rear fender.  Independent witnesses stated they observed the 
original vandalism to the Honda and stated the damages were enhanced after the vehicle had been 
taken to the auto body shop. 
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Lt. Edward Noseworthy.  The Revere task force is assisted by 
Revere Police Det. Sgt. Stacey Bruzzese.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County Assistant District Attor-
ney Vincent DeMore.   
 
Lawrence CIFI 
 

On January 26, 2017 the cases against a Methuen couple were continued without a finding for one 
year.  The husband had been charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a 
crime.  The wife had been charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud.  They were ordered to pay 
$885 in restitution, joint and several.  The couple reported to Allstate Insurance that on November 14, 
2014 their 2005 Toyota Matrix was allegedly struck by another vehicle which then fled the accident 
scene.  They reported the collision resulted in the Toyota veering out of control resulting in damages 
to the entire driver side of the vehicle.  The couple supplied the name of an alleged independent wit-
ness to the accident.  A forensic examination of the Toyota concluded the damage reported was not 
consistent with a vehicle sideswiping the Toyota rear-to-front but was consistent with the Toyota 
striking a guardrail while moving forward.  Investigation revealed that the alleged witness’s phone 
number was subscribed to a friend of the wife and that the address provided was fictitious. 
 

The case against a Methuen man was continued without a finding for one year on a charge of motor 
vehicle insurance fraud.  He was ordered to pay $1,649 in restitution.  The Methuen man reported to 
police and Safety Insurance that on September 14, 2014 his 2004 BMW X3 was allegedly carjacked and 
subsequently damaged in a single vehicle accident with the carjacker fleeing the scene.  At the time 
the man reported the alleged carjacking and robbery incidents to police it was noted that he had inju-
ries consistent with having been involved in a motor vehicle accident and hitting his head on the 
steering wheel.  The police report also noted that it was approximately two hours after the alleged in-
cident before the man reported his vehicle stolen.  In an examination under oath he provided a de-
tailed account of the reported carjacking and robbery and stated his brother was with him on the 
night of the alleged carjacking.  When interviewed, his brother denied that he was with the Methuen 
man the night of the alleged incident.   

 

The Lawrence CIFI task force is assisted by detectives from Lawrence and other area police departments.  CIFI 
cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorney Francis Cannone.   
 
   
 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 
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Lynn CIFI 
 

A Lynn woman received a general continuance for three months on February 1, 2017 on charges of 
motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  She was ordered to pay $835 in restitu-
tion.  On November 27, 2013 the woman reported to MetLife Auto & Home that her 2007 Jeep Chero-
kee was allegedly hit-while-parked resulting in damages to the passenger side rear, driver side rear 
and the driver side front door.  She stated there were no pre-existing damages to the vehicle.  A foren-
sics examination of the vehicle determined the damages were not a result of contact with another ve-
hicle.  It was determined the damages were oxidized and rusted and were the result of natural wear 
and tear to the vehicle.   
 

A Lynn woman admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  The case 
was continued without a finding for one year.  She was ordered to pay $1,557 in restitution.  Her boy-
friend received a general continuance for one year on one count of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  On 
March 10, 2014 the woman reported to Progressive Insurance the alleged theft of her 1999 Honda   
Odyssey.  The van was recovered ten days later in Boston with ignition damage and a key broken off 
in the ignition.  A forensic examination of the recovered van determined the broken key was the 
properly coded transponder key and damage to the ignition was cosmetic. The couple stated there 
was only one key to the van and it was in their possession.  It was also determined that the Honda 
was not in good mechanical condition and needed major repairs.   
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Sgt. Ned Shinnick.  Lynn CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex 
County Assistant District Attorney Douglas Sheehan. 
  
 New Bedford/Fall River CIFI 
 

On March 7, 2017 a Fall River man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
attempt to commit a crime.  On June 6, 2012 the man filed a motor vehicle theft claim with Plymouth 
Rock Assurance alleging his 2013 Hyundai Elantra was stolen while parked in front of his girlfriend's 
residence.  The vehicle was recovered by police on June 6, 2012 on a construction site. The vehicle was 
completely burnt and cold.  A forensic mechanic inspected the Hyundai and concluded that the vehi-
cle was equipped with smart key technology and that the proper key was required to start and drive 
the vehicle to its last location.  The Fall River man stated the vehicle was locked, with windows closed 
and the alarm engaged, and he was in possession of all keys to the Hyundai at the time of the alleged 
theft. 
 

A Fall River woman was arraigned on January 12, 2017 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime.  The woman reported to Allstate Insurance that her 2003 GMC Yukon 
was allegedly hit-while-parked by an unknown vehicle in front of her home on May 1, 2013 resulting 
in damage to the rear passenger door and quarter panel.  A damage analysis determined that the vehi-
cle was in motion when it came into contact with a fixed abrasive object and there was no evidence to 
indicate that the Yukon was struck by another vehicle.  The woman maintained the damage to the ve-
hicle was a result of a hit-while-parked incident. 
 

The New Bedford/Fall River task force is assisted by New Bedford Police Officer Greg Sirois and Fall River Po-
lice Lt. Paul Bernier.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Bristol County District Attorney Thomas M. 
Quinn III.  
 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 
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Randolph CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued on May 3, 2017 against a Fall River woman on charges of motor vehicle in-
surance fraud and conspiracy.  The insured operator of a 2009 Pontiac G6 reported to Hanover Insur-
ance that on December 1, 2013 she was involved in a motor vehicle accident in Quincy after she lost 
control of the vehicle due to wet road conditions and she spun around striking a concrete wall.  The 
vehicle was deemed a total loss.  The operator stated that her daughter, the Fall River woman, was an 
alleged front seat passenger at the time of the accident and sustained injuries to her neck, back, feet 
and legs as a result of the impact.  Subsequently the Pontiac operator allegedly confessed that the Fall 
River woman was operating the vehicle at the time of the accident although she was not listed on the 
policy to operate the Pontiac. 
 

A Quincy man was arraigned on April 20, 2017 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, burning 
a motor vehicle to defraud an insurer and larceny over.  On January 3, 2014 the Quincy man reported 
to Arbella Mutual Insurance that his 2003 Ford Super Duty Crew pickup had allegedly sustained an 
electrical fire in the engine.  He stated he put the fire out with a fire extinguisher but did not notify 
police or fire departments at the time of the alleged incident.  The truck was deemed a total loss based 
on extensive fire damage to the engine and the Quincy man was paid approximately $16,207 for the 
loss.  Witnesses subsequently reported to Arbella that they observed the man intentionally setting the 
engine on fire and then extinguishing the fire.  An expert vehicle fire analysis of the torched engine 
determined there were eight separate areas of fire origin and the cause of the fire was a direct result of 
an individual applying flame to the damaged areas.  Furthermore, the edges of the hood were not 
smoke stained indicating that the hood was open at the time of the fire.  The Quincy man stated the 
truck was warming up when he noticed smoke coming out from under the hood. 
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Lt. Melissa McCormack and 
Quincy  Police Det. Jason MacIsaac.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Norfolk County District Attor-
ney Michael Morrissey.  
 
Western Massachusetts CIFI 
 

On April 19, 2017 a Pittsfield man admitted to sufficient facts of one count of presenting a false insur-
ance claim, two counts of larceny and one count of attempt to commit a crime.  He pleaded guilty to a 
charge of larceny under and was sentenced to serve 15 days in the House of Correction.  While oper-
ating his 2010 Hyundai Elantra on October 20, 2014, the Pittsfield man was involved in a rear-end col-
lision.  As a result of the collision he alleged to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company that he was in-
jured and subsequently submitted receipts in the amount of approximately $2,929 for dental and 
medical expenses.  Investigation determined that the receipts for the dental services and a medical bill 
were altered.  The Pittsfield man altered documentation from a dental center to reflect that he paid for 
services and treatments that he never received.  He also altered a previous emergency room bill to 
reflect that he treated for alleged injuries from the October 20th accident.  Investigation revealed that 
the Pittsfield man did not go to an emergency room for alleged injuries from that accident. 
 

A Springfield man admitted to sufficient facts on April 11, 2017 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  He was placed on pre-trial probation for six months and or-
dered to pay $650 in restitution.  On March 26, 2012 the Springfield man reported to Plymouth Rock 
Assurance the alleged theft of his 2002 Nissan Altima to police.  The vehicle was recovered on April 4, 
2012.  A forensic examination of the recovered Nissan determined that the correct transponder key 
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was required to operate the vehicle and the ignition and transponder features of the vehicle were un-
defeated.  The Springfield man had all keys to the vehicle in his possession.  
 

The Western Massachusetts task force is assisted by area police departments and Massachusetts State Police 
assigned to the Offices of the Hampden and Northwestern District Attorneys.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by 
Hampden County First Assistant District Attorney James Forsyth, Berkshire County Assistant District Attor-
ney Gregory Barry and First Assistant District Attorney Steve Gagne of the Northwestern Massachusetts Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office which covers Franklin and Hampshire counties. 
 
Worcester CIFI 
 

On March 29, 2017 Siobhan Blaylock, Joseph Correa Jr., Davon Smith and Tanya Hutchins were  
arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, conspiracy, attempt to commit a crime and 
intimidation of a witness.  On February 11, 2017 police responded to the scene of an alleged staged 
accident and identified Blaylock as the owner/operator of the 2005 GMC Envoy SUV involved in the 
incident and Correa as the owner/operator of the 2006 Infiniti Sedan.  Both Blaylock and Correa     
reported the alleged accident to their insurers.  On February 12, 2017 police responded to a second  
alleged staged accident at the same intersection.  Hutchins was identified as the owner/operator of 
the 2008 Jeep SUV involved in this incident and Smith as the operator of the 2005 Acura Sedan.  
Hutchins and Smith reported the alleged accident to their insurers.  Both incidents were caught on 
video surveillance and posted to the internet website Turtleboysports.com.  Both accidents occurred at 
the same intersection and involved an SUV striking a stationary sedan.  A review of the videos 
showed that in both instances the involved vehicles would park at the intersection prior to the alleged 
staged accident.  An occupant from the SUV would exit the vehicle and speak with occupants in the 
sedan.  The video also showed that in both incidents the sedan would then be positioned in the inter-
section prior to impact, its occupants would exit the vehicle, stand on the sidewalk and observe the 
SUV strike the sedan.  Insurers of the vehicles involved were Access, Liberty Mutual and GEICO    
Insurance Companies. 
 

A Worcester man admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud on March 
29, 2017.  The case was continued without a finding for one year and he was ordered to pay $500 in 
restitution.  The Worcester man reported to police and Mapfre Insurance that his 2006 Lexus was al-
legedly hit-while-parked on March 29, 2016 resulting in significant damage to the driver side of the 
vehicle.  The Worcester man stated he had parked the vehicle the day prior to finding the damage and 
notified police as soon as he observed the damage.  An accident reconstruction determined the dam-
ages to the Lexus were not consistent with a hit-while-parked incident.  The airbags do not typically 
deploy when the ignition key is in the off position.  In addition, information from the Lexus's Event 
Data Recorder indicated airbag deployment after a change in speed and that the Lexus was traveling 
at a relatively constant speed of 37 mph when a collision occurred.  The Worcester man stated that he 
was the sole operator of the vehicle, he did not have an accident while driving the Lexus, the vehicle 
was locked and he was in possession of all keys.  
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Dets. Scott Blakeney and James O’Rourke and other 
area police departments.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Worcester County Assistant District Attorney John 
O’Leary. 
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Look for other CIFI stories on the IFB website at www.ifb.org. 


