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Baker-Polito Administration Celebrates $1 Million Forest 

Street MassWorks Reconstruction in Lee 

  

Award supports reconstruction of vital link between Western Massachusetts 
towns  

  

LEE, MA – September 26, 2017 – Today, Lt. Governor Karyn Polito attended the ribbon cutting 
celebration for the Forest Street Reconstruction Project in Lee.  In 2016, Lee received a $1 
million award to reconstruct the 1.5 mile road, a critical route that runs between Route 20, the 
Town of Lee and the Town of Tyringham. The road’s reconstruction provides significant safety 
improvements for emergency vehicles, school busses, residents and tourists.  
 
“The effectiveness of MassWorks is due to the unique flexibility of resources provided for 
towns addressing critical infrastructure and development needs,” said Governor Charlie Baker. 
“The Towns of Lee and Tyringham will see year-round transit and public safety benefits for 
students, families and employers along this road.” 
 
“I am thrilled to see the completion of the important project for Lee and the surrounding 
region,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “Forest Street is crucial link for local schools and the 
region’s tourism economy.” 
 
Forest Street is the main link between the two towns and Route 20, and provides the only 
access to the state boat ramp on Goose Pond for visitors and residents. This overhaul allayed 
safety concerns in light of worsening road conditions over a number of years. In addition to a 
full depth reclamation of the road the reconstruction included installation of new guardrails, 
drainage and driveway improvements that will reduce maintenance costs for the town and 
dramatically increase safety for businesses and residents located along Forest Street. 
 
The MassWorks award was made under the Small Town Rural Assistance Program (STRAP), 
which ensures that 10 percent of funds are allocated to projects in small, rural communities 
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with populations smaller than 7,000. The project also leveraged a $22,500 contribution from 
Lee for design costs.  
 
“MassWorks is an indispensable program in addressing the infrastructure needs of our small 
and rural towns across the Commonwealth,” said Housing and Economic Development 
Secretary Jay Ash. “This targeted investment will make a significant impact on the daily lives of 
Lee and Tyringham residents, with more reliable and safer access to Route 20 and Goose Pond.” 
 
“The Town of Lee could not be happier with the collaboration and support of all involved in this 
project including MassWorks, the Department of Public Works and the general contractor, LB 
Corporation Inc., which provided superb and seamless operation from inception to 
completion,” said David Consolati, chairman of the Lee board of selectmen. “The 
improvements were much needed and the benefits associated with the reconstruction of 
Forest Street are innumerable to all stakeholders, including the residents of Lee and Tyringham, 
and their visitors.” 
 

"Improving roads and critical infrastructure is always a priority, and yet can be a major financial 
challenge for our small towns. We must ensure a growing portion of state funds are allocated 
to our smaller towns to support these projects, which is why I am very pleased with Lee’s 
MassWorks grant, as the reconstruction of Forest Street will improve vehicular safety 
throughout town and increase access to a beloved pond," said State Senator Adam G. Hinds 
(D- Pittsfield). 
 
“This is a project that we've been working on for several years and it's great to see it finally 
completed. The Town of Lee’s officials and taxpayers deserve a lot of credit, not only for their 
patience, but for their  perseverance. I thank the Baker-Polito administration for recognizing 
how important these types of grants are for small communities,” said Representative Smitty 
Pignatelli. “The beneficial impacts of this project will be seen in Lee and Tyringham for years to 
come, including better access to both Route 20 and Goose Pond.” 
 
The MassWorks Infrastructure Program provides a one-stop shop for municipalities and other 
eligible public entities seeking public infrastructure funding to support housing production, 
economic development, and job creation. Since 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration has 
awarded over $190 million to 90 projects in communities throughout the Commonwealth. 
 
In August 2016, Governor Baker signed An Act Relative to Job Creation and Workforce 
Development (H.4569) to reauthorize MassWorks and support $500 million of future 
investment in critical infrastructure, a significant commitment by the Commonwealth. The 
Baker-Polito Administration has increased MassWorks funding by $35 million over the past two 
fiscal years. 
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