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To His Honor the Lieut. Governor, and the
Honorable Council:

The Inspectors of the Massachusetts State Prison re-
spectfully submit their Annual Report for the year ending
the thirtieth day of September, 1835.

On October Ist, 1834, the number of convicts in this
institution was 277, since which time 99 have been re-
leased on expiration of their sentences, 13 by remission
of punishment, and 3 have died. During the same time,
116 have been received,and one who had escaped, has been

retaken. The whole number now in the Prison, there-
fore, is 279. During the year the whole number has never
exceeded 297, nor been less than 265. Most of those
received since our last report have been sentenced for vi-
olations of the rights of property, and only 14 for deeds
of violence to the person. Of the 279 now in the Prison,
59 are foreigners, and 43 of them are under sentences for
larceny. Of the 116 received the past year, 23 are
foreigners, and of them 18 are under sentences for larce-
ny. Of those received since 30th September, 1834, only
13 have been heretofore confined in this Prison—being
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less than the average number of recommitments annually:
This will probably be deemed a very small number by
those who consider the situation of most convicts when
discharged from this Institution.

Their earliest violations of the laws have generally
originated in idleness, bad company and intemperance;
and these causes of crime beset many of them as soon as
they leave the Prison. While here, the convict has no
inducement, nor indeed the power to commit crimes.
Every effort is made to urge him to repentance, to induce
him to cherish pure thoughts, and form virtuous resolu-
tions. For those, most acquainted with such subjects,
hold firmly to the encouraging belief that every peniten-
tiary is, or may be made, a school for moral reform, and
that they who make it a place merely for punishment,
perform a very small part of their duty. Few convicts,
however bad they may be, can witness the constant ef-
forts made for their present and permanent welfare,—
commune for years, by day and by night, with their own
thoughts for their only companions, review again and
again the history of their past lives, and see and feel the
suffering and disgrace brought upon them by wickedness
and crime, without some improvement. We feel assured
that many have thus been made better, and have returned
to society with good resolutions, which they have carried
into execution. Still, we know how very difficult it must
be, and is, for a convict to take and maintain a decent
rank in society, when he quits such a place. The mere
fact that he has been confined in it will generally render
it very difficult for him to obtain honest employment, and
idleness will be followed by bad company. Among the
first persons seen by a discharged convict who has no
employment, are the very beings who were instrumental
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in consigning him to this place, or persons of as bad
character. In such company, all the inducements to

crime are again spread before him when he has no virtu-
ous friends whose advice or example may shield him from
temptation ; and it. is not matter of surprise if he yields
to it. When we reflect that this is probably the situa-
tion of a majority of those discharged every year, we
must consider it a remarkable fact that the number of re-
commitments is so small—and that it affords a strong
proof of the good state of moral discipline in this Insti-
tution. Still it is a subject deserving the most serious
attention of the friends of humanity, to ascertain what
can be done for the convict when he quits the penitenti-
ary. Perhaps, at the present time, legislation cannot effect
much ; but the wise and good men, who have success-
fully labored to improve the places of confinement for the
insane, for the poor debtor and for the criminal, have
here a field open for their exertions, in which we believe
a harvest may be gathered of praise for themselves, and
security and happiness for the wretched. We would
hope that on this subject something may be done or sug-
gested by our Prison Discipline Society, to which the
State is greatly indebted for the many improvements
effected here within a few years. Their labors are known,
their influence felt, and their merits acknowledged by the
friends of humanity, both on this continent and in Europe.

The statements of the Warden, which accompany
this report, and will be deposited in the office of the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth, show the state of the
pecuniary concerns of the Prison. Some accounts being
unsettled, it is impossible at this time to state the exact
amount of the net gain the past year, but it is probably
about seven thousand dollars, which sum will remain to
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the credit of the Institution, after defraying all demands
against it.

In determining the value of the property belonging to
the prison, the usual mode has been adopted of having it
appraised by persons of competent skill, wholly disinter-
ested, and whose judgment is entitled to full confidence.
We have no doubt of the accuracy of the result here
stated, and we hope it will give general satisfaction.
The object of the institution is not gain to the public
treasury, but the punishment and reformation of offenders;
and every effort is made to secure those objects with the
least expense to the Commonwealth. Since the year
1831,n0 funds have been drawn from the public treasury
for the prison, but each subsequent year has shown that
it has made a net gain after paying all expenses.

During the past year the convicts have generally been
industrious and obedient. We have no doubt that the
discipline of the institution is well adapted to their situa-
tion, and we should regret to witness any change in it.
They are employed for the most part as stated in our last
report. Forty one are engaged in the performance of
domestic and other services yielding no income, and 238
are engaged in the stone department, and in other kinds
of labor more or less productive.

Most of the occupations of the convicts are such as
they may pursue with advantage after they quit the prison.

That they are not injurious to health is shown by the
fact that only three of the prisoners have died the past
year.

The business done in the stone department has many
advantages. It is healthful : those engaged in it are eas-
ily kept under constant and close inspection ; it is a profi-
table employment for them when they leave the prison,
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and it is more lucrative than any other pursued
But success in it depends on several contingencies. Most
of the work done is not for the supply of any actual wants,
but for objects of taste and luxury. It is only in times of
general prosperity, therefore, that we can expect much
profit from this department. And those interested in the
management of the institution should bear in mind the
extreme uncertainty attending operations in this business,
which is now their principal financial resource. Further,
the profit made in this department is derived wholly from
hammering the stone. The material is purchased of oth-
ers, and the amount of net profit in the business depends
on the price which they think proper to exact for the
rough stone. Intimations have been given recently that a
considerable advance may be expected on the former
prices of it. To guard against this evil as much as pos-
sible, we think it expedient that authority be given to
purchase a quarry of stone at such time and upon such
terms as the Legislature may deem proper.

Some difficulty and inconvenience have been experi-
enced in the want of sufficient room in the prison yard for
the deposite of wood, stone, &c. It would be very ex-
pensive to enlarge the yard by the purchase of land from
the abuttors, and we do not think that course necessary.
The Commonwealth owns a very large and valuable tract
of flats adjoining the yard, a part of which may be filled
up gradually by the convicts, and the desired accommo-
dation be thus obtained at very small expense. To
authorise this improvement, a resolve of the Legislature
may be needed.

During the past year the warden and others, entrusted
with the care and government of the convicts, have per-formed their various duties with fidelity, and to our entire
approbation. As the prison is carefully examined by one
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of the inspectors every week, and by all of them every
month, it is not easy for any mismanagement or neglect
of duty to exist long without our knowledge.

We cannot close this report, without tendering to you,
Sir, our sincere thanks for the great interest you have
shown in the concerns of this institution during all the time
you have held your present office. We feel assured that your
frequent visits—your careful attention to the treatment
and wants of the prisoners, and to the conduct of those en-
trusted with the , care of them, have produced the best
effects. We sincerely regret that we are soon to lose the
benefit of your counsel and services, and we earnestly
hope that the example afforded by your devotedness to the
interests of the institution will influence your successors.
Its prosperity does not depend wholly on what the inspec-
tors, the warden, or its other officers may do. In the
management of its various and important interests, much aid
is derived from the advice and co-operation of our princi-
pal magistrates and other influential and intelligent citi-
zens. Their frequent visits to the prison, and the desire
they show to have all its affairs properly conducted, secure
increased vigilance and fidelity on the part of the immedi-
ate government: And we have no doubt that the present
prosperous state of the prison is to be attributed in a great
degree to the fact, that this penitentiary has many and
faithful watchmen who feel a deep interest in its welfare,
—who have done much to promote it,—and who will be
as ready to detect and expose any mismanagement, as
they will be happy to make known and praise a proper
administration of its concerns.

JOHN R. ADAN,
S. LELAND,
CHARLES WELLS.

Charlestown, Sept. 30th, 1835.
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To His Honor Samuel T. Armstrong, Acting Governor,

and the Honorable Council of the Commonwealth oj
Massachusetts.

In compliance with the requisitions of law, the Warden
has the honor to submit “ a statement of the general af-
fairs” of the State Prison.

The whole number of convicts remaining in
prison October Ist, 1834, .... 277

Received during the year ending 30th Septem-
ber, 1835, . . .

. . . 116
Convict retaken who escaped in 1834, . . 1

394
Discharged from Prison during the year,

by expiration of sentence, 99
by remission of sentence, 13

Died, 3 115

Remaining in Prison September 30th,
1835, 279

Ages of those in Prison.
Under 20 years, . . 19 45 to 50 years, . . 12
20 to 25 “

. 63 50 to 55 “ 6
25 to 30 “

. 63 55 to 60 “
.

. 6
30 to 35 “

. 49 60 to 65 “
.

. 4
35 to 40 “

. 26 70 to 75 “
. 1

40 to 45 “

. 28 75 to 80 “ o
2

(COPV
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Terms of Sentences.
8 months, . 16 years, ... 10

1 year, . .
. 27 7 “

. . 16

1 “ and 6 months, . 5 8 “ . . 4
1 “ and 10 “

. 1 9 “
. 2

2 years, .
.

. 43 10 “
. . 19

2 “ and 6 months, . 2 11“ and 6 months, .

]

3 “
. . 49 12 “

. . 2
3 “ and 1 month, . 2 14 “

. . 1
3 “ and 6 months, . 2 15 “

. . 3

4 “
. . 36 17 “ . . 1

4 “ and 3 months, . I 20 “
.

. 4
5 “

. . . 28 During Natural Life, . 25

5 “ and 6 months, . 1

Crimes.
Murder, sentenced commuted, 3 i Bestiality, ... 1

Manslaughter, . . 4 ! Lewd Exposure of Person, 1

Assault, with intent to Murder, 11 Passing, or having in possession
with intent to pass, Counterfeit

Robbery, ... 1 money, ... 17
Assault, with intent to Rob, 3 Forgery, . . .16
Attempt to Poison, . 1 Receiving Stolen Goods, . 1

Arson, ... 2 Obtaining goods under false pre-
tences, ... 3

Burglary, ... 21
Larceny, . . . 173

Attempt to Rape, . . 7
Common and Notorious Thief, 6

Adultery', ... 4
Escaping from House of Correc-

Polygamy, ... 1 tion in Suffolk County, . 1

Bigamy, . 2
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States and Countries of which they are Natives.
Maine, . . . 12 Missouri, ... 1

New Hampshire, . 36 Florida, ... 1

Massachusetts, , . 113 British Provinces in North Amer-
ica, . 7Vermont, . . . 11

West Indies, . . 1
Rhode Island, . . 6

England, . . . 11
Connecticut, . . 9

Scotland, ... 3
New-York, . .

] 4
| Ireland, ... 33

New Jersey, . . 2 1j France, ... 1Pennsylvania, . . 4
Holland, ... 1Delaware, . . 1 j

11 Germany,
. . 1

Maryland, . . 3 j
| Africa, ... 1District of Columbia, . 2 jj

Virginia, . . , 2jj Foreigners,
. 59

Ohio, •

• • I Americans, . 220
Louisiana, . . 2il Total, . 279

Of the Convicts remaining in Prison, 18 are Negroes and 14 Mulaltoes.

Employment.
Stone Cutters, . . 86 .( Tinmen, ... 5
Carpenters, . . 3 j Tailors, ... 7
Team Hands, . . 12 j| Cooking, Washing and Baking, 11
Tool Grinders, . . 4 j Waiters and Messengers, 3
Blacksmiths, . . 26 I Barbars, ... 2
Whitesmiths, . , 3 Sweepers in New Prison, 2
Shoe Makers, . . 10 Wood Sawyers and Lumpers, 4
Cabinet Makers, . . 43 Invalids on light labor, . 2
Upholsters, . . 9 Superannuated, . . 1
Brush Makers, . . 21 In Cell, ... I
Coopers,

... 3 Attendants in Hospital, . 2
H ® tters' ' 7 Patients in Hospital, . )2
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Crimes of those received the last year.
Larceny, . . . 77 j Polygamy, . . I

Common and Notorious Thief, 5 j Bigamy, ... 2

Passing, or having in possession i Robbery, ... 1
with intent to pass, Counterfeit |
Money, . . 5 Arson, ... 2

Forgery, . . . 6 j Escaping from the House ofCor-
rection in Suffolk County, 1

Burglary, . . 3
! Manslaughter, . . 2

Assault with intent to Murder, 4
i Cheating and obtaining goods

Adultery, . . . 2 under false pretences, 2

Attempt to Rape, . 2 Receiving Stolen Goods, 1

Sentences.
*3 months, . . 14 years, ... 14

6“..21 5 “
.

. 6

8“..1j 6 “
.

. 3

1 year, . . . 27 1 7 “
. . 4

1 year and 6 months, . 5 1 9 “
. • 1

1 “ 10 “
. 1 10 11

.

- 1

2 years, . . , 17 32 “
.

. 1

2 “ and 6 months, . 1 14 “
. • 1

3 “
. . 24 15 “

. .
2

3 “ and 6 months, . 1 During Natural Life, . 3
* Sentences at the Circuit Court of the United States.



1836. SENATE—No. 6. 13

States and Counties of which they are Natives.
Maine, ... 5 Virginia, ... 2

New Hampshire, . 18 Louisiana, . . 1

Massachusetts, . . 42 Missouri, . . 1

Vermont, ... 5 British Provinces in N. America, 3

Rhode Island, . . 3 England, ... 5

Connecticut, . . 5 Ireland, ... 13

New York, .

• 6 Scotland, . . 1

New Jersey, . . 1 Africa, ... 1
Pennsylvania, . . 2

Delaware, . . 1 Foreigners, . .23

Maryland, . . 1 Americans, .
. 93—116

Of those received the last year, four are negroes and three mulattoes.

Crimes of those sentenced for Life.
Murder, sentence commuted, 3 with intent to pass, Counterfeit

Money, ... 4Arson, .
.

. 1
Additional Sentence, for havingRobbery, .

. . 1 { been convicted and sentenced
_ ,

Three different times to thisBurglary, ... 7 j Prison, ... 9
Passing, or having in possession Total, .

. 25
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The following Table shows the number of convicts re-
ceived from each County the last year, and also what
portion of them are foreigners, or native citizens of this,
or the other States of the Union.

nTvm’TT’cj Ut t) j w Natives of Natives of tbiaCOUNTIES. j No. Received. loreignets. other stales. State.

Suffolk, ... 36 12 14 10

Essex, ... 6 24

Middlesex,... 25 5 14 6

Hampshire, . . 2 2

Plymouth, ... 2 11

Bristol, ... 13 1 5 7

Barnstable, . . 1 1

Worcester,... 13 1 3 9

Berkshire, ... 4 2 1 1

Norfolk, ... 6 1 4 1

Franklin, ... 1 1

Hampden, ... 5 23

Nantucket, . . I 2 1 1

i 116 I 23 51 42
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Names of Convicts re-committed the past year.

Williams Stevens, 2d, comer convicted at Concord.
Henry Reed, “ “ Boston.
Ashael B. Mott, “

“ Springfield.
William Southard, “ “ Boston.
Thomas Van Ranssallaer, Negro, 2d comer, convicted

at Worcester.
Amos Teal, 2d comer, convicted at Boston.
Joseph Farrar, (alias Levet) 2d comer, convicted at

Concord.
William Haggett, 2d comer, convicted at Boston.
Joseph Mattis, (alias Claflen) 2d comer, convicted at

Boston.
John Barrow, (alias Saunders) 2d comer, convicted at

Boston.
William Westgate, 3d comer, convicted at Taunton..
Erastus B. Eaton, 2d comer, convicted at Dedham.
William Brown, (alias Nudd) 3d comer, convicted at

Concord.

There are twenty two convicts only remaining in this
prison, who were committed under sentences passed upon
them prior to the introduction of the presentdiscipline 1830.
Of that number fifteen were sentenced for life. The sen-
tence of two will expire in 1836, one in 1837, one in
1838, two in 1839, and one in 1853.

The concerns of the prison have progressed with their
accustomed regularity the past year. The convicts gen-
erally have enjoyed the blessing of good health, but few
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deaths have occurred, and no extraordinary event has
transpired worthy of particular notice.

The means of employment have been constantly at
command. Industry has not been permitted to slacken
its hand, and good order and obedience have been, at all
times maintained. It is gratifying to remark that this
state of things is not secured by the hope of reward, or the
granting of indulgences, nor is it by the mere exercise of
arbitrary power—breaking down the mind and will of
the convict by painful privations or corporeal sufferings.
It is rather the result of a healthful moral influence, ex-
erted over the minds of an unfortunate class of men,
who, having violated both the laws of God and man, are
necessarily held in bondage as a partial atonement for
their offences, and as an example to the vicious and un-
principled who still remain in society.

Among other means used to secure this good influence,
it may not in this connexion be altogether inappropri-
ate to notice the indebtedness of this institution to the
benevolence of a numerous body of Christian philanthro-
pists, who, periodically, devote an interesting portion of
the sabbath to teaching such of the convicts as are una-
ble to read, and of imparting lessons of moral and relig-
ious instruction to all who wish to avail themselves of the
benefits to be derived from attending the sabbath school.

It can scarcely be doubted that much good is constant-
ly resulting from these disinterested efforts; and that
many have been, and still are, awakened to a sense of
duty and moral obligation, under the teachings inculcated
in this school.

Pursuant to a resolve, passed at the first session of the
present legislature, the building occupied by the black-
smiths, has been enlarged, and repaired in a manner cal-
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dilated to afford greater facilities in the performance of
labor; better means of inspection and oversight, and
more comfort to those employed therein. The labor in
carrying forward this improvement, was performed by the
convicts, and a valuable addition has been made to the
prison property, at an expense, for the necessary materi-
als amounting to the sum of $499 44, being $2OO 56,
less than the appropriation authorized in the resolve.
This sum, together with an increased amount of the usu-

al annual expenditure for fixtures and repairs on other
parts of the establishment during the past season, have
been made a charge upon the prison treasury.

Notwithstanding this expenditure, it is anticipated that
from the dilapidated state of the pickets, and of the pali-
sade and platform walk on the outer walls, that, consid-
erable repairs will be required the ensuing year.

It has often been a subject of remark, that this insti-
tution, in regard to the workshops, and some of the other
buildings, suffers in comparison with the best regulated
establishments of a similar character, in other states.

It is much to be regretted, that the limited extent of
the lands do not afford a good opportunity for necessary
improvements, unless the extensive flats owned by the
Commonwealth should be filled up for that purpose ; still,
some improvements in buildings might be made within
the present inclosure, and it is to be hoped, that the wis-
dom of the legislature will, ere long, authorize the ac-
complishment of an object so desirable and necessary, for
the promotion of good order and discipline.

With a view to avoid as far as possible, all competition
with mechanical labor in this vicinity, efforts have been
made to secure the means of employing the convicts
from distant parts ot our country, A large portion of

3
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our contracts therefore for furnishing hammered granite,
have of late years been obtained in this way.

Notwithstanding the safety of the credits, yet, from
the great distance and the mode of transacting the busi-
ness, some delay is necessarily occasioned in the settle-
ment of the accounts ; several now remain open, and are
subject to charges and expenses, which, if closed at this
time, would materially lessen the balance exhibited in
the schedule of disbursements and income. It is con-
sidered that the sum of $1464 94 is amply sufficient to
meet all those charges and expenses, and also to cover
any liability on account of doubtful debts contracted the
past year.

Deducting, therefore, this sum from the nominal bal-
ance of profits, it will appear that, after paying all ex-
penses, the institution has gained $7OOO.

But this statement does not show the whole amount

of profits arising from the labor of the convicts, and oth-
er sources of income to the institution, the past year.

By reference to the annual report of the Hon. Board
of Inspectors, for the year 1834, it will be seen that
many of the debts included in the statements of that
year, were considered to be of doubtful character.

In accordance with the plan proposed in that report,
these debts, amounting to $2,671 09, have been charged
to the stock account, and are not included in the state-

ment of property on hand the present year. But for this
disposition of those debts, the schedule would exhibit a
gain of $9,671 09.

That no doubts may arise respecting the financial re-
sults of the past year; it may be proper to state, that
with the exception of the allowance heretofore made,
the remainder of the debts, represented in the accounts,
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which are now prepared, and will soon be lodged in the
office of the State Treasurer, are presumed to be good ;

and that the stock on hand is not over valued, may be
inferred from the fact, that the services of several disin-
terested persons of highly respectable standing, were ob-
tained to examine and appraise the same at the lowest
market value.

In closing this report, it is a subject of grateful ac-
knowledgment, that so much harmony and unanimity of
feeling have prevailed among those engaged in the man-
agement of the concerns of this institution. To this cir-
cumstance, and to the weekly supervision of the Hon.
Board of Inspectors, the unwearied efforts of the chap-
lain, and the skill and attention of the physician, and not
less also to the persevering fidelity, and untiring faith-
fulness of the deputy warden, and the other officers,
is it, under Providence, in a great measure indebt-
ed for the order and prosperity which distinguish its
operations.
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Dr. Disbursements and Income for one year, ending September 30, 1835. Cr.

To Cash paid for Provisions, - $8,505 72 By Stone Department, ----- $25,590 62
“ “ Clothing, - 3,263 97 « Labor, 12,216 86
“ “ Hospital expenses, - 313 63 “ Fees of Admittance, ----- 1,163 25

“ Fuel and other expenses, - 2,006 66 “ Profit and Loss, ----- 277 54
“ “ Prisoners discharged, - - 411 28
“ “ Officers Salaries, - 14,066 55
“ “ Transportation of Prisoners, - 933 72
“ “ Sales of sundry Merchandize, - 852
“ “ Fixtures and Tools, - - 28 32
“ “ Repairs of Real Estate, - - 1,244 96

To Balance, being profits, excepting the sum of
$1,464 94, alluded to in the foregoing Report, 8,464 94 $39,248 27

$39,248 27 I By Balance, $8,464 94
Which is most respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr., Warden.
Massachusetts State Prison, November 25, 1835,
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To His Honor Samuel T. Armstrong, acting Governor
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

and the Honor-
able Council.

f The Chaplain of the state prison asks leave to pre-
sent the following report, for the year ending Septem-
ber 30th, 1835. He feels grateful, that although he can
furnish nothing to awaken peculiar gratification, he has
nothing to disclose out of the ordinary course of events in
such an institution to excite regret in the minds of those
who feel an interest in its prosperity. Who that is a phi-
lanthropist or a Christian can fail to cherish emotions of
gratitude, in view of the general health which has pre-
vailed in the institution, during the past year; and in
view of the fact that out of an average of about 280 con-
victs, there have been only three deaths; and it is worthy
of remark that two of the three took place within the
first half month of the year; so that in fact, during the
other eleven and a half months there was but a single
death.

For such a blessing, He who is the merciful disposer of
every good gift, should in a special manner have the
praise; at the same time it would be ungrateful to over-
look the instrumentality which He has been pleased to
employ in the accomplishment of a result so truly gratify-
ing. It will at once be perceived that reference is here
had to the superintendence and direction of the medical
department of this establishment.

The past year has also been one of undisturbed quiet.

(COPY.)
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The hum of systematic and well directed industry has
been constantly heard during the hours appropriated to
labor, and the strict though wholesome and salutary rules
and regulations of the institution have, with as little vari-
ation as can reasonably be expected, maintained then-
ascendancy, and secured the results designed and antici-
pated. It must therefore be most obvious, that such a
state of things could not be produced and habitually
maintained without a constant and untiring vigilance and
fidelity on the part of the chief executive officer of the
institution, and of those who are employed in subordinate
stations, subject to his direction and control.

In the religious and moral department, though all that
could be wished has not been accomplished, yet it is
humbly hoped that much has been done to soften the hard
heart, to subdue the stubborn will, to awaken feelings of
penitence, to enlighten the understanding, and to correct
and improve the affections.

Private conversations have been almost daily had with
more or less of the prisoners. Morning and evening of
every day in the week, the. Sabbath excepted, the scrip-
tures are read and prayers offered in the chapel, at which
time all the convicts are assembled who are able to attend.
On every Sabbath during the months of July, August and
September, there are two public religious services in the
chapel; the one at about 8 o’clock, A. M.. and the other
at about 5 o’clock, P. M. This course has been adopt-
ed during these three months, that the prisoners, during
the warmest and usually the most sickly part of the year,
may enjoy greater advantages for air and exercise than
are found necessary at other seasons. In all other parts
of the year, the morning of the Sabbath is occupied by the
services and instructions of the Sabbath school, in which
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are assembled about one half of the whole number of
the convicts.

Here many who were unable to read at all when they
entered the prison, are taught to read the scriptures of
divine truth. Many others who could barely read, and
whose minds were darkened by ignorance, have been
greatly improved and enlightened; and some, it is hoped
and believed, have, though the abounding grace of God,
been made wise unto salvation. This school is under the
immediate superintendence of the chaplain, although either
the warden or his deputy and one subordinate officer of
the prison are always present, to see that perfect order is
maintained, and that nothing takes place inconsistent with
the sacredness of the day or of the occasion. The school
is instructed by from twenty to thirty suitably qualified
individuals, who from Sabbath to Sabbath, according to
previous arrangement, attend for that purpose. These
teachers uniformly seem to feel a very deep interest in
this school, and there is no service in which they engage
with more apparent delight; although many of them
travel the distance of several miles, and not unfrequently
when the weather is unpleasant and severe.

The convicts, also, who compose this school, with very
few exceptions, seem to value it highly, and to feel a live-
ly interest in the instructions they there receive ; and no
doubt can be rationally cherished, but this school is con-
stantly exerting an influence to enlighten, to improve and
to bless, those who receive its instructions.

It will at once be perceived, how much the institution
is indebted to the disinterested and benevolent labors of
those who engage in the business of imparting instruction
to those committed to their charge.

At 12 o’clock, after the close of the exereises of the
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Sabbath school, the labors of the sanctuary commence,
when all the prisoners are required to attend. These
services are much the same as are performed in other con-
gregations. It is believed that few audiences can be found
where there is more perfect order, or a more fixed atten-
tion during the whole solemnities of divine worship.
After the close of these services, the prisoners return to
their cells, where every man has a bible, and where he is
left to his own reflections until the dawn of the ensuing
morning shall summon him to his accustomed labor.

Such is a brief outline of the moral and religious in-
struction with which the prisoners are furnished, and by
which they are constantly followed ; and if these instruc-
tions are such as they ought to be, and are communicated
in a manner the best adapted to produce the desired
effect, they can hardly fail to exert a powerful controlling
influence over the minds of most of these men, and thus
to contribute to the promotion of order, industry and the
best interests of the institution. On the other hand, the
system of discipline and of labor adopted and carried out

with the constancy, uniformity and decision with which
it is maintained on the part of the government of the
prison, prepares the way in a most admirable manner, for
the successful application of these means of moral and
religious improvement, which it was designed the depart-
ment of the chaplain should furnish and bring into opera-
tion, as circumstances should present opportunities for so
doing.

Although the result of the means of grace and instruc-
tion, the past year, have not been all that heart of Chris-
tian benevolence could desire, still it is matter of devout
gratitude to God, that in some instances, these results
have been marked and cheering, and that during two or
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three of the last months of the year there has been an

increased attention in the minds of numbers to the great
subject ef their soul’s salvation.

So often have the more preeminent causes and preven-
tions of vice and crime been presented in similar reports,
that it is thought unnecessary on this occasion to attempt a

repetition. Still, every Christian philanthropist and legis-
lator should be untiring in the exposure of the one and the
successful application of the other.

The chaplain would do violence to his own feelings,
and omit the performance of an act of justice which he
owes to others, should he fail to mention that he has been
uniformly cheered and encouraged in the discharge of his
appropriate and official duties by the warden and all asso-
ciated with him in the government and management of
the institution.

JARED CURTIS,
Chaplain Massachusetts State Prison.

Charlestown, Nov. 25th, 1835.

4
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To His Honor Samuel T. Armstrong, Lt. Governor of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and to the Hon-
orable Council.

Gentlemen,—

The number of patients admitted into the Hospital of
this Institution, during the year ending September 30th,
1835, is 163. The aggregate number of days residence
in Hospital, 2,996.

In addition to this, 281 days labor have been abated
by the advice of the Physician, for slight accidents, and
sickness of short continuance, making the whole loss of
labor chargeable to the Hospital, 3,277 days.

The clerks’ account will show the gross expense of the
department to have been $313 63—21 29 of which have
been for Medicines. If from this we deduct $236 68,
being the value of 2,996 Rations, which Rations would
have been consumed by the patients, had they not been
in the Hospital, we shall have $76 93 as the net expense
of this department for the current year.

Three patients have died during the year, viz; Oct.
4th, 1834, John Quinn, aged 33 years, Fever. On the
13th of the same month, William Fowler, aged 25 years,
of Phthysis Pulmonalis. September 21st, 1835, Eben-
ezer Shannon, aged 47 years, of Phthysis Pulmonalis.

At the close of the last year, there existed in the
Hospital several cases of Typhus Fever of somewhat ag-
gravated type. The same disease in a mitigated form
has been more or less prevalent during the year, yet has
it proved fatal in one case only. The treatment pursued

(COPY.)
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has been by no means active, and the Physician attributes
success more to an early resort to treatment, to the rest
and quiet which have been afforded the sick in this In-
stitution, and to the perfect control which is held over
the appetites, excitements, and injudicious indulgences
which the sick in private life are subjected to by those
about them, than to any drugs administered.

In closing, the Physician would express his gratitude
to the several departments of the Prison government for
the kind co-operation which he has received at their
hands during the whole time he has been connected with
them. All of which is submitted

With the greatest respect, by
WILLIAM J. WALKER,

Physician Mass. State Prison.
Sept. 30, 1835
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Statement of the expenses of the Hospital department
of Mass. State Prison, for the year ending 30th Sep-
tember, 1835, as per vouchers charged to

said department, $313 63
Of this sum there has been expended

for Medicines, 21 29
For Beef and other meats, 81 69
“ Potatoes, 11 48

•93 07
“ Flour, Sugar, Butter, Tea, Wine,

Cider, &c. &c. &c. 109 08
“ Milk, 76 88
“ Bread, Crackers, and Pilot Bread, 13 31

$313 63
From the above sum deduct the value

of 2,996 Rations, which amount to 236 68
It shows the net expenses of the Hos-

pital for the current year to be 76 95
$313 63

HENRY K. FROTHINGHAM,Attest

Three have died during the year,
In Oct. 1834, John Quinn, aged 33 years.
“ “ “ William Fowler, “ 25 “

“ Sept. 1835, Ebenezer Shannon, “ 47 “

Clerk of M. S. P-


