
House of Representatives, Feb. 22, 1856.

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Ca-
nals, be instructed to enquire, whether any, and if any,
what alterations are necessary in the General Laws con-
cerning Rail-road Corporations.

Sent up for concurrence.

Concurred

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

~IVo. 41.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

SENATE...,

@omwontocaltf) of iHassartjttsetts.

In Senate, Feb. 22, 1836.



The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was committed an order of the House of the 22d
of February last, instructing them to inquire “what alter-
ations are necessary in the general laws concerning Rail-
road Corporations,” have considered the same, and ask
leave to report a Bill.

C. HUDSON, Chairman.

£ommonU)talH) of ißasssarljusctts.

In Senate, March 1, 1836.



and Thirty-Six.

AN ACT

In addition to the Thirty-ninth Chapter of the Revised
Statutes, of Turnpike, Rail-road and Canal Corpora-
tions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. The Legislature may, from time to time,
2 alter or amend the charter of any Rail-road Corpora-
-3 tion that may hereafter be granted; provided, however,
4 that they shall not, without the consent of the corpo-
-5 ration, so alter the charter as to reduce the net income
6 from tolls and other sources of profit, below the rate
7 of ten per cent, per annum.
1 Sec. 2. Nothing contained in the preceding sec-

-2 tion, in the statute of March eleventh, one thousand
3 eight hundred and thirty-one, chapter eighty-one, or
4 in the twenty-third section of the forty-fourth chapter
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5 of the Revised Statutes, passed on the fourth day of
6 November, in the year one thousand eight hundred
7 and thirty-five, shall authorize the Legislature to re-
-8 peal any Rail-road charter, except for some violation
9 of its provisions by the corporation.
1 Sec. 3. The annual report required by the eighty-

-2 second section of the chapter to which this is in addi-
-3 tion, shall specify under distinct heads the total amount
4 of capital paid in, the expenditures during the past
5 year, the amount of repairs on the road, the amount of
6 repairs on the engines and cars, and the amount of
7 miscellaneous expenses ; it shall also specify the total
8 amount of receipts during the past year, the amount

9 received for the transportation of passengers, the
10 amount received for the transportation of merchandize,
11 and the amount of other miscellaneous receipts; also,
12 the amount divided during the past year, and the rate

13 of per cent, of such dividends.
1 Sec. 4. Whenever, by reason of snow, ice, or
2 other cause, any Rail-road corporation shall not be
3 able to transport passengers upon their road, they shall
4 without any additional charge, furnish all reasonable
5 facilities by stages or otherwise, for the conveyance of
6 persons between the termini of their road.


