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The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to

whom was referred the petition of Jesse Bowers and
others, for a Rail-road from Nashua to Lowell, have had
the same under consideration, and ask leave to report a
Bill

In Senate, March 5, 1836.

C. HUDSON, Chairman

£omtnontotaltu of





AN ACT

To establish the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpora-
tion.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. Jesse Bowers, Ira Gay, and Daniel Ab-
-2 hot, their associates, successors and assigns, be, and
3 they hereby are, made a corporation, by the name of
4 the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, with
5 all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the
6 duties and liabilities contained in that part of the
7 thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, passed
8 November the fourth, in the year one thousand eight
9 hundred and thirty-five, which relates to rail-road cor-

-10 potations, and in the first twenty-two sections of the

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.

Commontoealttj of Massachusetts.
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11 forty-fourth chapter of said Revised Statutes; and
12 said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered
13 to locate, construct, and finally complete a rail-road,
14 from Lowell, in the county of Middlesex, to form a
15 junction with that portion of said Nashua and Lowell
16 Rail-road, lying within the state of New Hampshire—-

-17 the proposed rail-road commencing and pursuing the
18 course following, viz:—Commencing at the western
19 termination of the straight line near the car-house of
20 the Boston and Low’ell Rail-road, thence passing along
21 the northern bank of the canal, about eighteen hun-
-22 dred feet, to a point a little westerly of the bridge
23 over the same—thence westerly, curving a little to

24 the north, about one hundred and seventy rods, to a
25 point in said canal, about forty rods south of the
26 guard locks—thence crossing said canal, and running
27 westerly, in the same direction, curving slightly to the
28 south, about two hundred and fifty-six rods, to a point
29 about ten rods south of black brook, crossing the high-
-30 way about forty rods east of Whitney’s house—-
-31 thence westerly, crossing black brook, and continuing
32 a straight line about one hundred and twenty rods, to

33 the second lock of the locks at the head of Middlesex
34 canal—thence crossing said lock, and passing along
35 near the south bank of Merrimack river, about one
36 mile, to the margin of the Merrimack, at the hill,
37 about ninety-five rods east of stony brook, thence curv-

-38 ing gradually to the north, to a point near the mouth of
39 said brook—thence crossing said brook, and curving
40 gradually to the south, about three hundred and sixty-
-41 six rods, to the Middlesex turnpike gate—thence pass-
-42 ing near the eastern side of said turnpike, about two

43 miles, to a point near the head of said turnpike—
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44 thence curving to the south, on the southern bank of
45 the Merrimack, to the mouth of biscuit brook—thence
46 curving northerly, and passing up the westerly bank
47 of the Merrimack, to the mouth of Butterfield’s
48 brook—thence passing said brook, and leaving said
49 bank, and curving gradually to the west, round the
50 brow of the ridge, across the horse-shoe bend, about
51 one mile and one hundred rods, to the mouth of How-
-52 ard’s brook—thence crossing the same near its mouth,
53 and running along the bank of the Merrimack, to the
54 northern line of the state, so as to unite with that
55 part of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road lying with-
-56 in the state of New Hampshire ; or the said corpora-
-57 tion may commence their road at some convenient
58 point near the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, south of
59 the Patucket canal, and run near the margin of said
60 canal, till they meet the line before described.

1 Sec. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall
2 consist of a sum not exceeding three hundred thous-
-3 and dollars, to be divided into shares of one, hundred
4 dollars each ; and said corporation may purchase and
5 hold such real estate as may be necessary for a depot,
6 and other purposes connected with the use of said
7 road.
1 Sec. 3. If, at the expiration of four years from
2 and after the time of the completion of said rail-road,
3 the nett income of receipts from tolls and other profits,
4 taking the four years aforesaid for the basis of calcu-
-5 lation, shall have amounted to more than ten percent.
6 per annum, upon the capital stock paid in, the legis-
-7 lature may take measures to alter, equalize, and re-
-8 duce the rate of tolls and other profits, in such man-
-9 ner as to take oft'the overplus for the next four vears,
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10 calculating the amount of transportation upon the
11 road to be the same as in the four years next preced-
-12 ing; and at the expiration of every four years there-
-13 after, the same proceedings may be had.

1 Sec. 4. Said corporation are hereby authorized to
2 enter with their rail-road, on that point of the Boston
3 and Lowell Rail-road, designated in the first section
4 of this act, or within thirty rods, in either direction
5 from said point, paying for the right to use the same,
6 or any part thereof, such a rate of toll as the legisla-
-7 ture may from time to time prescribe, and complying
8 with such rules and regulations, as may be established
9 by said Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, by

10 virtue of the fifth section of their act of incorporation.
11 Provided, however, that it shall be the duty of the
12 corporation hereby created, to enter the said Boston
13 and Lowell Rail-road by such proper turn-outs or

14 switches as will not unreasonably incommode the
15 travel upon the said Boston and Lowell Rail-road,
16 and pay all the expenses incident to, and in conse-

-17 quence of any alterations necessary in said Boston
18 and Lowell Rail-road, to enable them to enter upon
19 it in a proper manner.

1 Sec. 5. If the amount of stock of said rail-road
2 shall not have been subscribed for, the corporation or-

-3 ganized, and the location of the road filed with the
O 7

4 county commissioners of the county ol Middlesex,
6 previous to the first day of January, in the }ear ot
6 our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
-7 seven ; or if said corporation shall lail to complete the
8 said road on or before the first day ol September, in
9 the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

10 thirty-eight, this act shall be void.
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1 Sec. 6. Nothing contained in this act shall author-
-2 ize said corporation to erect any pier or other obstruc-
-3 tion in the Patucket or Middlesex canal, and if they
4 construct their rail-road across either of said canals,
5 they shall not in any way obstruct the safe and con-
-6 venient use of said canals.
1 Sec. 7. The legislature may, at any time, alter or
2 amend this act; provided, however , that they shall
3 not, without the consent of the corporation, reduce
4 the toll and other sources of profit, so as to produce
5 a less income than ten per cent, per annum.
1 Sec. 8. Nothing contained in the preceding sec-

-2 tion, in the statute of March eleventh, one thousand
3 eight hundred and thirty-one, chapter eighty-first, or
4 in the twenty-third section of the forty-fourth chapter
5 of the Revised Statutes, passed on the fourth day of
6 November, in the year one thousand eight hundred
7 and thirty-five, shall authorize the legislature to repeal
8 this act, except for some violation of its provisions by
9 the corporation.




