
SENATE No. 67.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in Gene-
ral Court assembled.

Com montociUUj of J&assacljusctts.

This petition of the undersigned, citizens of Massa-
chusetts, respectfully represents, that there are certain
laws in several of the states of this confederacy, which
operate to deprive a portion of our fellow citizens of this
Commonwealth, of the privileges and rights guarantied
to them by our federal constitution—nay more, which
subject them to heavy losses, cruel treatment, and even
to the deprivation of their liberty for life—in direct vio-
lation of the avowed purposes of our Union, which were
“ to establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
posterityand in utter disregard of that article of the
constitution, which explicitly provides, that “ the citizens
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of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immu-
nities of citizens in the several states.”

The laws, of which your petitioners complain, are
first, those of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina,
and others of the southern states, which provide, that
whenever any colored person shall be found on board any
vessel coming into any ports of those states, he shall be
forthwith taken by the proper officers, and lodged in jail
for safe keeping, until the departure of the vessel, to
which he may belong. Under the operation of these
laws, your petitioners do know, and can prove, that seve-
ral worthy citizens of this Commonwealth, have been
seized in southern ports, and for no other reason, than
the color of their skin, have been immured in prisons,,
and there kept for weeks or months, subject to incon-
venience, loss and injury to health.

Secondly. Your petitioners complain of those laws in
the southern states, by which it is provided, that any col-
ored persons, who may go into those states, shall be pre-
sumed to be runaway slaves, thrown into prison, and
after confinement there a longer or a shorter time, (if no
one appears to testify to their freedom, or if they cannot
prove it in some other way,) they shall be sold at public
auction, to pay jail fees. Under the operation of these
cruel laws, your petitioners do know, and can prove, that
many worthy citizens of this Commonwealth, have been
imprisoned and sold into slavery. In some instances they
have been redeemed from bondage—but, in other in-
stances, they have been hurried off beyond the reach or
the knowledge of their relatives and friends. There is
at this moment, the case of one Mary Smith, a free col-
ored woman, native of this Commonwealth, who, being
on her return from New Orleans, whither she had been
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as a servant, was cast away upon the coast of North
Carolina, and was immediately seized, and soon after
sold into slavery, under the law of which we com-
plain.

Thirdly. Your petitioners complain of those laws of
the southern states, which provide, that in case a slave
be found secreted on board a vessel in any port of those
states, after said vessel shall have weighed anchor to sail
from said port—the captain and crew of said vessel
shall be seized : and if it be proved, that any of them
were privy to the secreting of the slave—they shall be
put to death I And in case it be proved, that the slave
secreted himself without the knowledge of the captain,
even then, the captain shall pay a fine of jive hundred
dollars.

Under the operation of these laws, your petitioners know
and can prove, that worthy citizens of this Commonwealth
have been seized, imprisoned, and fined. They would
refer your honorable bodies particularly to a case not yet,
we believe, decided. The schooner Butler, Capt. Carter,
belonging to Fall River, Mass., was about to sail for New
Inlet, North Carolina, when a slave was found secreted
onboard the vessel. Her officers and crew were immedi-
ately seized. Capt. Carter was admitted to bail; but the
mate and seamen were put into prison, there to await
their trial, which may result in their condemnation to
death.

Furthermore, your petitioners respectfully represent,
that there have been special acts of some of the southern
legislatures, by which the persons, and even lives of some
of our fellow-citizens of this Commonwealth, have been
subjected to the danger of abduction or assassination.
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We would especially present to the consideration of your
honorable bodies, a law enacted by the Legislature of
Oeorgia, and not yet repealed, which is as follows:

In Senate, Nov. 30, 1831.

“ Resolved , By the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the State of Georgia, in General Assembly met,
That the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same
is hereby appropriated, to be paid to any person or per-
sons, who shall arrest, bring to trial, and prosecute to
conviction, under the laws of this State, the editor or
publisher of a certain paper called the Liberator, publish-
ed in the town of Boston, and State of Massachusetts ; or
who shall arrest, bring to trial, and prosecute to convic-
tion, under the laws of this State, any other person or
persons who shall utter, publish, or circulate within the
limits of this State, said paper, called the Liberator, or
any other paper, circular, pamphlet, letter, or address of
a seditious character.

And, that His Excellency the Governor, is hereby au-
thorized and requested, to issue his warrant upon the
Treasurer, for said sum of five thousand dollars, in favor
of any person or persons, who shall have arrested, and
brought to trial, and prosecuted to conviction, under the
laws of this State, the editor or publisher of the Libera-
tor; or who shall have arrested and brought to trial, or

prosecuted to conviction, under the laws of this State,
any other person or persons who shall utter, publish, or

circulate, within the limits of this State, said paper, call-
ed the Liberator, or any other paper, circular, letter or

address of a seditious character.
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And that these resolutions be inserted in the appropria
tion act.

And, resolved further, That His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, cause the foregoing resolutions to be published in
the public journals of this State, and such other papers
as he may think proper, and pay for the publication there-
of, out of the contingent fund.

Read and agreed to.

THOMAS STOCKS, President.

Attest.

J. L. HARRIS, Secretary.

In House of Representatives.

Concurred in, Dec. 24, 1831

ASBURY HULL, Speaker.

Attest.

W. C. DAWSON, Clerk.

Approved, Dec. 26, 1831.

WILSON LUMPKIN, Governor.”

In view of the facts above presented, your petitioners
respectfully ask your honorable bodies, to address the
Legislatures of those States, in which such laws exist,
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and such outrages have been committed upon the liberties
and lives of your constituents, representing to those Leg-
islatures the effects of those laws and proceedings, and
requesting them to repeal all their laws which violate the
rights of the citizens of Massachusetts, and contravene
the provisions of the federal constitution.

Your petitioners appeal to the Legislature as citizens
of Massachusetts, not as abolitionists, none of your peti-
tioners being connected with any Anti-slavery Society.

All which is respectfully submitted.

GEORGE ODIORNE,
BENJAMIN V. FRENCH,
JOSIAH CORING,
N. APPLETON,
GAMALIEL BRADFORD,
ASHUR ADAMS,
HENRY GASSETT,
OTIS HODGES,
DANIEL T. LOTHROP,
GEORGE W. LIGHT,
ALFRED NORTON,
MOSES KIMBALL,
CHARLES TAYLOR.


