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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

The undersigned petitioners, a committee of the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society, respectfully represent, that
our society was incorporated in 1794, and since that pe-
riod it has been actively engaged in collecting ancient
books and manuscripts, relating to the antiquities and his-
tory of America, and particularly of Massachusetts.
The result of their labors, is the collection of an exten-
sive and valuable library, and arranging it so as to be of
great public benefit, and the publication of twenty-four
volumes of collections of valuable papers and documents.

Among other documents of great value, which have en-
gaged the attention of our association, the ancient papers,
in the archives of the State House of this Common-
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wealth, have been considered among the most valuable;
and had the society been able, without too great labor, to
obtain access to them, and had it been at liberty to have
used them freely, they would, it may be presumed, have
enriched their collections with many of peculiar interest
and value. But the state in which these papers are, is
such, that it is extremely difficult and irksome to examine
them. Individuals, it is true, have looked over a few
files and journals, but it has been at a great expense of
time and labor. The ancient files are tied up in bundles,
frequently without regard to chronological order, or to the
subjects of which they treat. If reduced to order, they
would be highly beneficial to the public ; many of them
would be so, particularly, to the state and to individuals,
in establishing public and private rights, and in illustra-
ting the history and character of the founders of our state,
and the progress of society in this region, from the begin-
ning to the present prosperous state of the country.
The attention and labor, which the desired arrangement
ol these ancient documents would require, cannot be be-
stowed in the secretary’s office, consistently with due re-
gard to the current duties of the secretary, under the ex-
isting establishment. A laudable degree of attention, in-
deed, has been bestowed by the gentlemen, who have
so worthily sustained that office, but some direct and ef-
ficient provision is requisite for the entire arrangement of
these valuable remains. It was gratifying to find this
subject recommended to the attention of the legislature
by His Excellency the Governor, in his speech at the
commencement of the present session of the legislature ;

and your petitioners would respectfully pray, that you
would take such measures as would secure the following
results.
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First. To have all the papers in the secretary’s of-
fice arranged chronologically, or in some other regular sys-
tematic, and approved plan, adapted to convenient refer-
ence.

Second. When thus arranged, to have them hound in
volumes of convenient size, each volume to have an index
to the papers it contains.

Third. To print a selection of the most valuable and
important of these papers.

And as in duty bound will ever pray.

THOS. L. WINTHROP, 1 Committee in behalf of
J. DAVIS, > the Massachusetts His-
LEMUEL SHATTUCK. ) torical Society.

Boston, Feb. 19, 1836.




