
SENATE....,No. 78.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the Petition of Elisha Burgess and
others, to be incorporated by the name of the “Mount
Hope Rail-road Company,’’ with authority to construct a
Rail-road from Somerset, to connect with the Branch
Rail-road at Taunton, and also the Remonstance of H.
Baylies and others against said Petition, have attended to
that subject, and ask leave to report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee

DANIEL ADAMS, 3d.

Commontoraltl) of JHassarijustUai.





AN ACT

To Establish the Mount Hope Rail-road Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. Elisha Burgess, Samuel L. Crocker, and
2 Wheaton Luther, their associates and successors, are
3 hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Mount
4 Hope Rail-road Corporation, with all the powers and
6 privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions
6 and liabilities, set forth in that part of the thirty-ninth
7 chapter of the Revised Statutes, passed on the fourth
8 day of November, in the year one thousand eight

erommontocaltfj of JHassacfjusetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.
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9 hundred and thirty-five, which relates to rail-road
10 corporations, and in the forty-fourth chapter of said
11 Revised Statutes ; and said corporation is hereby
12 authorized to locate, construct, and finally complete a
13 rail-road from Taunton, in the county of Bristol, to
14 Somerset, in the same county, in the direction here-
-15 after described, viz. Commencing at a point in the
16 Taunton branch rail-road, near Nathan R. Shaw’s
17 store in said Taunton, and passing southerly about
18 two thousand feet, in a curve to the right, crossing
19 the Taunton and Providence turnpike, near the house
20 of Annis Newcomb; thence southerly, about forty-
-21 two hundred feet; thence thirty-six hundred feet, on
22 a curve to the right, to the table land north of Dyer
23 Pratt’s ; thence south-westerly, in a strait line, about
24 half a mile, to a point a little south-wmsterly of Blake’s
25 landing; thence, by a gentle curve, near the western
26 bank of Taunton river, about thirty-four hundred feet;
27 thence south-westerly, in a strait line, about fifty-eight
28 hundred feet, crossing Three-mile river, and approach-
-29 ing near to Taunton river, opposite “ the needles,” so
30 called ; thence southerly and south-westerly, by gen-
-31 tie curves, of radii, varying from half a mile to a mile
32 and a half, crossing the Berkley road, passing westerly
33 of Church’s hill, and crossing Sickeraganset river
34 near its mouth ; thence nearly south, in a strait line,
35 to a point near the mouth of “ Mud cove,” so called ;

36 thence, crossing said cove and the public road, along
37 the west bank of Taunton river, to a point near Jones’
38 wharf, in Dighton; thence southerly, to the mouth
39 of Broad cove, so called ; thence, crossing the cove,
40 and passing near the bank of the river, about one
41 mile ; thence, on the west side of the hill upon Store-
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42 house point, one fourth of a mile, to the bank of
43 Taunton river; thence, along the bank of the river,
44 to the depot in the southerly part of Somerset village.

1 Sec. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall
2 consist of a sum not exceeding one hundred and
3 fifty thousand dollars, to be divided into shares of one
4 hundred dollars each; and said corporation may take
5 and hold such real estate, as may be necessary for a
6 depot, and other purposes connected with the use of
7 said road.
1 Sec. 3. If, at the expiration of four years, from
2 and after the time of the completion of said rail-road,
3 the nett income from tolls and other profits, taking
4 the four years aforesaid for the basis of calculation,
6 shall have amounted to more than ten per cent, per
6 annum, upon the capital stock paid in, the Legisla-
-7 ture may take measures to alter, equalize and reduce
8 the rate of tolls and other profits, in such manner as
9 to take off the overplus for the next four years, cal-

-10 culating the amount of transportion upon the road to
11 be the same as in the four years next preceding.

1 Sec. 4. Said corporation are hereby authorized to
2 enter with their rail-road, on that point of the Taun-
-3 ton Branch Rail-road, designated in the first section of
4 this act, or within forty rods, in either direction from
6 said point, paying for the right to use the same, or
6 any part thereof, such a rate of toll as the legislature
7 may from time to time prescribe, and complying with
8 such rulesand regulations, as may be established by said
9 Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation, by virtueof the

10 fourth section of their act of incorporation. Provided ,

11 however , That it shall be the duty of the corporation
12 hereby created, to enter the said Taunton Branch
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13 Rail-road by such proper turn-outs or switches as will
14 not unreasonably incommode the travel upon the said
15 Taunton Branch Rail-road, and pay all the expenses
16 incident to, and in consequence of, any alterations ne-
-17 cessary in said Taunton Branch Rail-road, to enable
18 them to enter upon it in a proper manner.

1 Sec. 5. If the amount of stock, of said rail-road,
2 shall not have been subscribed for, the corporation or-
-3 ganized, and the location of the road filed with the
4 county commissioners of the county of Bristol, pre-
-6 vious to the first day of January, in the year one thou-
-6 sand eight hundred and thirty-seven ; or, if the said
7 corporation shall fail to complete the said road on or
8 before the first day of September, in the year one
9 thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, then this act

10 shall be void.
1 Sec. 6. If the charter granted to Cyrus Alger and
2 others, passed on the twenty-second day of January,
3 in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
-4 one, to establish the Boston and Taunton Rail-road
5 Company, shall be renewed, or a similar charter
6 granted to said Alger and others, and the rail-road es-
-7 tablished by that act, shall be completed, so as to

8 unite with the rail-road, established by this act, said
9 Boston and Taunton Rail-road Company, may at any

10 time, within five years from opening the rail-road es-
-11 tablished by this act for use, purchase of the corpora-
-12 tion, hereby created, the rail-road, so opened, and all
13 the franchise, property, rights and privileges thereof, by
14 paying them therefor, such sum as will reimburse the
15 amount of capital paid in, with a nett profit thereon,
16 of six per cent, per annum, from the time of the pay-
-17 ment thereof by the stock-holders, to the time of said
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18 purchase. Provided , nevertheless , That the several
19 stock-holders of the rail-road company, established
20 by this act, shall be permitted on said purchase, to
21 become stock-holders, in said Boston and Taunton
22 Rail-road Company, by receiving stock or shares
23 thereof, to the amount in which they may be respec-
-24 tively interested, as stock-holders, in the rail-road
25 company hereby established.

House of Representatives, March 31, 1836.

Passed to be engrossed : and sent up for concurrence

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.




