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House of Representatives, Jan. 19, 1836.

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s address as
refers to secret oath bound societies, be referred to a
Select Committee to be joined by the Senate, and

Messrs. Thomas, of Plymouth,
Andrew of Salem, and
Reed, of Rowe,

are appointed :

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 20, 1836.
Concurred.

And Messrs. Williams, of Boston, and
Blake, are joined.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

are appointed

Concurred.

©ommonluraltJj of JHassacijusetts.

Blake, are joined



House of Representatives, Jan. 21, 1836.

Ordered, That so much of the address of his Excellen-
cy the Governor, as relates to monopolies and exclusive
privileges, be referred to the Commmitee, on secret oath
bound societies, with instructions to report what monopo-
lies and exclusive privileges, if any, exist in this state,
and particularly to report a list of the several classes of
corporations created in this Commonwealth since the
adoption of the constitution, with the total amount of
capital granted to each class :

Sent up for concurrence
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Concurred :

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 22, 1836.

®ommontocalti) of



ON

WITH A

The Joint Select Committee of the Legislature, to whom
■were referred “so much of the Governor’s Address as
relates to Secret, oath bound Societies,” —and also
“ so much of the Address of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, as relates to Monopolies and Exclusive Privi-
leges, with instructions to report what Monopolies and
Exclusive privileges, if any, exist in this State; and
particularly to report a list of the several classes of
Corporations created in this Commonwealth, since the
adoption of the Constitution, with the total amount of
capital granted each class”—have attended to the duty
assigned them, and ask leave to

That portion of the address of the Executive of the
Commonwealth referring to monopolies and exclusive
privileges, to which the attention of the committee is
directed by the joint resolutions of both branches of the
General Court, is as follows :

REPORT

SECRET SOCIETIES AND MONOPOLIES,

LIST OF THE CAPITALS OF INCORPORATIONS.

REPORT:
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“ Free governments entirely reverse the theory, on

which arbitrary governments rest, that there is a necessa-
ry war between institutions and public opinion, requiring
that the former should be upheld by force, and the latter
contemned or defied. On the contrary, no free govern-
ment can long exist, but in the cordial alliance between
its institutions and the public opinion; an alliance which
tends to render the institutions popular and opinion
steady. We cannot therefore, go too far in removing all
grounds of reasonable discontent, jealously, and excite-
ment. Monopoly in every form, from the dark days of
the Dudleys and Empsons, has inherited the detestation
of the friends of Anglo-Saxon liberty, and has been pro-
scribed by our institutions. Exclusive privileges, resting
on any other basis, than that of an equivalent notoriously
paid or a service rendered to the state, which authorizes
them, are not tolerated, and only tolerated even under
these conditions.

All Secret Associations, particularly all such as
resort to the aid of secret oaths, are peculiarly at war
with the genius of republican government. On this sub-
ject the sense of the legislature has been recently pro-
nounced, in the law prohibiting the administration of ex-
tra-judicial oaths. The policy, which dictated this pro-
hibition has been sanctioned by the people ; and has re-
ceived the voluntary co-operation of patriotic citizens, in
different parts of the Commonwealth. It is time that
this root of bitterness were wholly eradicated ; and it is
greatly to be washed, for the harmony of society, and the
concert of good men in promoting the public weal, that,
in just deference to public sentiment and the law, the
still lingering causes of discontent, and jealously, in this
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respect, should be finally sacrificed, at the altar of the
public peace.”

With these sentiments of the executive, the commit-
tee entirely concur ; and in their opinion they cannot bet-
ter discharge the duties enjoined on them, than by an ex-
amination of some of the grounds on which these senti-
ments are sustained, and should be enforced.

The question of the incompatibility of secret, oath
bound societies, with the just rights of the people and
the impartial administration of the laws, has, for nearly
eight years, largely occupied the attention of the people
of the United States, and constituted a prominent con-
sideration in the divisions of political parties. The sub-
ject has repeatedly been brought before the legislature of
this Commonwealth by thousands of citizens praying for
an investigation of freemasonry, and for a law effectually
to prohibit the administration of its dangerous, secret
oaths. Investigationsand discussions have so often taken
place in the legislature and before its committees, as well
as through all the ordinary means of communication, in
influencing public sentiment; that no citizen, who at all
understands the nature of free institutions, can be igno-
rant of the grounds on which secret, oath bound societies
have been and still are opposed, as being “peculiarly at
war with the genius of republican government.”

Antimasonry asserts no new principle. It merely
reaffirms and enforces an old one, that had nearly been
forgotten. The whole doctrine of antimasonry, as a fun-
damental principle of equal rights, is embodied in a sin-
gle articleof the bill of rights, which our fathers insisted on
long before there had been any cause for alarm and jealousy
growing out of secret societies. “No man, nor corpo-



8 SECRET SOCIETIES & MONOPOLIES. April
ration, or association of men, have any other title to ob-
tain advantages or particular and exclusive privileges, dis-
tinct from those of the community, than what arises from
the consideration of services rendered to the public.”

The farewell address of Washington furnishes the
prophetic text upon which opposition to secret, oath
bound societies, is but a practical commentary. “ All
obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combina-
tions and associations, under whatever plausible charac-
ter, with the real design to direct, control, counteract or
awe ; the regular deliberation and action of the consti-
tuted authorities, are destructive of the fundamental max-
ims of true liberty, and of fatal tendency.—However
combinations or associations, of the above description,
may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely,
in the course of time and things, to become potent en-
gines, by which cunning, and ambitious and unprincipled
men, will be enabled to subvert the power of the people,
and to usurp for themselves the reins of government.”

Now it is apparent that no real difference of opinion
ever could have arisen between the patriotic citizens of
a free government, touching the dangerous tendency of
secret, oath bound societies, had the true character of the
Masonic institution been publicly known and understood.
But its secrecy under a “ plausible character” of charity,
not only concealed its real nature and design from the
uninitiated, but from its honest members, who, by means
of its secrecy, grades, and distinctions, were gradually led
from one step to another in ignorance of all above them,
so that but a very small portion could ever comprehend
the whole scheme, or perceive that the great mass, who
never went beyond the lower degrees were made, un-
consciously to themselves, parts of a “ potent engine,”
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by which cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men, were
enabled to obstruct the execution of the laws, and might,
but for the check of public opinion, have succeeded in
subverting the power of the people, and usurping for
themselves the reins of government. It was under this
misapprehension of the true character and tendency of
secret oath bound societies in a republican government,
that freemasonry drew into its mystic circle, so many of
the wise and good and pious of the land ; until it com-
prised about one hundred thousand citizens of this re-
public, with a constant increase (averaging nearly 900
per annum in this state alone,) which in a few years
would have given to the combination a controlling and
irresistible power in the government. Nothing but an
extraordinary impulse could ever have roused public opin-
ion, to war with such an institution, which had already
secured public opinion in its favor, by the ignorance of
those from whom it concealed its secrets, and by the
terrible penal obligations it imposed, and the “ exclusive
privileges it promised to confer, upon those to whom
those secrets had been cautiously, and at intervals, mys-
teriously revealed.

All that was wanting to convince republicans that the
institution of freemasonry was at war with the Institu-
tions of republican government, was to bring it to the
light, and subject it to the test of free discussion and the
free action of the citizens. Here was the field of the
great struggle, which grew into a war between an insti-
tution incompatible with republican government, on one
side, and public opinion on the other. The impulse of
strong excitement, of that feeling often designated as
enthusiasm and fanaticism in pursuit of an abstract prin-
ciple of right, was indispensable in the mere preliminary

9
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process of stating the case, and getting the facts, so
that the public should know the truth upon which they
were called to decide the great question, whether free-
masonry was or was not “ peculiarly at war with the ge-
nius of republican government.” In the process of get-
ting at this truth, of demonstrating what the oaths, forms,
ceremonies and principles of freemasonry really were,
much asperity was unavoidably excited on both sides in
the heat of the contest, and even candid as well as timid
men, who from various causes were deterred from look-
ing for the truth at all on the subject, were at first hon-
estly unable to decide who was right or who was wrong.
The principle of antimasonry had also long to struggle
with the odds of having the wise and mighty in the land
generally arrayed against it, by their having been drawn
into the mystic circle of freemasonry in their youth, and
being naturally unwilling to admit their unconscious folly,
in mature age. It was thus that, in the emphatic lan-
guage of an eminent citizen,

“ Antimasonry sprang from the bosom of the people
themselves. It was the cry of horror from the unlearned,
unsophisticatedvoice of the people themselves, at the mur-
der of Morgan, at the prostration of law and justice in the
impunity of his murderers, and at the disclosure of the
masonic obligations. That cry arose, not from the man-
sions of the wealthy, nor from the cabinets of the learned
or of the great, nor even from the sentinels on the watch
towers of Zion. It came from the broad basis of the pop-
ulation, from the less educated and most numerous class
of the community. So it is with all great moral reforms.”

The incompatibility of secret associations with republi-

John Quincy Adams.
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can institutions is well inferred from the difficulty experi-
enced in proving what the nature of such an association
was, after the people began to be jealous of it, as an
enemy to equal rights, and a daring violator of the laws.
Any power, which can be concentrated in a republic by
secret oaths and combination, and which succeeds in
imposing upon the people the belief that its secrecy ought
to be sacredly guarded, has secured all the outposts for
conspiracy, and may plot against the state and its fellowr

citizens in security. It seems, therefore, an important
principle to infuse into our free institutions, that no asso-
ciation combining large masses and concentrating a pow-
erful influence, shall on any pretence, be suffered to escape
a full investigation, to bring its real merits or demerits to
the touchstone of enlightened public opinion. If it stand
that test, it cannot be dangerous, and if it be dangerous,
it will not stand the test. Freemasonry has been tried
by this test, and has failed to establish any claim to pub-
lic favor. It therefore stands before the country, and we
may now add before the whole civilized world, exposed
and condemned.

So entirely satisfied are the committee on this point,
that the oaths, ceremonies and tendency of freemasonry
have been fully disclosed, that they did not deem it neces-
sary to propose any further legislative investigation, es-
pecially since the state has entirely withdrawn all coun-
tenance of it, by repealing its charters, and rendering the
admission of a single new member a highly criminal
offeiice. Since the public attention has been excited in
regard to secret societies, there have been, in addition to
numerous trials in courts of law, four formal investigations
by legislative bodies, viz: two by the Legislature of
Rhode Island in 1831-2 and 1834, one by the Legislature
of Massachusetts in 1834, and one by the Legislature of
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Pennsylvania in 1836, which is now progressing. The
mass of evidence derived from these sources, all goes to es-
tablish the same facts, so that no freemason will nowattempt
to deny, and few will attempt to Justify, the oaths and
ceremonies of freemasonry as disclosed to the world.
From these sources, the committee lay down the follow-
ing points as distinctly proved, and which cannot he de-
nied, and from which they ask the Legislature and the
people at large to draw their own inferences as to the
dangerous tendency and wicked absurdity of freemasonry.

First. Thatfreemasonry is a moral evil , from its ten-

dency to withdraw men from the family circle, at unsea-
sonable hours ; from its temptations to excess in the forms
of “ refreshments from the selfish preferences it incul-
cates, and the obligations it imposes to screen a brother
and his acts, right or wrong; and especially from many of
its rites and ceremonies, that profane sacred things.

Second. That freemasonry is a pecuniary evil, from
its collecting large sums of money, under the plausible
pretence of charity and the false promise of knowledge,
and expending it in a manner worse than frivolous and
useless, and especially from the secret advantages it gives
to masons in business.

Third. That freemasonry is a political evil ,
from its

not being at all wanted to aid the government or laws,
but being precisely adapted to resist the government and
evade the laws ; from its assumption of extraordinary
prerogatives of sovereignty and high titles of nobility ;

and from the artificial brotherhood its oaths create, thus
securing to the comparatively few who are its “ subjects,”
in addition to equal relative advantages with all not ma-

sons, peculiar and paramount advantages over all others,
with those who are masons.
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Fourth. That the chief merit it ever could claim was
as a dispenser of charity, but that even here it has failed,
falling far behind all really charitable associations; a fact
strikingly demonstrated by the monstrous disproportion
between the sums expended for the “ dignity” and “ re-
freshments” of the lodge, and for relief of the distressed.
By the by-laws of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, if
the 101 subordinate lodges formerly in this slate, paid an
annual tribute of $2700, $1206 would go to support the
“ dignity” of the Grand Lodge, and $502 would be add-
ed to the charity fund, the interest alone to be applied, so
that a tribute of $2700 annually, would feed the hungry
and clothe the naked to the amount of only $3O 12 !

Fifth. That, in the recent language of an eminent
statesman and profound jurist, [Daniel Webster] free-
masonry is “an institution essentially wrong in the prin-
ciple of its formation ; that from its very nature it is
liable to great abuses ; that among the obligations, which
are found to be imposed on its members, are such as are
entirely incompatible with the duty of good citizens ; and
that all secret associations, the members of which take
upon themselves extraordinary obligations to one another,
and are bound together by secret oaths, are naturally
sources of jealousy and just alarm to others, are especially
unfavorable to harmony and mutual confidence among
men Jiving together under popular institutions, and are
dangerous to the general cause of civil liberty and good
government.”

Sixth. That the foregoing positions are demonstrated
by the number and character of masonic oaths ; first , the
number of distinct points or obligations solemnly sworn to
by every initiate of the respective degrees, being as fol-
lows :—Entered Apprentice three, Fellow Craft six, Mas-
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ter Mason seventeen, Mark Master seven, Past Master
eleven, Most Excellent Master eight, Royal Arch Mason
seventeen, Royal Master five, Select Muster five, Knight
of the Red Cross seven, Knight Templar eight, Knight of
the Christian Mark three, Knight of the Holy Sepulchre
one, Secret Master and Perfect Master one each. Holy and
thrice Illustrious order of the Cross twenty-four; and so
on up to the thirty-third degree of Grand Inspector
General, all of which oaths have long been administered
by masons and masonic bodies in the United States;
second, that the character and direct meaning of the terms
of these oaths, as proved in judicial trials and legislative
investigations, beyond the possibility of doubt or denial,
and which every freemason must solemnly assume in the
respective degrees before being admitted thereto, are as
follows:

NATURE AND TERMS OF MASONIC OATHS.

1. To conceal and never reveal any of the seciets of
freemasonry, “ nor permit the same to be done if in my
power to prevent it.”

2. To answer all masonic signs and summonses given
by one mason to another or by a masonic body.

3. To obey the grand hailing sign of distress at the
risk of life.

4. To keep a brother, master mason’s secret, “when
committed in charge as such, murder and treason only ex-

cepted, and these left to my own discretion or option,’’
and to “ keep the secrets of a brother, royal arch mason,
murder and treason not excepted.”

5. To “ apprize a brother mason of all approaching
danger so far as it shall come to my knowledge,”—and
to “ espouse the cause of a royal arch mason and extri-
cate him from difficulty whether he be right or wrong.”
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6. Not to violate the chastity of the female relations

of a mason knowing them to be such, but enjoining no
such restraint toward others.

7. To travel forty miles, barefoot and on frozen
ground, if required to relieve the necessities of a worthy
knight templar.

8. Taking the following imprecation, while drinking
wine out of a human skull. “ This pure wine I take
from this cup in testimony of ray belief of the mortality
of the body and the immortality of the soul; and as the
sins of the whole world were laid upon the head of our
Saviour, so may the sins of the person whose skull this
once was, be heaped on my head, in addition to my own,
and may they appear in judgment against me, both here
and hereafter, should I violate or transgress any obliga-
tion in masonry, or the orders of knighthood, which I
have heretofore taken, take at this time, or may hereafter
be instructed in. So help me God.’’

9. Swearing to “ support and abide by the constitution
of the grand lodge and the general regulations of ma-
sonry,” and to “ support and maintain the constitutions
of the general grand chapter” and the general grand en-
campment, for the United States of America.

10. All these oaths are severally enjoined upon every
member of the masonic society according to the degrees
he has taken, by a solemn appeal to God to keep him
“ steadfast in the performance of the same, without
equivocation or mental reservation;” binding himself
thereto “ under no less penalty” than death, to be inflict-
ed in the following forms in eight of the degrees beginning
with the first, viz : cutting the throat from ear to ear and
tearing out the tongue—tearing out the heart and lungs
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—severing, disembowelling and quartering the body, and
burning it to ashes—tearing the breast open and throwing
the heart on a dunghill to rot —smiting the skull off and
exposing the brains to the sun—pulling down the house
of the offender and hanging him on one of its timbers—

striking the head off, and placibg it on a lofty spire—-
tearing out the eyes, chopping off the hands and quarter-
ing the body.—The higher degrees go on increasing the
savage butchery, which is to follow a disclosure of ma-
sonic secrets, and in every degree the express language is
that the violator of the oath binds himself to suffer death.

The mere rehearsal of such oaths and penalties as
these must be sufficient to satisfy every man who thinks
and reasons justly that they are “ entirely incompatible
with the duty of good citizens.” The committee have
presented them, in this authentic form, that there may be
no ground for mistaking the reasons why so large a por-
tion of the community have made the suppression of such
oaths, and the abolition of a secret association held to-

gether by such oaths, a paramount duty in all their politi-
cal action.

That those who originally attached so great importance
to this subject, were not unreasonably jealous of such an
institution as freemasonry, is demonstrated by the almost
universal assent, at this time, to the principle that secret
oath bound societies, are “ peculiarly at war with the
genius of republican government,” “injurious to the best
interests of society and to the best hopes of man.” We
find this opinion of secret societies, not merely held by the
party who have made it the basis of political organization,
(and to whose perseverance the public owe the disclosures
that have been made of the dangerous tendency of the
institution) but pervading the mass of the people of all
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classes, moral, religious and political. Not to go beyond
our own state in search of illustrious names, we find the
most eminent citizens of the Commonwealth, such men
as Adams, Webster, Everett and Lathrop, adding the
weight of their testimony to the truth of the antimasonic
principle, that secret societies are dangerous to equal
rights and an impartial administration of the laws. The
spirit of the times, wr hich is adverse to all exclusive priv-
ileges and to “ monopoly in every form,” justly regards
secret associations as the worst species of monopoly. The
committee, therefore, deem the present time the most fa-
vorable period for forming a just estimate of the useless-
ness and the evil tendency of such combinations, that has
occurred since the question has been agitated in this
Commonwealth; and it is their sincere object, in respond-
ing to the sentiments of the Governor’s address on the
subject of secret societies and monopolies, not to do so at
all in the spirit of partizans, but with a view to present in
this form, some of the strong and incontestible points on
which they believe public sentiment ought to become
firmly and inflexibly fixed, against the longer continuance
or the possible renovation of freemasonry, or any kindred
oath bound associations, in a free state, professing to be
governed by open and equal laws.

This fundamental principle is fast spreading, not only
in this country, but throughout the civilized world ; and
the freer we find the institutions of any government, the
more adverse we find that government to be to secret
societies. To illustrate this remark, the committee will
present a review of the measures that have been recently
adopted in other governments than our own, to abolish
unlawful oaths, and put down all secret combinations,

3
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which has been carefully compiled from recent authentic
sources.

The subject of secret societies, bound together by se-
cret oaths, was fully discussed in the French Chamber of
Deputies in 1834, very much in the same form in which
like discussions and investigations have been had in the
Legislature of this and other states in the Union. The
9th of March 1834, a law passed in the French chambers,
by a vote of 246 to 154, declaring in substance that who-
ever should participate in a secret association, shall be
punished, on conviction, with three months imprisonment
and a fine of not less than fifty nor more than one thou-
sand francs, and all persons shall be regarded as accom-
plices, who let their apartments or houses for the meetings
of such associations. This law, which has been rigidly
enforced in France, must effectually and entirely suppress
freemasonry and all other secret societies in that govern-
ment. The important bearing it has upon freemasonry in
the United States, will be obvious from an examination
of the report of the joint committee of this Legislature,
March 1834, [Document House No. 73] in which a direct
connexion is shown between the freemasonry of France
and this country, the latter in its highest orders being
directly derived from the former, and interchanging diplo-
matic relations.

In Great Britain, the war of public opinion against
secret societies, has been carried to a much greater extent
than it has been in the United States. Animated discus-
sions on the subject have repeatedly taken place In Parlia-
ment, committees of investigation have been constituted,
and the press has almost universally spoken out with
great freedom from the most p-ominent reviews and mag-
azines, through every gradation oi the newspaper press.
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In this respect the British press has evinced much more
freedom of discussion, than the American press in relation
to the same subject. In 1821, the Edinburg Review, the
first literary journal in Europe, said, “ all secret societies
are justly deemed odious, wherever the government is
tolerably free, and can only be excused , where the ex-
istence of arbitrary power, foreign or domestic, leaves no
other means of escaping from hopeless slavery.”

The same Review for January, 1836, (the last number
received in this country,) contains an elaborate article of
forty-five pages, on the “ Origin, nature and tendencies
of Orange associations,” which now constitutes the free-
masonry of Great Britain, corresponding in its secret
oaths, ceremonies, and organization, with the freemasonry
of this country. The boldness of that article in condemn-
ing all secret societies, is not surpassed by any antima-
sonic document ever published in this country.

The committee desire particularly to call attention to
the proceedings relative to secret societies in Great Brit-
ain, because it has often been alleged by the advocates
of freemasonry, that it was proscribed only in despotic
governments. As early as 1798, under the ministry of
Mr. Pitt, an act of Parliament was passed, by which all
associations in which illegal oaths were administered,
or the members of which bound themselves by secret oaths,
were prohibited under severe penalties. This law re-
mained nearly inoperative, until the Trades Unions, a se-
cret association bound together by Masonic oaths and
ceremonies, excited alarm in England and led to the
prosecution of seven men, three of them clergymen, on
the 13th of March, 1834, who were convicted of receiv-
ing and administering secret oaths, lor which they were
sentenced to transportation for seven years, and the sen-
tence carried into effect, against a powerful combination
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to prevent it. The king and his ministers, when peti-
tioned by immense multitudes to pardon the convicts,
replied, “ that they were not ignorant men, the dupes
of others, but well informed, and must have known that
they were acting illegally in imposing these odious oaths
upon the consciences of men, who were incapable of un-
derstanding whether they were doing right or wrong;
and that especially, the fact that they were religious
teachers, took from them all apology, and all pretence
that they did not know the nature of the offence, in ad-
ministering unlawful oaths.”

The investigation into secret societies by committees
of Parliament, which commenced with Trades Unions in
1834, did not stop there, but has since been rigorously
carried forward, as if the spirit of antimasonry, so widely
diffused in this country, had been thoroughly imbibed
there, from the discussions of the subject here. Indeed,
the committee are informed, that all the principal anti-
masonic documents published here, have been carefully
sent to England at intervals, for the past eight years, and
placed in the hands of ministers and other public men.
The London Times of April 1, 1834, complaining of the
transportation of the Dorsetshire men, said “ all Free-
masons and Orange men, might with equal justice be
sentenced to transportation for the fact of having taken
secret and unlawful oaths, as these poor ignorant fellows.”

The inquiry thus started, has since been carried forward
by the most thorough investigations into other of the se-
cret, oath bound societies. Two committees of investiga-
tion on secret societies (a majority of them being Liberals,)
were appointed during the last session of Parliament, one
of them consisting of twenty-seven members. They
pursued their inquiries for five months, actually sitting
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forty-one days to examine witnesses ; forty appearing be-
fore them, twenty-one of whom were Grand Officers and
members of the lodge and strongly impressed with the
virtues of their society. No constitutional scruples were
entertained about sending for persons and papers, or com-
pelling the members of the lodge to testify. The Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England, Col. Fairman,
an officer of high rank in the army, refusing to produce
the books and correspondence of the Lodge, though he
claimed to hold them as private property, was ordered
into custody, to be committed to Newgate for contempt.
He evaded the process by absconding from the kingdom,
and has not since been found. The Duke of Cumber-
land, “ Imperial Grand Master,” also fled from his coun-
try to avoid being summoned before the committee, and
made his appearance at the “ Grand Council of Nations,”
as it was called, at Toplitz, held by the sovereigns of
Russia, Prussia and Austria. To show the freedom with
which English newspapers treat Imperial Grand Masters
of the Lodges, though they may be princes of the blood
royal, we quote a paragraph from the London Morning
Chronicle, of Oct. 24th, 1835.

“There was one other great personage present at these
farcical scenes, (the grand council,) we mean his highness
the Grand Master of the Orange Lodges in these realms
and their dependencies. Imagining that this title would
procure for him the honor of being received and treated
as a sovereign, this personage presented himself at Kalish,
at Toplitz and Prague, in grand costume, confident of
being admitted to the councils of the sovereigns. His
personal reception was marked with coldness and “some-
thing more,” and it was intimated to his Highness, in
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more ways than one, that to introduce secret societies into
the army, was not the best passport to the favor of sov-
erigns, whose power is wholly of a military character.”

In the discussions in parliament, on the motion to com-
mit Col. Fairman, secretary of the Grand Lodge, for
contempt in refusing to produce the records, (August 21,
1835,) ilir. Wakely alluded to the conviction and trans-
portation of the seven Dorsetshire men, for administering
secret oaths in the Trades Union Lodges, and said “ Let
us have even handed justice, and let not an Orange So-
ciety, because it is headed by a duke, have a preference
over a secret society, which was headed by village labor-
ers. (Hear, hear.) Mr. C. Buller spoke of the Orange
Lodges as “ this execrable—he begged pardon, he had
used too strong a term—this dangerous conspiracy, at the
head of which were persons of great weight in the coun-
try.” Col. Sibthorp, M. P., a member of the lodge,
wished the records were in his possession. He would
try the question with the House. (Shouts of laughter
and groans.) He would see whether any one should en-
ter his private chamber, to carry into effect a tyrannical
resolution.” (Much laughter, and cries of “ oh.”) The
motion to commit the grand secretary to Newgate was
carried without a division.

Great names and illustrious titles have proved no pro-
tection to secret societies in Great Britain. The trades
unions constituted freemasonry among the lowest classes.
It had some apology in the depression of those classes.
The Orange Lodges also began in the lowest classes, but
soon were extended upward, and now embrace freema-
sonary in the higher orders—his Highness the Duke of
Cumberland being Grand Master of the Grand Lodge,
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and the Lord Bishop of Salisbury the Grand Prelate,
“ with a long catalogue of conservative noblemen, gen-
tlemen, and clergymen , figuring as its Grand Chaplains
and Deputy Grand Masters.” Among these masonic
officers, are the Dukes of Cumberland and Gordon, the
Bishop of Salisbury, Marquises of Thomond and Chan-
dos, Earl of Castle Stuart, Lords Roden, Cole, Lorton,
Enniskillen, Winford, Kenyon, &c. Colonels Verner,
Fairman and Percival, H. Maxwell, Mr. Plunkett, and
several other members of parliament.

These worthies addressed a sort of “ masonic declara-
tion” or manifesto, to their Grand Master, in 1835, set-

ting forth the loyalty, charity, and other virtues of the
lodges, to which the Grand Master replied, so strikingly
in the style in which the high dignitaries of freemasonry
have denounced antimasons in the United States, that we
beg to be indulged in giving an extract. The Grand
Master denounced “ the clamors raised by a factious body
of our opponents,” (meaning the liberal party,) “ charg-
ing us with proceedings which they have the effrontery
to denounce as illegal,—a faction devoid of all honor and
principle , whose object is to malign us in every way, and
whose partizans in their hearts, cherish a wish to over-
throw the most perfect system of government that was
ever formed by human wisdom, and after sowing the
seeds of anarchy , to facilitate their schemes of plunder,

to set up in their stead some baseless fabric of their
own.”

The dignitaries of the English Orange Lodges, also
apply to their secret institution, the same high eulogiums,
so often bestowed upon freemasonry in this country. The
Duke of Cumberland calls it “ a loyal, religious and high-
ly useful institution.” Lord Kenyon, before the commit-
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tee of investigation, pronounced the society to be a reli-
gious institution. Col. Verner, a Deputy Grand Master,
testified that the society never interfered in any political
questions, and the Rev. Murtough O’Sullivan affirmed
that it was “ the most ancient, the best and most sacred of
institutions I” The whole constitution of the lodge, is
declared to be “ one neighborhood of brotherly love and
truth, within which every member is at home in the fur-
therest part of the world, and the mechanism is such that
it can spread its operations over the whole country.”

This mechanism is already extended to America, one
Ogle Robert Gowan, a man of bad character, residing in
Canada, having been appointed by the English Grand
Lodge, Provincial Grand Master of all British North
America. This brings the matter home to us, and shows
through what means the Orange Lodges of Great Brit-
ain, if not suppressed, can operate upon that large class
of emigrants, who come to the United States and acquire
residence and citizenship here, while owing secret alle-
giance to a secret society in a foreign country. The
Grand Lodge in Canada sends its delegates to be repre-
sented in the English Grand Lodge ; and this is another
proof of the interchanges by ambassadors and repre-
sentatives, between secret societies in America and in
Europe, which are so fully set forth in the elaborate re-

port before alluded to, made by a joint committee of the
legislature of this Commonwealth on freemasonry, in
1834.

The results of the investigations of the committees of
the British House of Commons, fill four large folio print-
ed volumes, consisting of

1. Report on Orange Lodges in Ireland, ordered by the
House of Commons to be printed July 20th, 1835.
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2. Second report of the select committee appointed
to inquire into the nature, character, extent and tenden-
cy of Orange Lodges in Ireland, with the minutes of evi-
dence and an appendix. Ordered by the House of Com-
mons to be printed 6th of August, 1835.

3. Report on Orange institutions in Great Britain and
the colonies, ordered by the House of Commons to be
printed 7th September, 1835.

4. Report of the select committee appointed to in-
quire into the origin, nature, extent and tendency of Or-
ange Lodges in Great Britain and the colonies, and to re-
port the evidence taken before them and their opinion to
the house. Ordered by the House of Commons to be
printed 7th September, 1835.

This last report, which was made by that eminent ad-
vocate of liberal principles and thorough reform, Mr.
Hume, chairman of the committee, concluded with the
opinion required by the house, solemnly recommending
that “ any person holding office under the crown and be-
longing to any secret society, under secret oaths, signs or
tokens, should be dismissed from his office.”

In August previous, Mr. Hume had carried through the
house a motion for an address to the king to dismiss from
the army all officers and soldiers, who continued their
attendance upon, or countenanced the lodges. His ma-
jesty carried the object of this address into immediate
effect, by issuing orders to Lord Hill, his commander in
chief, who issued general orders peremptorily forbidding
the attendance of any officer or soldier on the lodges, and
declaring “ that any officer or soldier, who shall institute
or countenance any Orange Lodge shall be brought to trial
before a general court martial.”

4



26 SECRET SOCIETIES & MONOPOLIES. April

Public opinion and the press soon required that Par-
liament should go farther in suppressing secret societies.
It was found that since the abolition of the oaths of the
Orange Lodges, to avoid indictments, resolutions in the
same spirit as the oaths, had been substituted. One part
of the oath was loyalty to the crown, but only as long as
the protestant ascendancy should be maintained ; and it
should be borne in mind that the Orange Lodges, which
have adopted the forms, ceremonies, signs and secrets of
freemasonry, though professing the utmost liberality in all
matters of religious concernment, are nevertheless con-
fined to protestants, who use this secret organization for
their mutual advantage and for the persecution of catho-
lics. The fact that the British government, which is
purely protestant, should take such decisive measures in
suppressing the Orange Lodges, furnishes strong evidence
of the condemnation in which all secret, oath bound so-
cieties are held by the administration and the dominant
liberal party of enlightened England.

The Edinburg Review (before quoted) promptly urged
upon the government further measures than the suppres-
sion of lodges in the army. It said “ that the ambition
or the presumption of individuals had organized an asso-
ciation of nearly half a million of men, (200,000 in Ire-
land, 150,000 in England, members of these lodges) held
together by secret signs.” “ The remedy,” says the Re-
view, “is a due enforcement of the law, by a vigilant,
firm and impartial government. We cannot doubt that
Parliament will express so strong an opinion in favor of
purging justice from all party taint, as will support the
government in issuing and enforcing an order (in civil
cases) similar to Lord Hill’s (in the army). We have
seen enough to feel satisfied, that the existence of this
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‘ oldest
, best and most sacred of institutions' 1 is not for the

peace or well being of the community. It may be ob-
jected, that many of its proceedings are so silly that they
can scarcely be dangerous ; but this is a mistake. The
members have had a firm and fierce faith in the truth, and
righteousness, and utility of their pernicious institution.”

PROCEEDINGS IN THE BRITISH HOUSE OF COMMONS ON

SECRET SOCIETIES.

Public opinion has, in fact, already completely asserted
the supremacy of the laws over secret societies in Eng-
land. While your committee had their report nearly
completed in another form, the latest English papers were
received in this country, containing elaborate debates on
secret societies, which have been going on in the British
Parliament since the Legislature of this Commonwealth
referred to this committee an inquiry into the subject of
secret, oath bound societies. Persuaded as we are, that
the importance of this subject will be viewed in a stronger
light, than it hitherto has been by a majority of our fellow
citizens, on their seeing the great moment that is attached
to it in the freest and most enlightened country on the
globe next to our own ; the committee beg to be indulged
in giving some of the details of an interesting discussion
in the House of Commons the 13th and 23d of February,
1836, which otherwise will scarcely be seen or known
here. [See London Morning Chronicle, Saturday, Febru-
ary 13th, Wednesday February 24, and Friday 26th, 1836.]

On the 13th of February, Mr. Finn, one of the com-
mittee of investigation appointed at the previous session
of Parliament, proposed a resolution against the Masonic
Orange Lodges in Ireland. He stated that the Grand
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Lodge of Ireland was a very powerful body. One half of
the adult protestants in the kingdom belonged to this
secret, oath bound society. Out of the 27,000 men con-
stituting the yeomanry corps, 25,000 belonged to the
society, 6,000 out of 8,000 of the police, and in the num-
ber of grand jurors, petit jurors, magistrates, sheriffs and
sub-sheriffs, who belonged to that body, no man not ac-
quainted with the details, could conjecture the extent to
which this secret combination prevailed.”

It appears, from the results of the investigation of
that committee, that the freemasonry of Orangeism had
subverted justice and protected the guilty in that coun-
try, precisely as the same spirit prostrated the laws of
New York, in the masonic outrages there, which gave
birth to antimasonry in this country. Cases were shown,
where members of this secret society, who had assaulted
catholics, had been acquitted by juries of Orange free-
masons, “ notwithstanding, (says Mr. Finn,) the undeni-
able testimony of witnesses, and the unequivocal charges
of the judge.”—“ In some instances of judicial investi-
gation, it had been openly declared, after conviction, that
if the prisoner were executed, the prosecutor and the
witnesses against the prisoner would be murdered. In
other cases, the persons tried had been brought home in
triumph, and justice was laughed at.”

Mr. Edward Fuller, a member of the committee
of investigation, also said, in his place in Parliament,
that he found this secret and exclusive association, inter-
fering materially in the administration of justice in crim-
inal cases. He found it furnishing legal advice, and aid
of counsel, in cases where any of its oivn members were
concerned, especially in government prosecutions. He
found that to this society belonged a great majority of the
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magistracy of Ireland. He found that the sheriffs, and
under-sheriffs, the officers, who summoned and empan-
elled jurors, were members of this association.—Surely,
then, he said, with tribunals so constituted, with magis-
trates, sheriffs, and subordinate officers so associated, it
would be a miracle if justice were impartially adminis-
tered.” [Hear, hear.] “ The Hon. gentleman then
referred to many cases detailed in the evidence, in which
all attempts to bring delinquents to justice, were ren-
dered nugatory by the powerful influence of the Orange
Lodges. He warned any government against identi-
fying itself with such associations, and calling to mind
the nature of the facts, which had been developed in the
course of the investigation, before the committee, he
would recommend to any government, to use every exer-
tion in its power to put down such associations.” [Hear,
hear.]

Among others, a case was related, in proof before the
committee, of the power of secret oaths and signs oper-
ating on members of the Orange Lodges. In 1830, a
Lieut. Hamilton, as principal, and others as accessories,
committed a murder in the County of Tyrone, upon
Michael M. Brien, not a member of the lodge. The
officers of justice neglected to apprehend him, and he
was seized by the people and taken before two magis-
trates, members of the lodge, who refused to grant a
warrant to commit him, but took the verbal bail of his
father, also a brother of the mystic tie. Hamilton fled
from the country, and some of his accomplices were tried
and convicted of manslaughter ; but some years after-
wards he returned, and instead of being tried, is now a
justice of the peace in the very county where he com-
mitted the murder ! In commenting on this case, which
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was brought forward by Mr. Hume, in the House of
Commons, the Edinburg Review says—“ Here is a de-
liberate murder in broad day light; the principal offender
admitted to bail on mere verbal security ; the accessories
to his crime tried and found guilty of the minor offence
of manslaughter, on the plea of the superior guilt of their*
principal; that principal returns, and is not tried for felo-
ny, but made a justice of the peace in the very county in
which the widow of Michael M. Brian lives under the
protection of the laws !”

The committee beg it may be understood that they are
not quoting from antimasonic newspapers, or an account of
the Lockport trials for the masonic abduction and murder
of WMorgan, but from the speeches of members
of the Parliament of Great Britain ! The striking coin-
cidences here, demonstrate the truth of the declaration of
past grand master Russell of this State, in his deposition
given in a masonic cause, before the court of Rhode
Island, in 1825, that “the masonic institution has been
and now is the same in all and every place.”

Mr. Finn further stated, in the House of Commons,
from the evidence before the committee of investigation,
that in some cases, members of the society had been tri-
ed for deliberate murder of Roman Catholics, who did
not belong to the society, and were convicted of only
manslaughter. In one of those cases, an individual of
the name of Ford, was recommended to an appointment
in the police, instead of being hung, as he deserved. In
the town of Maghara, a mob of members of this society,
had destroyed twenty-nine houses, five years ago, and
yet (as in the case of the masonic mob that fired Miller’s
house in Batavia, N. Y.,) the laws had failed to detect
and punish the guilty. The government of Ireland, it
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seems, was at that time, in the hands of the free-
masons of the Orange Lodges; and when complaints
were made of these masonic outrages to the authorities,
the answer of Sir Henry Hardinge was, that “ he thought
no further proceedings should be taken.” The govern-
ment of Ireland has since been changed in consequence
of the appointment of members of the lodge to office, by
the Lord Lieutenant and his deputies, who were mem-
bers and advocates of lodges. One of these appoint-
ments, was the naming Lord Claude Hamilton, who had
just joined the lodge, to be a justice of the peace. The
present government of Ireland, “in strict accordance
with the principles by which his majesty’s councils are
guided,” “ refuse to appoint any person to office who is a
member of 1 an oath bound or secret society.’ ” Mr. Hume
said in Parliament, that during the government of Lord
Mulgrave in Ireland, he trusted that no member of an
Orange Lodge would find his way into a situation or ap-
pointment of any description, and this principle was now
acted on in Ireland. Lord John Russell as a Secretary
of State, declared in Parliament, that “ The government
thinks it its duty when a case comes before it for appoint-
ment, to abstain from making it, whenever the person re-
commended appears to belong to the Orange Society, and
more particularly when the appointment is of a magistrate,
whose duty it is to act impartially for all classes of soci-
ety.”

It also appears that the judges in Ireland have held
proof of membership of the lodge, a just ground for chal-
lenge to set aside a juror. A person elected by the citi-
zens’ mayor of Cork, was set aside by the Lord Lieu-
tenant, because he was a member of a lodge. “ Under
these circumstances, (said Lord John Piussell,) an inquiry
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should be made as to whether the person applying for
official station was a member of the Orange Lodges, and
if he meant to continue in that situation. Plis answer
being in the affirmative, of course the appointment would
not be confirmed.”

In the case of a Mr. Henry Smith, whom Lord Dun-
sany recommended for an office to the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland, the latter, on learning that Smith belonged to the
lodge, wrote to Lord Dunsany, “ that unless Mr. Smith
either denies his connexion with it, or signifies his inten-
tion of withdrawing from it, he must decline to nominate
him a deputy lieutenant for the county of Meath.”

In the debate Feb. 13th, Lord John Russell, the
popular leader of the House of Commons, and the organ of
the ministry in all its just and salutary reforms, expressed
himself, in energetic language, opposed to all secret socie-
ties. “He did not mean to preclude himself from assent-

ing to any motion that might be made with respect to
other secret societies,

if public inquiry with respect to them
should be thought necessary—but he certainly would now
state broadly, that he was an enemy to all secret societies,
[cheers] and if by further inquiry, by the appointment of
select committees or by any other means, they might be
better enabled to get at the nature, the tendency and the
extent of such societies, he should do this, convinced as
he was, that in suppressing all secret societies, he
should confer a benefit upon every class of his majesty’s
subjects.”

It appears also, from this investigation by the British
Parliament, that the Grand Lodge of Ireland had put forth
a “ declaration ” adopted by five hundred of its mem-

bers, among whom were several members of parliament,
complaining of the committee of investigation, and assert-
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ing its high “ prerogative,” much after the fashion of the
declaration of the twelve hundred masons and the memo-
rial ol the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The 23d of February, the debate on the reports of the
committee of investigation was renewed, and occupies
twelve columns of the Morning Chronicle of Feb. 24th.
The elaborate speech of Mr. Hume occupies six col-
umns. The ££ mental reservations ” and ££ self evasions
,of mind ” are shown to be about the same with the Grand
Masters of England, as with similar dignitaries in this
country. Mr. Hume said that the Duke of Cumberland
was a dangerous man, whose connexion with such a soci-
ety required to be carefully watched, and he proved by
documents, that while grand officers of the lodge had
sworn before the committee, that the oaths of admission
established by rules in 1826 were cancelled and no longer
acted on, yet the Duke of Cumberland, Grand Master,
had since issued warrants to initiate persons in accordance
with the rules of 1826. He had also professed to be ig-
norant of the existence of lodges in the army, when
warrants were produced, signed by him as Grand Master,
for the establishing of itinerant lodges in the lonian islands
and Malta. Letters from Lord Kenyon, Deputy Grand
Master, were also produced, proving that he knew and
encouraged the existence of lodges in the army long be-
fore the period at which he affirmed he first learned that
fact.

In the course of this debate secret societies were con-
demned in the strongest terms by the liberals, and even
by some members ol' the tory (tarty. Mr. Hume affirmed
“ the impossibility of peace being preserved in any coun-
try where such institutions remained.” He quoted from
the charge of the learned Judge Fletcher “ that all asso-

rt
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ciations ot persons bound together by oath, leagued for a
common purpose, endangering the peace of the country,
were contrary to law, and should it ever happen to him
to have to decide the question, he should send down bills
of indictment against the individuals who were members
of such associations.” Mr. Hume “ called upon the
government and the house, to adopt some bold and de-
finite measure for putting down such odious bodies.”

Sir William Molesworth suggested the immediate
prosecution of all the grand officers of Orange Lodges, for
taking and administering unlawful oaths. It would be
easy to prove that the members if they took no direct
oath now, in reality assented to a test or declaration not
authorized by law, and he considered, to all intents and
purposes, the religious ceremonies called the ritual, was
an oath, not required or authorized by law; and on both
these grounds the society was an illegal and unlawful con-
federation under the statutes of 1798-99, against un-
lawful oaths and combinations.

“ These statutes, said Sir William Molesworth, are not
obsolete—they have been put in force against the poor
and ignorant, 1 now demand that they shall equally be
put in force against the rich and educated. The House
must remember the case of the Dorcetshire laborers—-
those unfortunate men combined for the purpose of rais-
ing their wages, which is not an illegal act. They form-
ed a secret association which is not necessarily illegal.
They were initiated with religious ceremonies, not more

profane than those of the Orange men. Unfortunately
their chief was not a prince of the blood—unfortunately,
in their ignorance, they were not content with mere cere-

monies ; in addition they uttered certain wmrds which in



351836. SENATE—No. 87.

a court of justice were considered to be an oath, and they
were transported. The chiefs of the Orange men are
noble, rich and well educated ; they have bound them-
selves together by religious ceremonies as solemn as any
oath. For according to the ritual, when the candidate is
initiated he must have the sacred scriptures in his hands*
with the book of the rules and regulations of the lodge
placed thereon. He is commanded to study, to obey
the latter; he is received as a member of the society
under the assurance of his vouchers, that he will car-
ry equally in his heart the laws of the institution and
those of the Deity. Kneeling, he is decorated with
the Orange scarf, and is told in the words of scrip-
ture, “ This shall be for a token upon thy hand and
for a frontlet between thine eyes, for by strength of hand
the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt. Thou shalt
therefore keep his ordinances in his season, from year to
year.” The secret signs and pass words are then made
known to him, and in conclusion, the chaplain, with
impious mockery says, “ Glory to God in the highest, on
earth peace, good will to men.”

“ Thus, (continues the speaker,) the holiest words of
Scripture are profaned, to enforce obedience to the Grand
Master—Thus these most religious men have not hesi-
tated to desecrate the religion of peace and good will to-
wards men, by employing it as a means of evading the
law. They have enrolled bishops and other cassocked
priests, whom they have commanded to attend their meet-
ings, dressed and decorated in the insignia of their holy
orders ; thus to give the semblance of a religions sanction,
to these their unholy mummeries ; to these their impious
mockeries. (Hear.) The object of these ceremonies
evidently is to impress a conviction on the initiated that
they are bound with all the force and solemnity of an
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oath—yet as they never in so many words promise to keep
secret the signs and pass words, they affirm that their
tests are no tests, their oaths are not oaths, and their
engagements are not engagements. (Hear, hear.) Such
is the miserable casuistry by which these men, who so
boast their respect for the law, attempt to evade the law.
(Hear, hear.) Let, therefore, the law officers of the
Crown, present to the Grand Jury of Middlesex, bills of
indictment against the “Imperial Grand Master” the
Duke ol Cumberland, (hear, hear,) against the Grand
Master of England, Lord Kenyon, against the Grand
Secretary, Lord Chandos ; and to these w'orthies let
them not forget to add the Right Reverend Father in
God, Ihomas, Lord Bishop of Salisbury. (Hear, and
laughter.) Thus, Sir, these statutes may become the
means of crushing this institution, of destroying this
imperium in imperio

, and of laying prostrate its chief.
A few years residence on the shores of the Southern
Ocean (Botany Bay : a laugh,) would teach him and
other titled criminals , that the laws of their country are
not to be violated with impunity, and that equal justice
is now to be administered to the high and the low. Thus
this institution may be crushed in Great Britain. At
least let the government strike off the Bench every mag-
istrate, and dismiss from their employment every func-
tionary who belongs to those societies.” (Hear, hear.)

Lord John Russell, who expressed the views of his
Majesty’s ministers, said—“ I consider the society as one
affecting the peace and well being of the country, the
due authority of government, and the proper adminis-
tration of the law. (Hear, hear, hear.) By sanctioning
such societies you so far weaken the allegiance of the
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subject, that you give him two sovereigns instead of one.
It is another evil of these societies, that being thus sup-
ported by their leaders, and being imbued with party feel-
ing, they hold to that party feeling in spite of “ the su-
premacy of the law.” (Hear, hear.)

Even Sir Robert Peel, (who is at the head of the
conservative or tory party, and one of the first statesmen
in Europe,) expressed an earnest wish to see the extinc-
tions of all secret societies. “ However laudable the inten-
tion of those who entered into them, however sincere
their professions of loyalty, still the existence of societies
banded together by secret signs, and founded upon exclu-
sive privileges, was a bad precedent, which societies with
other designs, might, in time of danger, avail themselves
of. His wish was to see these secret societies extin-
guished in name, and the practice of having secret signs
and symbols abolished. It was not Orange Lodges
(merely) he wished to extinguish, it was the feeling out
of which all secret societies sprang, the extinction of
which alone would tend to the permanent happiness of
the country. He was prepared to unite in an address,
praying the crown to take such measures as should seem
meet for discouraging associations of this nature.’’

Much effort was made to induce Lord John Russell,
who moved the address to the crown, to make it general
and omit designating the lodges; but this he declined do-
ing, and the address to the king was adopted without a
division. Even Mr. Shaw, an ardent member of the
lodge, declared that “the time was come when they
should give their influence to putting an end to all secret
societies."”
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The Address to the king, passed in the following form

—“ Ihat a humble Address he presented to his Majesty,
praying that he will be graciously pleased to take such
measures as to his Majesty may seem advisable, for the
effectual discouragement of Orange Lodges ; and gener-
ally of all political societies, excluding persons of differ-
ent religious belief, or using secret signs and symbols, and
acting by means of associated branches. (Cheers.)

In the House of Commons, on the 25th of February,
1836, Lord John Russell presented the king’s reply
to the Address on secret societies, as follows : which was
received with great cheering.

“William Rex,
I willingly assent to the prayer of my faithful Com-
mons, that I will be pleased to take such measures as
shall seem advisable for the effectual discouragement of
Orange Lodges, and generally of all political societies,
excluding pers ms of a different religious persuasion ; us-
ing signs and symbols, and acting by means of associated
lodges. It is my firm intention to discourage all such so-
cieties; and I rely with confidence, upon the fidelity of
my loyal subjects to support me in my determination.”*

* The determination of King William to discountenance all secret socie-
ties, is an emphatic condemnation of Freemasonry, from the fact that his
Majesty himself was once a member of a secret, oath bound society ; he
having, forty-one years ago, taken the unlawful oaths of a Freemason,
when he was ‘J9 years of age. His brother, the Prince of Wales, was then
nominally Grand Master, as his brother the Duke of Cumberland now ac-

tually is. If Joseph Hume, Esq., or Lord John Russell, will remind his
Majesty of the fact, he will doubtless recollect, that at the grand feast at
Freemasons’ Hall, on the 13th of May, 1795, his Royal Highness (Prince of
Wales) being in the chair, was accompanied by the Duke of Clarence and
Pki.ncf, William, (now the King) who had been initiated at an occasional
Lodge, convened for the purpose,on the preceding evening. Five hundred
brethren were present at the feast.
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It appears that the Grand Lodge of England, on learn-
ing this determination of the King to suppress secret so-
cieties, did not, like the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
when it surrendered its civil charter to the legislature in
1833, declare it would “relinquish none of its Masonic
attributes or prerogatives, which it claims to exercise, in-
dependently alike of popular will and legal enactment.”
The Duke of Cumberland (Grand Master,) immediately
sent a note to Lord John Russell, saying “ in conformity
with the wish expressed by his Majesty, I shall take all
legal steps to dissolve Orange Lodges.”

Colonel Percival, a prominent officer of the Lodge
and M. P. said it was impossible to avert the address to
his Majesty to discountenance all secret societies ; and in
that feeling he should inculcate on the members of the
lodges, with whom he had been connected some years,
to submit to the express will of his Majesty, which was
tantamount to law, and to succumb to the opinion of the
House. Mr. Daniel O'Connell said, if any member
would point out any other secret association, which it
was desirable to put down, he would most willing con-
sent to introduce it into the resolution.

The only prominent member of the lodge, who per-
sisted in braving public sentiment, was the Earl of

Winch ilsea, who complained of the address of the Com-
mons in the House of Lords, on the 26th of February.
But even he admitted, “ he could not help thinking that
the existence of all associations, using secret signs and
bound together by secret oaths, was to be lamented. He
was no advocate lor secret signs or oaths.—His whole
life, he affirmed, would show that he would join no socie-
ty that had not for its object the good of the country !
but he did belong to the Orange Lodges, and if it cost

him his title or his life, he would support them to the
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last!” He also complained that a Mr. Lee had been pro-
scribed from being sheriff of Waterford, because it was
alleged he belonged to the lodge.

The Duke of Cumberland, (Grand Master) as a
member of the House of Lords, said, in his place, that after
seeing the address and his majesty’s answer to it, he and
those who acted with him, had felt that no time was to
be lost in recommending to the Lodges to dissolve. He
would say no more than that there were no oaths required
by the institution.

Lord Melbourne (prime minister) said he heard this
declaration with pleasure, and was glad that such a course
had been pursued by the lodges, for he and the govern-
ment were most anxious not to be required to lake strong
measures to carry the resolution into effect. He assured
the Earl of Winchelsea, whose sincerity he admired more
than his prudence, that neither his title nor his life was in
dan°,er. Mr. Lee, he also said, had been set aside from the
shrievalty, upon the avowed principle, of not “ appointing
to any office one who ivas connected with secret societies. ,>

The result of this political action will unquestionably
be the suppression of all secret, and oath bound societies
in Great Britain. They are already suppressed in France
and other parts of Europe, so that the sources from which
the United States has derived all the pernicious secret

societies and combinations, by which equal rights and im-
partial laws have been disturbed among us, are fast drying
up. It only remains for public opinion to finish in this
work what it has so nearly accomplished in the United
States, and particularly in this Commonwealth, where this
“root of bitterness” may be entirely and forever eradi-
cated, if the present healthful tone of public sentiment is

kept alive, and not suffered to fall back into that torpor
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from which perhaps it never could have been roused but
by the cry of murder.

The committee are fully impressed with the conviction,
that to public opinion rather than to penal enactments, and
to the uniform discouragement ofall secret associations and
of those who adhere to them, by men in power, we must
mainly look for the removal of “the still lingering causes
of discontent and jealousy, in this respect.” They would
also rely with increasing confidence, upon the calm good
sense of those of their fellow citizens who have not yet
fully renounced the anti-republican institution of freema-
sonry, and urge upon them the reflection, that now the
ardor of excitement has subsided, they can, not only with
honor, but with the highest sense of patriotic duty, adopt
as a fundamental principle of pure democracy, “uncompro-
mising opposition to all combinations and associations,
whether secret or public, whose principles have a ten-
dency to abridge the just and equal rights and privileges
of the community.”

For these reasons, in connexion with the pressure of
other important business upon the attention of the Legis-
lature, the committee have refrained from reporting any
bill, or recommending any action upon the subject com-
mitted to them, believing that from the present indications
of public sentiment on this matter, it will be safe to the
community, as well as judicious and conciliatory, to wait
the direct action of that public sentiment, in the hope
that before another session, if it has not already, it will
concentrate, nearly with unanimity, in utterly discounten-
ancing and condemning all secret, oath bound societies.
The committee merely desire that their report may be
printed, and referred to the next session of the General
Court.

6



The obvious and intimate relation between the exclu-
sive selfishness of secret, oath bound societies and the
monopolies and exclusive privileges of special legislation,
undoubtedly led to the reference of these two topics of
the Governor’s Address, to the same committee. Under
this last order, the committee have caused to be prepared
with much labor, and they believe entire accuracy, sched-
ules of the several aggregates of specific acts of incor-
poration, enacted from the adoption of the constitution,
to the present session ; which is made a part of this re-
port. In this examination, the committee have been
struck with the great disproportion between special and
general legislation, by the single fact that the Special laws
of Massachusetts fill five large volumes, amounting in all
to 2,800 pages, while the General laws, by the recent re-

vision of the Legislature will be comprised in one volume
of about 900 pages.

For the purpose of more convenient reference, these
acts have been arranged under the following classes, viz :

Manufacturing, Banks, Institutions for Savings, Insurance,
Canal, Turnpike, Bridge, Rail-road, Religious and Char-
itable, Literary, and Miscellaneous ; with the dates of
each incorporation, the amount of capital, distinguishing
the real and personal estate. The following results ap-
pear :

MONOPOLIES AND INCORPORATIONS.
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The amount of capital granted to Manufacturing Cor-
porations.

Personal. Real.
From 1830 to April 3, 1836, $12,879,000 6,831,000

“ 1789 to 1790, £ 160,000 20,000
“ 1800 to 1310, $ 2,350,000 630,000
“ 1810 to 1820,

'

14,144,000 4,954,000
“ 1820 to 1830, 22,000,000 9,110,000

Total amount. $51,373,000 21,525,000

The amount of Capital granted
to Banks.

From 1810 to 1820, $11,800,000 1,014,000
“ 1820 to 1830, 14,475,000 1,059,000
“ 1830 to 1836, 12,175,000

Total. $38,450,000 2,073,000

Amount of Capital granted to
Institutions for Savings.

From 1830 to 1836, $50,000

Amount of Capital granted to

Insurance Companies.
From 1795 to 1800, $1,785,000 55,000

“ 1800 to 1810, 3,625,000 323,000
“ 1810 to 1820, 1,870,000 245,000
“ 1820 to 1830, 9,250,000 1,471,000
“ 1830 to 1836, 5,055,000 954,000

Total. $21,586,000 3,048,000
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Personal. Real.
Amount of Capital granted to

Canal Corporations.
From 1780 to 1789 inclusive,

“ .790 ,0.799 real, |~
“ 1800 to 1809, $lO,OOO
“ 1010 to 1819, 35,000
“ 1820 to 1829, 100,000 700,000
“ 1830 to 1835, 200,000 100,000

$

Amount of Capital granted to Turn-
pike Corporations, $lOO,OOO 134,000

Amount of Capital granted to Bridge
Corporations,

From 1790 to 1800, £2OOO.
“ 1800 to 1810, $36,000.
“ 1810 to 1820, $7,000.

Amount of Capital granted to Rail-
road Corporations, $14,890 000

Amount of Capital granted to Relig-
ious and Charitable Institutions,

From 1780 to 1789 inclusive,
“ 1790 to 1799 “ $65,500 20,000
“ 1800 to 1809 “ 129,000 215,600
“ 1810 to 1819 “ 100,000 174,000
“ 1820 to 1829 “ 310,000 229,000
« 1830 to 1835 “ 339,000 157,000

Total, $943,500 795,600
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Personal. Real.
Amount of Capital granted to Liter

ary Institutions,
From 1830 to 1835, April 1, 267,000 332,000

16,500 40,000“ 1800 to 1810,
“ 1810 to 1820,
“ 1820 to 1830,

5,000 5,000
388,000 290,000

$576,500 667,000Total

Amount of Capital granted to Miscel-
laneous Corporations,

From 1792 to 1800, 63,000
“ 1800 to 1810, $710,000 400,000
“ 1810 to 1820, 542,000 600,000
“ 1820 to 1830, 738,000 1,1784,500
“ 1830 to 1836, 3,220,000 3,248,000

Total, $5,210,000 6,095,500

In the preparation of these tables, the committee have
not pursued their enquiries beyond the statute book.
It is obvious therefore, that in the estimate of the actual
number of each class,'allowance should be made for those
cases in which the charter has not been accepted, or has
never been acted under. As the capital sums here set
down are the mere limitations of right to hold real and
personal estate, it may be scarcely necessary to remark,
that in estimating the actual property now holden by
corporations, large abatements must be made from these
sums. It may be further observed in explanation of these
tables, that in some cases, and particularly under the
class, religious and charitable, the rights of property are
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limited to a certain annual income, without otherwise
specifying the amount of capital.

The committee are further directed to report what mo-
nopolies and exclusive privileges, if any, exist in this
state. The scope of the enquiry, as applicable to this
subject, is presumed to embrace those powers and privi-
leges, that are conferred on corporations, and which are
not permitted to others at all, or not permitted without
legislative enactment.

Within this definition all the batik incorporations would
fall. The banks have the special privilege of issuing
their notes and bills to be circulated as money, while all
others are restrained by a penalty. The business of
banking cannot be pursued in our Commonwealth, with-
out an act of incorporation for that purpose. Without
this prohibition, the business would be open to all, and
would undoubtedly be carried on by individuals and pri-
vate companies. The advantage does not consist in the
mere legal incidents, annexed to these ideal persons, as

in the case of manufacturing corporations, but is a special
privilege conferred by the charter, exempting them from
the operation of the general prohibitory law. The com-

mittee are not called on by the order to discuss the rea-

sons, which may be supposed to justify this policy, or

state their opinion as to its effects.
The Hospital Life Insurance Company, have the ex-

clusive privilege of insuring on lives on land. By their
act of incorporation, it is declared to be unlawful for all
other persons and corporations to make such insurance,
unless empowered so to do by the legislature. Ihe
corporation is required to pay one third of its annual net

profits to the General Hospital, which payments are to

cease, if others are empowered to make such insurance,
unless the same obligation is imposed on them. The
corporation may invest their whole capital, which is half
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a million of dollars, in ground rents and mortgages, and
may hold real estate to an illimitable extent, if taken on

execution for debt.
The Rail-Road companies have an exclusive right to the

enjoyment of their franchises within certain limits named
in their several acts.

Another class of corporations exempted from the opera-
tions of general laws, is where capital is created for the
execution of a trust, coupled with no personal interest.
In these (we cpiote the language of Gov. Lincoln, in his
message of the 27th of February, 1827) “ the property is
locked up from individual control, is substracted from the
mass of transmissible wealth, and is held in perpetuity to
be applied only to the purposes and objects to which it
was originally destined.” A large proportion of their
property is required to be in real estate, and “ a consider-
able part of the residue will to all injurious ends be so
secured by being taken in pledge by mortgage for a guar-
antee of personal credits. The occupants of much of this
real estate are thus made lessees of corporations, and un-
der the operation of a system of investments, loans and
assurances, multiplied and extending to every part of the
state, there is reason to fear, that at no distant period, an
humble and dependent tenantry will take the place of
that high minded and independent yeomanry, who have
hitherto stood upon the soil, to cultivate, to improve and
to defend it. Corporations created for special trusts, will
acquire in time the property they are authorized to hold.
Grants, bequests and contributions will occasionally fall
in, and ultimately the mass will be accumulated. There
is here no countervailing principle to apply. Death exe-
cutes no statute of distributions. Here are no seeds of
dissolution. What is once received is held forever. Ihe
worst evils of a monopoly ol wealth and possessions in
corporations on the one hand, and ol consequent poverty
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and dependence in individuals on the other, will com-
mence and be aggravated, until, by the intervention of
statutes of mortmain and other violent legal enactments,
or by popular excitement and revolution, the grievous and
intolerable pressure of corporate power over individual
possessions shall be removed, and property again be re-
stored to those, who by the laws of nature had the origi-
nal right to its enjoyment.”

In these just and sound sentiments, the committee con-
cur, and believe they cannot better discharge this branch
of their duty, than by reviving the recollection of these
doctrines, as to the injurious tendencies of special legisla-
tion, to which the Legislature of 1827 almost unanimous-
ly assented.

Respectfully submitted by

HENRY WILLIAMS,
EBEN. BLAKE,
WM. THOMAS,
S. H. REED,
CHARLES A ANDREW.

Laid on the table, and 3000 copies to be printed.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

In Senate, April 8, 1836.


