
SENATE No. 11.

American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb
Dec. 28th, 1836.

To the Secretary of the
State of Massachusetts

Sir,

I am instructed by the Directors of this Institution to
suggest to you the importance of some slight changes
being made in the act of the Legislature of Massachu-
setts, providing for the education of indigent deaf and
dumb persons in this Institution, and to request that you
will have the goodness to take the necessary measures
for bringing the subject before that honorable body at as
early a day as convenient.

The term of four years has been proved by the expe-
rience of this and other institutions, to be too short for
the education of these unfortunate persons, even when
they are with us at the right age and in all respects un-
der the most favorable circumstances. This subject has
often been mentioned in our annual reports, and there-
fore I presume need not now be discussed. Almost
every institution both in Europe and America, requires
five years as the least period for the education of its pu-
pils, and this is often extended to six, seven and eight.
Being fully satisfied of the importance of a lengthened
term for the instruction of our pupils, and being also well
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persuaded that those Legislatures which have done so
much for the deaf and dumb will not hesitate to grant
this additional benefit ; we therefore, propose that the
beneficiaries of the respective States which patronize the
Asjlutn, should all be admitted in the first instance, for
the term of Jive years instead of four ; and that the Com-
missioner or Commissioners be allowed the discretionary
power, to continue for another year such pupils as (having
made extraordinary proficiency or for other important rea-
sons,) evidently have a claim upon their benefactors, for
additional advantages in the completion of their educa-
tion ; provided in all cases, they are recommended for
this purpose by the Principal of the Asylum.

We are the more free in making these proposals from
the fact that we have voluntarily and considerably reduced
the annual charge for each pupil, since we began to re-
ceive beneficiaries fiom this and other States, and, that
the support of an individual for five years at our present
rates will not much exceed, if indeed it should equal, the
former expenses for four.

There is another point in which it is highly desirable
that a change should be effected : our price is so very
low, (only $lOO per annum,) that we can poorly afford to
lose money by bad debts, and yet on our present plan we
do unavoidably lose considerable sums from year to year.
For instance, we receive on the warrant of the Govern-
or or Commissioner of a particular State, say from ten to

twenty pupils at one time. Some of these are from poor
families and come miserably clad. By urgency and per-
severance in regard to a proper supply of clothing we
sometimes succeed in procuring it, often however, we
fail entirely. In such cases we have the alternative of
providing the necessary articles and charging the ex-
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pense to the parents, or of sending the pupils home.
Of course we cannot keep them here and see them suf-
fer, and though we provide in the most economical man-

ner, the amount of expense thus incurred in three or
four years is considerable. This it is quite out of the
power of the parent in many instances to pay when the
education of his child is completed, and in other cases
where ability perhaps exists, the disposition to make the
requisite effort is wanting, and so the debt remains un-
discharged.

If a pupil commences with a good supply of clothing,
his stock can generally be kept up, so as to be comforta-
ble and respectable by a judicious expenditure here, of
from fifteen to twenty-five dollars per annum.

Wh at we ask then on this subject is, that we may be
permitted to look to the State for the discharge of all
such expenses as arise from furnishing necessary supplies
of clothing, medicine and other personal comforts for the
state beneficiaries, if we cannot by reasonable efforts
procure their payment by their respective parents or guar-
dians, by or before the time of the pupils leaving the
Asylum. We have made, or shall immediately make the
propositions above stated to all the States supporting
pupils at the Asylum. Massachusetts has already pro-
vided five or six years in certain cases, and will willing-
ly adopt I think the plan, now proposed. Vermont has
from the beginning provided for the payment of the per-
sonal expenses of her pupils, as recommended above, and
South Carolina and Georgia virtually provide for both the
term of instruction and the discharge of the expenses
referred to. Vermont, South Carolina and Georgia, em-
power their respective Commissioners to discharge all
debts to the Asylum, incurred on behalf of their benefi-
ciaries ; Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire and
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Connecticut, provide only for board and tuition. There
would evidently be a great advantage in having a uni-
formity of practice on these subjects, and we trust the
presentation of them in the imperfect way I have now
done, will be sufficient to accomplish the object.

With sentiments of respectful consideration,
I have the honor to be.

Your obedient servant,

LEWIS WELD, Principal of the Asylum.

P. S. lam happy to add, that the beneficiaries of
Massachusetts, now with us, are all in health, and in
general making good proficiency in their education. I
would also take this opportunity to mention the case of a
little girl, belonging to Richmond, Mass., who has been
an inmate of the Asylum since the 15th of February,
1833. Her name is Catherine Oaks, and she will be
twelve years of age on the 11th of January, 1837. By
a letter from the Rev. E. W. Dwight, of Richmond,
stating the degraded condition of the family to which
the child belongs, (the parents, one or both, being foreign-
ers, and very poor,) we were induced to receive the child
without compensation, and have provided her with food,
clothing and instruction ever since, from the funds of the
Institution. As she will be of the age required by law
on the 11th of next month, I would, in this informal way,
apply for her admission at that time as a beneficiary of
Massachusetts. She is an amiable little girl,—has made
as much proficiency in school as we could reasonably ex-
pect; but needs the full time usually granted to benefici-
aries to complete her education. So far as I know, she
has no relative who can be expected to do any thing for
her. I suppose her to be a native of Massachusetts.

L. W.


