
SENATE No- 14.

It has been usual, at the close of the year, to report to
the Executive of the Commonwealth the proceedings of
the Land Office department; but, at the present time,
the pospect is not favorable that much will be done this
year in making advantageous sales of the public lands.
The extraordinary and unexampled rage for speculation
last year led many to embark in the purchase of lands,
without sufficiently examining their quality and relative
value; consequently under such a state of excitement,
many very bad and ruinous investments were made,
which, together with the pressure in the money market
that soon followed their purchases, made it very difficult
for some of the adventurers to meet their engagements ;

the result has had a tendency to defeat the continu-
ance of sales for a time, and none probably can be sold
at present, under the existing state of affairs without det-
riment to the public interest. Indeed, 1 am clearly of
opinion, that our interest will be best promoted by with-
holding lands from the market until another year. I

Sir,

To His Excellency Edward Everett,
Governor of Massachusetts:



2 JanLAND AGENT’S REPORT.

have consulted with Col. Hodgden the Land Agent of
the state of Maine upon the subject, and he concurs with
me in opinion most fully.

I have taken measures to have some of the townships
(which Massachusetts holds in severalty) explored the
approaching autumn, that a better knowledge of their
quality, growth and facilities of removing ihe valuable
timber may be obtained, preparatory for the sale of them,
when the wants of the community bring them into de-
mand.

In connexion with the Land Agent of the state of
Maine, a route for a road from the north west bay of
Moose-head Lake, in a north west direction over the
most suitable land for road making, to connect with the
Canada road, was directed last Spring, to be explored,
surveyed and spotted; the same has been examined by a
practical person, and a plan and return made, which
shews the distance to the Canada line to be about thirty-
two miles, and, following the best route, it will extend
about eight miles into Canada before it strikes the pre-
sent road from Kennebec to Quebec. Application has
been made by the Executive of Maine to the Lt. Gover-
nor of Canada, to continue said road the eight miles above
mentioned, or until its junction with the Canada road.
There cannot be much doubt it will be readily approved
and executed on the part of Canada ; for, when complet-
ed, it will be the most direct route from the city of Que-
bec to the Atlantic Ocean, and can easily be travelled by
stages and steam boats in two days. It will very much
enhance the value of the public lands, which lie north
and north west of Moose-head Lake, and is a strong in-
ducement therefor, for us to retain our lands in that direc-
tion, till the contemplated road is completed.
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I am advised, by a person employed to examine the
eastern section, that depredations are constantly making
on the disputed territory, and that more than 15,000 tons
of timber were cut upon that territory last autumn and
winter. The British consider it lawful and right for
grantees, who received their grants either from the French
previous to the treaty of 1783, or from the English, since
that period, to cut and remove their timber at pleasure;
and no doubt most of the timber cut elsewhere, is smug-
gled in with it. There seems very little prospect of the
dispute being adjusted very soon ; the British will have
no inducement to hasten the decision, so long as the
course abovementioned is permitted to be pursued.

The principal object I have in addressing your Excel-
lency at this time, is, that in consequence of my health
not being so good as I could wish, I contemplate passing
the ensuing winter in a more congenial climate. I have
executed ready for delivery, all the deeds and other doc-
uments that will probably be called for, before my return,
which will be early in the spring, and have made arrange-
ments for the office and library room to be kept open as
usual. I trust my absence for a few months will not be
attended with much inconvenience.

I have the honor to be, w ith great respect,
Your Excellency’s most ob’t serv’t,

GEORGE W. COFFIN, Land Agent.
Land Office, 4rth August, 1836.




