
SENATE. No. 88,

REPORT

ON THE

PETITION OF WESLEYAN ACADEMY.





The Special Joint Committee, to whom was referred the
petition of the Trustees of the Wesleyan Academy,
for pecuniary aid, having heard the petitioners, and
duly considered the matter submitted,

R E PORT:

That the Wesleyan Academy is located in a small vil-
lage in the town of Wilbraham, in the county of Hamp-
den. It was incorporated in 1824, and commenced ope-
rations the year following, with less than twenty students.
It has acquired a high reputation for the faithfulness and
variety of its instructions, and its judicious and orderly
management of its affairs. It has, therefore, met with
a most liberal and unexpected patronage from the public.

The academy is divided into two departments, male
and female. There are six instructors in the male de-
partment, and two in the female. The number of stu-

dents, during the past summer and fall, exceeded four
hundred, and over fifty others applied for admission, who
could not be received for the want of suitable accommo-
dations. This number, it is believed, is without parallel
in the history of New England schools, and furnishes
most gratifying evidence of a well-earned popularity.
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About forty scholars from this academy, during the past
year, entered the several New England colleges, and
many others entered upon a course of professional studies.
In the winter of 1835-6, eighty-seven males and thirteen
females, students in this academy, were employed as
teachers in common and high schools. In the succeeding
winter, sixty-eight males and six females were so em-
ployed. Many schools, during the summer, are supplied
with female teachers from this institution. A good many
more are employed as teachers in the family schools at
the South, and as assistants in common and high schools
at the North. Of the four hundred pupils in attendance
upon this school, 159, as appears by the catalogue, have
their homes out of this Commonwealth,—showing that
the institution enjoys an enviable reputation in the neigh-
boring States. The hare presentment of these facts,
seems to your Committee to furnish satisfactory evidence
of the surpassing usefulness of this institution, and of its
great importance to the public.

Its present accommodations are two academical build-
ings, a commodious hoarding-house, sufficient to board
and lodge 180 or 190 students, and a small building used
as a chemical laboratory. The trustees are desirous of
erecting another school-house, of more ample dimensions,
and another boarding-house, sufficiently large to accom-
modate the increasing number of students. They esti-
mate their cost at 10,000 dollars. Should the Legislature
grant their request, they propose to establish a depart-
ment of instruction with especial reference to the prepa-
ration of teachers of common schools. Their present
accommodations forbid their prosecuting this object as
thoroughly as the public wants seem to require, or as
they should desire. The present buildings, fixtures, ap-
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paratus, and, indeed, all the property of the trustees,
estimated to be worth some 25,000 dollars, are wholly
the result of private contributions, with the exception of
3.000 dollars, arising from a Legislative grant of eastern
lands.

The institution has a wmll-selected library of about
1.000 volumes ; a reading-room, well supplied with liter-
ary periodicals from various parts of the Union; a re-
spectable cabinet of minerals and natural curiosities ; and
a chemical and philosophical apparatus, sufficiently ex-
tensive to illustrate the most important principles of these
sciences, together with globes, maps, charts, &c. &c.

Your Committee are persuaded, that this is a highly
meritorious institution ; that it has been conducted with
exemplary prudence and economy, and with exclusive
reference to the public good; and that it is, therefore,
entitled to favorable consideration.

Its income, though comparatively large, is entirely ab-
sorbed, in the payment of instructors, steward, repairs,
fuel, &c. There is no accumulation of profits. The
trustees are, therefore, compelled, in order to accomplish
their benevolent purposes, to apply to the Legislature for
aid, or again to resort to the solicitation of private sub-
scriptions. They are unwilling further to tax the gener-
osity of their friends and patrons, unless driven to it by
necessity. Your Committee are of opinion, that they
acted discreetly, in preferring their petition to the Legis-
lature, and asking at its hands that aid, which the public
weal requires. Private benevolence has, already, been
largely taxed in their behalf, and we can see no valid
reason why the guardians of the public treasure should
not open their hands to their relief. It is the duty of the
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Legislature to foster and protect meritorious literary in-
stitutions. It is a duty enjoined by the Constitution,
and sanctioned by the practice of our fathers. It is a
duty, *whose judicious performance is always attended
with the happiest results. In no other way, can a grant
of the peoples’ money be made to conduce so much to
the public weal. In no other way can the power of
government be so beneficently exercised, or be made
productive of so great an amount of blessings to the
community.

The annual salaries, paid for instruction in this acad-
emy, are very moderate. The principal has $5OO, three
other teachers have $4OO each—one has $350, and one
$240 and board, amounting in all to $2,365. Board is
furnished at $1 60 per week. Tuition is $3 00 per
quarter, with a slight additional charge for extra studies.
There are only twenty-one dwelling-houses within the
circuit of a mile from the academy, so that necessary ac-
commodations for boarding cannot possibly be obtained
within a convenient distance, without additional boarding-
houses. The school must remain stationary unless aid be
obtained from some quarter. And will it be generous, or
politic, in the Legislature of a Commonwealth, that boasts,
and justly too, of its literary institutions, to deny their re-
quest ? An enlightened public has done much to advance
the interests of this flourishing seminary, and let the
Legislature do its part, in speeding its progress, and its
march will still be onward, its numbers will be increased,
and its usefulness greatly extended.

Your Committee, from the best consideration they have
been able to give to the subject, are of opinion, that a small
appropriation of the public funds, may be profitably made
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in behall ol this academy ; they, therefore, cordially re-
commend the passage of the accompanying resolve.

Per order,

M. LAWRENCE, Chairman.



RESO L V E

On the Petition of the Trustees of Wesleyan Academy.

Resolved , For reasons set forth in the petition of the
Trustees of Wesleyan Academy, for pecuniary aid, that
there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of this
Commonwealth, to the treasurer of said academy, for the
time being, for the use of said academy, the sum of five
hundred dollars, on the first day of May, and on the first
day of November, in each year, for five successive years,
the first payment of five hundred dollars, to be made on
the first day of May next. And His Excellency the
Governor is, hereby, authorized to draw his warrants ac-
cordingly.

©owmonUJcaUlj of JHassactjusctts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Seven.


