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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
oj the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General
Court assembled.

By the annexed copy of the proceedings of the Con-
vention of the Friends of Popular Education, recently
held at Taunton, in the county of Bristol, it will be seen
that the officers of the convention were authorized and
instructed to present a memorial to the Legislature in its
behalf, embracing the subject matter of such resolves as
had been adopted by the convention, as far as the action
of the Legislature may be desired thereon, and to present
the same at as early a period of the present session as

may be practicable.
In accordance with these instructions, and in behalf of

the convention which conferred upon us the honor of call-
ing us to preside over its deliberations and to record its
proceedings, we beg leave respectfully to call your atten-
tion to the following resolutions, adopted by that body,
and to a brief statement of the arguments by which they
are supported :

Resolved , That in the appropriation of the surplus
funds, received from the General Government, whether
the same be divided among the towns or retained within
the control of the State, the cause of public education is,
in our opinion, entitled to the first consideration, and that
such disposition thereof as shall pledge the income of said
funds to this purpose, would meet our entire approbation.

Resolved, That the appointment of a board of control
for the supervision of common schools, with a secretary,
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as recommended in the late annual message of the Chief
Magistrate of the Commonwealth, would, in the opinion
of this convention, be a highly salutary measure, and well
calculated to promote the improvement of our common
schools.

Resolved, That in any distribution of the surplus reve-
nue which may be made by the Legislature, regard should
be had to the population of the several counties and towns
of the Commonwealth, at a period of time as near to that
when the distribution shall take place, as may be practi-
cable.

In the first of the foregoing resolutions, your memo-
rialists have declared it to be their opinion, that the in-
come of the surplus revenue should be devoted to the
cause of public education. To sustain this position it
cannot be necessary for us to enter into an argument to
prove the importance of education, or to defend that sys-
tem of public instruction which is tiie boast of New Eng-
land, and to which is owing so much of the happiness
and prosperity of our population. We believe that every
person who is capable of the least reflection is satisfied,
that the discipline of the school-room, and the knowledge
there to be obtained, arc necessary to individual happi-
ness and the public welfare ; and it may be considered
as the settled policy of our institutions, that, inasmuch as
the prosperity and safety of the State depend upon a
general diffusion of that knowledge which qualifies for
self-government, and for the exercise of a sound Judgment
upon matters affecting the public weal, the public wealth
shall be the instrument of dissemination. These princi-
ples are no longer subjects of speculation. When this
people took upon themselves the task of self-government,
they imposed upon themselves the necessity of individual
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qualification to meet the demands made upon them by
the institutions they had created. 1 hese institutions are
founded upon virtue and intelligence; these must a free-
man possess to act well a freeman’s part. We are all
freemen, clothed with power which we must wield for
good or for evil; possessed of rights which, to appreciate
and maintain, requires enlightened minds and honest
hearts. All should, therefore, be enlightened, and the
wealth of the community should place the means of an
enlightened judgment and right action within the reach
of all.

These are the principles upon which is founded our
system of public schools ; and as long as we shall continue
to be a free people, so long shall we recognize these princi-
ples as fundamental truths, and cherish and sustain those
institutions, which, under the influence of those princi-
ples, we have established.

Our public schools, then, are a part of the machinery of
freedom, instruments for the formation of character, such
as qualifies for individual happiness, and prompts and
guides exertion and sacrifice for the public weal ; and be-
ing such, where is the man who is placed beyond their
influence? Who is he who can say with truth, “ I have
no lot or part in the matter.”

The man who should speak thus, knows not the tenure
by which he holds his means of action, accumulation and
enjoyment. He does not understand the nature of those
influences which are at work around him, moulding the
public character, and giving it such a form as enables it
to sustain the fabric of those institutions which secure to
him the greatest possible degree of happiness.

It is true, our public schools are not the only instru-
mentality by which society is maintained in a state to
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secure to each individual Ids portion of its benefits, and
by which the mass is continually impregnated with the
means of renovation and improvement. The pulpit, the
press, the sunday-school, the healthful discipline of the
family, are all engaged in the same work—but without
undertaking to estimate the comparative value of the dif-
ferent means of intellectual and moral well-being and
progress, to justify our appeal in behalf of the public
school, it is sufficient for us to know, that the people
have selected that, in preference to all others, as the in-
strument best calculated to be used by them, through the
operation of the laws, to carry on the great and impor-
tant work of qualifying every individual to add strength
and beauty to the temple of republicanism in which they
dwell.

With these views of the principles upon which our
public schools are founded, and deeply impressed with
the importance of having this all-powerful instrumentality
so directed, that we may derive from it all those advan-
tages which it is calculated to bestow upon us, we would
respectfully but earnestly call upon those who have been
delegated by the people with the power, and charged
with the duty of “ providing for the public welfare,” to
examine into the present situation and organization of our
public schools, and see if a wise and prudent Legislation
would not find, that the means now in operation are alto-
gether inadequate to the accomplishment of the great pur-
pose to which they are devoted. Relying upon the wis-
dom of the Legislature, as far as it regards the details of
any plan by which the public treasure shall be devoted to
the education and improvement of the people, your memo-
rialists, under a deep conviction, that enlightened minds
and honest hearts are the only safeguards of our dearly
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bought and fondly cherished privileges, and that to our
public schools we must look for that mental and moral
training which qualifies us to appreciate and maintain
them, would express the hope, that in any distribution of
the money which has recently been paid into the treasury
of the Commonwealth, from the general government, the
claim of the cause of education to the first consideration
will not be overlooked.

We believe that all who have made themselves familiar
with our public schools, are fully persuaded of the truth
of the proposition contained in the second resolution.

Our legislators have enacted laws, under the operation
of which an enormous amount of money is annually taken
from the people for the maintenance of public schools,
but, by what we feci bound to call a lamentable oversight,
they have done but little to ensure such an expenditure
of the funds thus devoted to the purpose of education as
is demanded by the spirit of that legislation which placed
the law upon the statute-book. We would call upon the
government of our state to exercise a more direct and
powerful control over the school: and, under the influence
of those principles which led to the establishment of our
present system, to secure to the people the benefit of the
money, which, under the operation of that system, they
are obliged to devote to this object. The power of the
government is now hardly felt, either to stimulate or di-
rect. The requisitions which it makes upon those upon
whom it has placed the care of the schools, are of a na-
ture that renders it of but little importance, as far as the
interests of education are concerned, whether they are
complied with or not; and all that it does in behalf of the
schools which it has established, is, annually to publish
the secretary’s “ Abstract of the Returns which an-
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swers no other purpose but to show how much the guard-
ianship of an enlightened and powerful supervision is
needed to secure that uniformity of method, and that
faithfulness in instructors, without which the most lavish
expenditure of money will fail to bestow upon our chil-
dren the invaluable blessing of a good education.

Although not immediately connected with the object
for which it assembled, the convention whose organs we
are in submitting to you this memorial, has thought pro-
per to pass a resolution expressive of the views of its
members as to the basis of the distribution of the surplus
revenue. We consider the position taken in the resolu-
tion to be just and equitable, and in accordance with the
principle upon which the distribution was originally based.
So obvious does this appear to your memorialists, that we
do not consider it necessary to do any thing more than to
lay before you the language of the convention in relation
to it.

Thus have we, in nearly the same language which
roused us to a consideration of this subject, and which
led us to associate for the purpose of consultation on the
importance of elevating and improving our means of pop-
ular education, placed before you the views of the conven-
tion. While, in the language of a late writer, we consi-
der “ it the obvious and indispensable duty of every good
man in the land to look narrowly into our institutions of
popular education from the lowest to the highest, and do
his full share of the labour of raising them to a proper
elevation, and sustaining them there upon the pledge of
fortune, honor, and even life itselfin the equally forci-
ble language of the enlightened chief magistrate of our
Commonwealth would we say, “ that should the Legisla-
ture take advantage of the ample means now thrown into
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llieir hands, greatly to increase the efficiency of the school
appropriations, they would entitle themselves to the grat-
itude of the people.”

On behalf of the Convention,

CROMWELL WASHBURN, President.

HORATIO LEONARD, } T/ . „ ,

WILLIAM H. TAYLOR, \ Vice Presidents -

P. W. LELAND, > c ,
.

JAMES B. CONGDON, \ Secretanes-


