
SENATE. No. 49.

REPORT AND BILL

TO AID THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE

NORWICH AND WORCESTER RAIL-ROAD.





Senate, Feb. 14th, 1837.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the
Memorial of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road
Company, “ asking the credit of the Commonwealth,
in aid of the completion of the Massachusetts part of
their rail-road,” submit the following

As early as the year 1827, the inhabitants of the coun-
ties of New London and Windham, in the State of Con-
necticut, adopted incipient measures for the promotion of
intercourse between that part of the State of Connecticut
and the State of Massachusetts, by means of some new
channel of communication. In that year a survey of the
country, from the city of Norwich to the line of Mas-
sachusetts, was made by Col. James F. Baldwin, with a
view to the construction of a canal from that city to the
interior of this State. The result was favorable to the
contemplated enterprize, and a charter was granted by
the State of Connecticut for the construction of the canal.
Before further progress had been made in this undertaking,
the superior advantages of rail-roads over canals became
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generally known, and the intelligent projectors of this im-
provement immediately directed their attention to the
construction of a rail-road. A survey was made with this
object expressly in view, in 1832, by Capt. Swift, of the
United States topographical engineers. From this sur-

vey, and others more minute, which have since been
made, not only the practicability of a rail-road from Nor-
wich to Worcester has been established, but the interme-
diate country has been found to be eminently favora-
ble to the facile and cheap construction of the road.
Passing through the vallies of the Shetucket, Quiunebaug
and French rivers, the summit, in the town of Ward, is
attained by a gradual and easy ascent, and the termina-
tion of the road in Worcester is reached with equal facil-
ity, through the valley of a branch of the Blackstone
river. The average inclination over the whole route is
11 feet per mile, and the greatest inclination does not ex-

ceed 20 feet in a mile.
A circumstance highly advantageous to the construction

of this road, as it will promote the expedition and safety
with W'hich it may be travelled, is found in the directness
of its course. It does not, in any instance, diverge more
than three miles from a straight line, drawn between its
termini, and the whole distance from Norwich to Worces-
ter, by the proposed rail-road, exceeds, by one mile only,
the distance by the present travelled highway. The
curves are of a radius of from 3000 to 12000 feet, with
the exception ol several in the vicinity of Norwich, where
a radius of 1000 feet is required.

The country, through which the rail-road will pass, has
been found favorable, in other respects, to its construc-
tion. No formidable barriers of rock are to be encoun-
tered, or heavy and expensive embankments to be made,
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by which the resources of the company will be exhaust-
ed, and its labors discouraged ; while the materials of
wood, stone and gravel, are sufficiently near and abun-
dant to facilitate the work.

Having ascertained, by careful and accurate examina-
tion and surveys, the practicability of their enterprize,
and being impressed with its importance, measures were
adopted to secure the accomplishment of the undertak-
ing, charters were obtained for the construction of the
rail-road, from the Legislatures of Connecticut and Mas-
sachusetts, and by acts of both Legislatures of last year,
the companies in each State, before existing separately,
were united in one corporation. One million of dollars,
the estimated expense of constructing that part of the
road, which is in Connecticut, has been subscribed, and
fifteen per cent, thereof has been paid to the treasurer of
the corporation. The road has been definitively located,
in its whole extent, and voluntary contracts have been
obtained, for a release of the land, through which it
passes. In no instance has the corporation been obliged
to resort to legal means, to obtain from reluctant owners
the land, which was needed for the rail-road : and the
only instances, in which such resort has been necessary,
have been in a very few cases, where a title could not
otherwise be given. Two hundred thousand dollars has
already been expended upon the road. Contracts have
been made for the graduation of twenty-five miles of it,
comprising the most expensive part, and the contractors
are now vigorously engaged in their work. In this stage
of their progress, the corporation ask the aid of the Com-
monwealth, by a loan of its credit, to the amount of four
hundred thousand dollars, the estimated expense of con-
structing eighteen miles of the road, which is within the
limits of this State.
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Entertaining no doubt, with regard to the practicabili-
ty of constructing a rail-road from Norwich to Worces-
ter, your Committee have considered that two questions
remain to be answered.

First. Will the construction of the rail-road be ad-
vantageous to the interests of Massachusetts ? and 2. Is the
security, which the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road
Company offer to the Commonwealth, an ample indem-
nity against loss ?

Perhaps, the fact, that the enterprize has been under-
taken, and so far prosecuted at great expense, will be
conclusive upon the mind of an enlightened Legislature, in
respect to the first branch of inquiry. That the popula-
tion of an interior part of an adjoining State, consisting
principally of farmers, mechanics, manufacturers and
traders, should seek, through the centre of the Common-
wealth, a channel of communication with its great com-
mercial capital ; that, without abundant wealth, and not

actuated by a feverish and transient thirst for speculation,
it should steadily and unremittingly pursue its object, un-
aided, for a period of ten years, implies a want in the bus-
iness of that community, which to them and to us it
would be mutually beneficial to relieve. Your Commit-
tee, however, have not suspended their inquiry at this
point, but have endeavored to revise the opinion, which
their fellow citizens in Connecticut have long since formed,
of the importance of their rail-road, by an investigation
of the facts, upon which that opinion has been founded.

The distance, by the rail-road, from Worcester to Nor-
wich, is 69 miles. From one extremity to the other, the
country is thickly studded with manufacturing villages.
In the State of Massachusetts, the rail-road will pass
through or by the borders of the towns of Ward, Oxford,
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Dudley and Webster, all of which are largely interested
in domestic manufactures. In Connecticut, its course
will be through central parts of the counties of Windham
and New London. The State of Connecticut is distin-
guished among the States of the Union, for her general
industry, and the extent to which she is engaged in do-
mestic manufactures. How far the section of the State,
through which the rail-road is located, is interested in that
branch of industry, may be gathered from the following
facts. By returns in the office of the secretary of the
treasury of the United States, procured in 1832, it ap-
pears, that more than three-fourths of the cotton manu-
factories in Connecticut are situated in the counties of
New London and Windham ; the number of spindles then
in operation in the State being 141,051, in the counties
of Windham and New London 106,229. The number of
manufactories of various descriptions, now in operation
between Worcester and Norwich, not including those
towns, has been ascertained to be 140.

As an agricultural district, the territory through which
the rail-road will pass compares advantageously with oth-
er portions of New England. Its ship timber, ship plank,
&c. already constitute important articles of exportation to
distant markets. But, w’ithout enumerating more partic-
ularly the various sources of profitable business, which
would be opened, to the citizens of this Commonwealth
by means of a rail-road, the Committee would refer to
the annual report of the memorialists, presented at the
present session of the Legislature, for many interesting
facts on this subject.

The directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road,
in their annual report, have estimated the population,
which will be directly accommodated by the rail-road, at
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500,000. With a large part of that population, the in-
habitants of this State have little intercourse in business.
Formerly, and within the memory of many, the business
relations between the capital of Massachusetts and that
portion of Connecticut, which is more particularly inter-
ested in the present undertaking, were intimate. The
country trader came to the capital of this Commonwealth
for his merchandize, and the man engaged in extensive
business, of any description, was familiar with the streets
and wharves of Boston. But, though the business of
that section of country has immeasurably increased, the
communication with Boston has rapidly diminished. The
cause is to be found, principally, in the new facilities af-
forded for reaching other markets, while no corresponding
improvements in the means of intercourse with this State
have been effected. The country trader will not, as in
former times, traverse on horseback the rough roads of
the interior, that he may reach the great mart of Massa-
chusetts, while all the power of steam is in readiness, to
convey him with ease and expedition to the commercial
capital of another Stare. Let the means of communica-
tion between Boston and the interior of New England be
furnished, which are enjoyed for intercommunication be-
tween other parts of the Union, and the current of busi-
ness may again flow as it was wont to do in former days.

Among the advantages to be derived from a rail-road to

Norwich, not the least is the aid which it will afford to

the business of the Western Rail-road. Connecting with
the latter road at Worcester, it will furnish to a large por-
tion of the inhabitants of Connecticut a convenient mode
of reaching the great West, by means of the avenue, which
Massachusetts is now opening from the sea-board to the
Hudson river. As the interest of Massachusetts is now
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identified with the success of the Western Rail-road, your
Committee have regarded the effect which the construc-
tion of a rail-road to Norwich would have upon that en-
terprize, to be matter of great importance. On this sub-
ject, the president of the Western Rail-road, and the gen-
eral agent, who is also a director, gave their testimony
before the Committee. They stated, as the opinion of
all the directors, that the construction of the Norwich
Rail-road would be productive of great benefit to their
own undertaking. This advantage will not be limited to
the transportation of passengers. Merchandize, of vari-
ous descriptions, to and from the vallies of the French
and Quinebaug rivers, it is is supposed, will be conveyed
on the Western Rail-road.

As a means of communication with the city of New
York, the proposed rail-road is of much importance. The
distance from Boston to New York, by the way of Nor-
wich, does not materially exceed the distance by any
other used or contemplated route. At all seasons it will
be a pleasant, safe, and expeditious way of communica-
tion between those commercial cities, and during part of
the year will possess decided advantages over any route
now travelled.

The result to which the Committee have arrived, in
view of all the considerations which bear upon the ques-
tion is, that the construction of a rail-road from Norwich
to Worcester, will be greatly conducive to the prosperity
of this State.

Is the security which the memorialists offer to the Com-
monwealth sufficient ?

The memorialists propose, as security for the loan of
$400,000 which they ask, a pledge of their entire road
and all its expected income, together with a transfer to

2
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tho stale of 4,000 shares in their capital stock, the par
value of which would he the sum of $400,000, the shares
to be sold in case of a failure by the memorialists to per-
form any part of their engagement. The obligations
which the memorialists assume are, to pay the interest
punctually, and the principal sum when it shall become
due.

If the views which the Committee have expressed of
the usefulness of the contemplated rail-road are, to any
considerable extent, correct, the question as to the value
of the security is mainly answered. If the rail-road,
when completed, will yield two per cent, annually, upon
the cost of construction, it will be ample security
to the extent of the interest of this Commonwealth.
That it will be a source of revenue to an amount
far greater, the advantages it possesses, and the ex-
perience of all enterprizes of the same nature, con-
cur to prove. Rail-roads are not now matters of expe-
riment merely, even in this country. Many have been
constructed, and are in use. None have failed to be-
come valuable property. Stock in them is constantly sold
and bought in the market, and while its nominal value
fluctuates like other stocks, according to the condition of
the money market, it is seldom depressed far below its
original cost. These observations will apply to stock in
rail-roads, which have been constructed at great expense,
in the removal of natural obstacles. Can it be supposed,
that a rail-road which will extend 59 miles, through a
populous and busy region, and can be made at small com-
parative expense, will fail to be ample security for the
cost of constructing eighteen miles of the least expensive
part of the way? When the committee look to the fact
that $lOO,OOO is now annually paid for transportation
by persons engaged in business on the line of the rail-road,
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and consider the inferences which may be justly drawn
from it, they cannot feel any difficulty in deciding this
question.

Being satisfied that the completion, by the memorial-
ists, of their rail-road will be advantageous to this Com-
monwealth, and that the security, which they offer, for a
loan of its credit, is ample, your committee unanimously
recommend, that the prayer of the memorialists be grant-
ed, and they report a bill, having that object in view.

To the importance of promoting works of internal im-
provements, and facilitating intercourse between distant
parts of the country, Massachusetts has given her testi-
mony ; and to aid their accomplishment, she has appro-
priated a portion of her treasure.

It is a policy as enlightened as it is liberal, to avail
herself of all the advantages which her wealth, her en-
terprize, and her cheerful toil can procure, to render the
land of the pilgrim fathers pleasant to their children. By
opening new avenues for business, within her borders,
she will afford ampler scope to the energies of her sons,
and counteract the inducements which are continually al-
luring them to distant regions. The statesmen, who
shall visit her from countries more favored by nature, may
wonder at her prosperity, as he sees no natural production
for exportation but the “ granite” of her hills; while the
alchymy of free industry shall still convert even that
rough staple into flourishing cities, towns and villages,
abounding with the comforts, as well as the virtues of a
well ordered and happy State.

All which, together with the accompanying Bill, is re-
spectfully submitted.

Per Order.

CHARLES ALLEiN, Chairman.





AN ACT

To aid the Construction of the Norwich and Worcester
Rail-Road.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. The Treasurer of this Commonwealth is
2 hereby authorized and directed to issue scrip or cer-
-3 tificates of debt in the name and behalf of the Com-
-4 monwealth, under the hand of the said Treasurer
5 and the seal of the Commonwealth, for the sum of
6 four hundred thousand dollars, bearing an interest of
7 five per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, at
8 the office of the said Treasurer, and redeemable at
9 the same place, at the expiration of twenty years from

10 the ; which scrip or certificates shall be
11 deemed to he a pledge of the faith and credit of the
12 Commonwealth for the redemption thereof: and the
13 said Treasurer shall deliver said scrip or certificates
14 of debt to the Treasurer of the Norwich and Worces-

(fommonluraltl) of JHassacfmsctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Seven.
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15 ter Rail-road Company, for the purpose of enabling
16 the said company to complete that part of their road
17 which lies within this Commonwealth, at such limes
18 and under such conditions as are hereinafter provided.

1 Sec. 2. When said company shall have expended
2 or received for the purpose of being expended, in the
3 construction of their rail-road, the sum of two hun-
-4 dred and fifty thousand dollars, the Treasurer of the
5 Commonwealth shall deliver to the Treasurer of said
6 company scrip or certificates issued as aforesaid, to
7 the amount of one hundred thousand dollars. And
8 when they shall have expended, or received for the
9 purpose of being expended as aforesaid, the sum of

10 five hundred thousand dollars, in addition to the
11 amount of the scrip which they shall have received
12 from this Commonwealth, the Treasurer of the Com-
-13 monwealth shall deliver to the Treasurer of the said
14 company, scrip or certificates issued as aforesaid, to
15 the further amount of one hundred thousand dollars.
16 And when the said company shall have graded the
17 whole of their said road, the Treasurer of the Com-
-18 monwealth shall deliver to the Treasurer of said com-
-19 pany the remainder of the said scrip or certificates, for
20 said sum of four hundred thousand dollars. Provided,
21 that before any such scrip or certificates shall be de-
-22 livered to the Treasurer of said company, as aforesaid,
23 the said company shall furnish evidence satisfactory
24 to the Governor, that said payments have been made
25 as aforesaid.

1 Sec. 3. This act shall not take effect until said
2 company, at a meeting of the stockholders, duly no-
-3 tified for that purpose, shall have assented to all the
4 provisions thereof, and shall have executed to the



1837. SENATE—No. 49.

5 Commonwealth a bond, in such form as the Attorney
6 General shall prescribe, conditioned that said compa-
-7 ny shall indemnify and save harmless the Common-
-8 wealth from all liability on account of said scrip or
9 certificates, and shall pay the interest thereon punc-

-10 tually, as the same shall fall due, at the office of the
11 Treasurer of this Commonwealth, until the principal
12 sum or sums thereof shall be paid by said company;
13 and shall pay, at the office of said Treasurer of the
14 Commonwealth, the principal sum or sums aforesaid
15 one year before the same shall become redeemable
16 by the Commonwealth. And shall also convey, by a
17 suitable instrument, to be prepared for that purpose
18 under the direction of the Attorney General, their
19 entire road and its income, and all the franchise to
20 them belonging, as a pledge or mortgage to secure
21 the performance of all the conditions of said bond.
22 And shall also transfer to this Commonwealth four
23 thousand shares of the capital stock of said company,
24 to be held by the Treasurer of the Commonwealth
25 as further security for the performance of the condi-
-26 tions of the said bond, and to be sold by the said
27 Treasurer at the pleasure of the General Court, upon
28 the failure of the said company to pay the interest of
29 the said scrip or certificates of debt, or the principal
30 thereof as aforesaid.




