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M E M O R I A L .

To the Honorable the Senate and House o f Representa
tives o f the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts, in Gen
eral Court assembled:

The Memorial of the Directors of the Western Rail-road 
Corporation, respectfully sheweth:

That, at a special meeting of the Stockholders held at 
Boston, on the 23d of November last, and very numer
ously attended from all parts of the Commonwealth; they 
were requested and enjoined, to apply to the Legislature 
at its present session, for a loan of the credit of the State 
to the Western Rail-road Corporation, for eighty per cent, 
on the amount of the stock by a State scrip, having thirty 
years to run, bearing interest at five per cent, per annum 
semi-annually, principal and interest payable in London 
to bearer, with warrants for the interest. At the same 
time a vote was passed authorizing the Treasurer under 
order of the Board of Directors, to pledge the franchise 
of the Corporation, together with the road and its appur
tenances as collateral security for the payment of said 
scrip, both principal and interest. In presenting this pe
tition your memorialists do not consider it necessary to 
enter into an argument as to the utility of this road, as to 
the duty of States carrying on public improvements 
at the public expense, or of the many advantages that 
would result directly and indirectly from granting aid in



4 W ESTERN  RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. Jan

the precise manner that is prayed for. They however 
consider it as due both to the stockholders and the public, 
to state briefly the reasons that render such assistance 
necessary. The importance of a rapid and easy commu
nication between the interior of the state and the capital, 
and between both and the fertile regions of the West, had 
long been felt; and no sooner had the advantages of rail
roads been tested, than the attention of the Legislature 
was called to this work. The application was unsuccess
ful, not because the necessity of the work was doubted, 
but because private enterprise aided only by charters of 
incorporation, had been sufficient to complete every work 
that had been attempted ; and little doubt was felt that 
this too, would be accomplished without legislative assist
ance. A charter was accordingly obtained, and subscrip
tion books were opened; but the great expense of the 
road—the length of time that must necessarily elapse be
fore an income could be expected, and many other rea
sons, prevented the subscription from being filled. Pub
lic considerations could not induce the State, private in
terest could not tempt individuals to embark in the enter
prise, and nothing remained but an appeal to the public 
spirit of the citizens. This was accordingly made. 
Meetings were held in the metropolis, and in the towns 
and villages on the line of the road. These were ad
dressed by citizens of other States, and by the most in
fluential men of our own. Towns were divided into dis
tricts, and the city into wards, committees were appoint
ed in each, who almost prescribed the amount that every 
one should contribute ; and public opinion pointed at him 
who refused, as at one who was unwilling to bear his in
dividual part in a common burden, or who was desirous 
of reaping a great public advantage, without contributing
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his proportion of the expense. Exertions like these conld 
not be unsuccessful, and 20,000 shares were taken by 
about 2200 subscribers; of these as they now appear on 
the books of the Corporation,
1349 belong to the County of Suffolk,

70 “ “ Norfolk,
472 “ “ Hampden and Worcester,
249 “ “ Berkshire,

and the rest were divided among citizens of other coun
ties; all these were bona-fide subscriptions, one of the con
ditions in all of them was, that 10 per cent, should be paid 
on each share, which was accordingly done in every case 
without an exception. The Legislature in 1836 increas
ed the capital of the Corporation, and subscribed a 
million to its stock, this assistance, valuable as it was, 
gave no relief to individual stockholders; at the time they 
neither asked, nor needed it, but a change was at hand, 
and many who supposed they were independent, found 
they were ruined ; this change was peculiarly felt by the 
class of men, whose energy and patriotism, had induced 
them to aid this important undertaking. With but few 
exceptions the stockholders consisted of active merchants, 
mechanics, farmers, and manufacturers, and among these, 
many have lost either their entire means of payment, or 
at least, the surplus that they had thus appropriated.

The subscribers in making this application do not come 
as representatives of speculators who have failed in an 
enterprize by which they had hoped to enrich themselves 
or their children, but of deserving citizens who have 
made, and are willing to make sacrifices for the public 
good. They do not ask to be relieved from the labor or 
the respons.bility of constructing the road, nor from any 
risk arising from the ultimate success. They offer to pay 
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in 20 per cent, of their own money, and they ask that 
when they have so done, the State should, by a loan of 
its credit at once save them from the necessity of locking 
up their active means, and increase the public wealth hy 
the introduction of a foreign capital. It may perhaps, be 
inquired, why an application of this nature should be made 
before the means of compulsion authorized by law have 
been resorted to. The answer has already been given: 
change of times has destroyed the ability of subscribers. 
And the directors can truly say, that they hardly know 
of an instance in the State, where the payment is refused 
on any ground, but that of absolute inability. The man
ner in which the assessments have been paid, notwith
standing the change of circumstances, shows the interest 
taken in the enterprize originally, and the necessity of 
efficient aid at the present time. The two first assess
ments were laid in a time of comparative prosperity, and 
were collected in full. The third was made payable on 
the loth oi January, 1837, and 75 per cent, was paid on 
the 16th day of March, enabling the corporation to claim 
the States’ subscription on that day. The fourth was 
laid, payable on the 15th ot April, and owing to the pres
sure, that preceded the suspension of specie payments, 
was postponed until the 25th of September. It was for 
a long time doubted whether such a proportion of this as
sessment could be collected as would enable the corpora
tion to claim the subscription of the State. It was how
ever done on the 2d ot the present month. Great exer
tions on the part of the officers of the corporation, joined 
to a hope ot aid from the Legislature at its present ses
sion, and an unwillingness on the part of the stockholders 
to lose the advantages of (he present contracts by stop
ping the work tor a day, were the means of effecting it.
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In many cases these assessments were paid by firms, and 
individuals who have failed, and it is the conviction of 
your petitioners that unless aid is given by the State, it 
will be impossible to collect 75 per cent, on another as
sessment, which will of course involve the necessity of 
suspending the work. The Directors have thus stated 
the claim of the stockholders to assistance, arising from 
the manner of their subscription, and the absolute neces
sity of aid in order to enable them to go on with the great 
public work in which they are engaged. They will not 
occupy your time with general considerations, these have 
been set forth in documents that are already in your 
hands ; they would only request an early action on this 
subject, and such aid as will enable them to progress with 
vigor in an enterprize of which every citizen acknowl
edges the importance.

By order of the Stockholders.

THOMAS B. WALES,
EDMUND DWIGHT,
JOH N  HENSHAW,
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr.,
AM ASA WALKER,
GEORGE BLISS,

Directors.

B oston, January 3, 1838.
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H ouse of R epresentatives , Jan. 13, 1838.

Referred to Messrs. W ash bu rn , of Worcester, 
D uncan , of Haverhill,
P h e l p s , of Hadley,
E dgell , of Framingham,
Ives , of Westfield,

with such as the Senate may join, with instructions to 
cause the same to be printed.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

r

In S enate, Jan. 13, 1838.

Concurred: and Messrs. H udson , F illet , S haw and 
K ing, are joined.

CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.



R E P O R T .

To the Honorable the Senate and House o f Representatives 
of the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts :

As required by the provisions of law, the Directors of the 
Western Rail-road Corporation herewith present their 
Second A nnual R eport .

At the annual meeting of the Corporation in February 
last, the directors of the previous year were re-elected, 
with the exception, that Francis Jackson having declined 
the office, Ainasa Walker was chosen in his stead.

At the date of the last report to the Legislature, the 
eastern portion of the line, between the village of Wor
cester, and Seven-mile river in East Brookfield, was un
der contract, and in process of grading. During the past 
year, this work has been steadily prosecuted—the grading 
of about sixteen miles has been completed, and that upon 
the residue is in a good state of forwardness. The di
rectors are confidently of opinion, that, with an applica
tion of means, not inconsistent with a prudent economy 
of expenditure, the whole of this part of the road, with 
the exception of one mile at New Worcester, and one 
mile at the summits in Charlton, may be graded and 
ready for the superstructure, by mid-summer of the pres
ent year, and that the section at New Worcester may be
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finished by the first of November next, and that at the 
summit by the succeeding spring.

From East Brookfield to the Connecticut river, the 
route adopted is in the general course of the valley of the 
Chickopee river, as far as to Stony hill, in Wilbraham ; 
thence it crosses the plains which skirt the Connecticut 
valley oil the east, to the head of Garden brook, and 
passing down this brook, the line strikes the Connecticut 
river about half a mile above the court-house in Spring- 
field. In its course, it passes south of, and near to, the 
villages of South and West Brookfield, through the village 
of Warren, about two miles south of Three Rivers village
# O

in Palmer, and near the Ludlow factories.
From Stony hill to the river, a distance of about seven 

miles, four routes were surveyed. And these were con
tinued to a proper point of union, west of the river. 1. 
Crossing the river at Cabotville, by the mouth of the 
Chickopee, and about four miles north of the court-house. 
2. By End brook about one and three-quarter miles north 
of the same point. 3. By Garden brook, and 4, by the 
valley of Mill river in the southerly part of Springfield. 
1 he line by Garden brook, being the least expensive, and 
with the most favorable grades, was, on the recommenda
tion of the engineers, adopted by the directors.

I he whole of the line from East Brookfield to the 
Connecticut river, was definitely located, and, with the 
exception of about two miles adjoining the river, was put 
under contract lor grading in the month of June last, up
on favorable terms, ih e w o rk o f  graduation was soon 
after commenced upon the greater portion of it, and it has 
been continued to the present time, as vigorously as a 
prudent regard to the state of the times would admit.

Of this portion of the road, being about 34 3-4 miles,
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about 11 miles are already graded, and the residue is ad
vanced in a manner satisfactory to the directors. Should 
no unfortunate obstacle delay the progress of the work, 
it is confidently believed, that, excepting one mile at 
Twelve-mile brook in Wilbraham, and two miles adjoin
ing the Connecticut river, this part of the road may be 
graded, and ready for the superstructure by next autumn, 
and it is estimated that those three miles may be graded 
during the succeeding winter.

Thus it appears, if these reasonable expectations are 
not disappointed, that, of the road from Worcester to 
Springfield, being about 54 miles, there are already
graded, 27 miles,
that by mid-summer there will be graded, 21 “
by 1st of November next, 1 “
and by the spring of 1839, the residue, 5 “

54 miles.

A reference to the last annual report will shew, that, 
at the date of it, (January, 1 837,) very extensive prelim
inary surveys had been made between Connecticut river 
and the western boundary of the state. Those surveys 
had pointed out two general routes in competition for 
preference— A northern one, by Chester, Dalton and 
Pittsfield—and the southern by Otis, Lee and Stock- 
bridge.

By the character of the country on the northern line, we 
are virtually confined to one general route. And this hav
ing been previously traced by Air. Baldwin, whose maps, 
profiles and reports were in possession of the engineers, 
preliminary surveys were there unnecessary; and they 
had proceeded directly with an approximate location. 
The surveys upon the south route had been over a wide
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extent of country,'from Becket on the north, to Granville 
and Tolland on the south ; and they were experimental 
only. Upon the completion of the maps and profiles, it 
was deemed advisable, as intimated in the former report, 
to select the lines upon the southern route, most favora
ble for a continuous one from Westfield to West Stock- 
bridge, and make an approximate location there ; thus 
placing both routes, in this respect, upon the same foot
ing. This additional work was accomplished, and a re
port made by the engineers, in June last, embracing full 
details of the approximate location upon both routes.

By an examination of this report, it was ascertained, 
that the difference in the length of the two routes, and in 
the estimated expense of construction, was comparatively 
trifling, being each a little in favor of the south route—that 
the principal summit was 51 feet higher, and the aggre
gate elevation of all the summits, 113 feet more, upon 
the south, than upon the north route, which would give a 
difference, in the equated distance, of 5.28 miles in favor 
of the north line—that the whole curvature was 390 de
grees greater upon the south route, than upon the north 
— that of grades over 50 feet per mile, there were 8.3 
miles more upon the south than upon the north route.

Upon the receipt of this report, the directors, at the re
quest of the friends of each route, gave them a hearing; 
and, after a full consideration of the subject, and an ex
amination of the lines by a part of the board, they, in 
August last, decided in favor of the northern route, 
through Pittsfield, and ordered the same to be definitely 
located. I he board, however, reserved for future deci
sion, on the coming in of the report of the definite loca
tion, three points, which are still undetermined, viz., 
the direction of the lines through the villages of Westfield
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and Pittsfield, and the western termination of the road, 
either at the Canaan Gap in West Stockbridge, or at 
Hatch’s Gap in Richmond, which are about 2 2-3 miles 
apart.

At the Canaan Gap, the road would unite with the 
Hudson and Berkshire road, which extends to the city of 
Hudson. This is already fully graded, with the excep
tion of a short distance, requiring a few weeks more work, 
and the superstructure has been commenced. The su
perintendent gives assurance, that the whole will be in 
operation before the close of the next summer.

The Albany rail-road may also terminate at the Canaan 
Gap in West Stockbridge. Indeed, no other route was 
suggested for it, till within the last year. But, since the 
date of our last report, the superintendent of that road 
has asked attention to the route from Pittsfield, by Hatch’s 
Gap in Richmond, and thence by New Lebanon to Alba
ny. It is represented, that this route, if practicable, will 
save about six miles in the distance between Pittsfield 
and Albany. Of the practicability of that part of the 
route, which is within the state o f New York, at a reason
able expense, satisfactory evidence has not been exhibited. 
But as soon as it was decided, that the route of our road 
would be by Pittsfield, a survey was had from thence to 
Hatch’s Gap. The line, so far as within this state, was 
found to be favorable, and with light grades, and to be 
about 2 1-3 miles shorter than that to the Canaan Gap.

The directors regret that nothing effective has yet been 
done, towards the construction of the Albany road. In
deed, as has been intimated, the route of that road is still 
undecided. But after repeated solicitations and confer
ences, and a recent visit of the agent to Albany for the 
purpose, the directors of that company have now engaged

Q
kJ
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to give an early decision, as to their general route, and 
the point at which they desire to strike the state line.

The definite location of our road from Connecticut riv
er to the state line, has now been completed; and the 
final maps, profiles and estimates of the same are in pro
gress. These are not sufficiently advanced to permit the 
results now to be given. But it is believed, they will not 
differ materially from those upon the approximate loca
tion, made nearly upon the same line.

The report of the engineers upon this definite location, 
may be expected in a few weeks. Upon its receipt, the 
directors will be ready to decide upon the lines at the 
Westfield and Pittsfield villages, and upon the course of 
the road westward of Pittsfield, as well as upon the ques
tion of its union with the Albany and Hudson roads. 
And it is believed, that, before the opening of the coming 
spring, the whole line, from Springfield to the boundary 
of New York, may be ready to be put under contract for 
grading.

The directors are deeply impressed with the importance 
of commencing this part of the work early in the next 
season, and, should adequate means be provided for the 
expenditure, they see no obstacle to its immediate prose
cution. The necessity of this course is strongly urged by 
the fact, that, by the terms of the original subscription to 
the stock, the road from Pittsfield to the state line, must 
be completed as early as that part between Worcester and 
Springfield. And, unless the former can be far advanced 
during the present year, the state of it may require an 
unnecessary and very injurious delay upon the latter. 
The directors, therefore, will omit no reasonable exertion 
to commence the grading westward of Pittsfield as early 
as is practicable.
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Six assessments of five dollars each have been laid 
upon the stock. The two first had been fully paid at the 
date of the last report; the third was then in process ot 
collection, and the fourth had been laid payable on the 
17th of the succeeding April. Owing to the extraordi
nary pecuniary embarrassments which existed at the lat
ter date, the directors deemed it prudent to postpone the 
collection of the fourth assessment to the 25th of Septem
ber last. During the past year, a fifth assessment was 
laid, and it became payable on the 15th of November last, 
and the sixth will fall due on the 25th day of January 
instant.

The receipts and expenditures of the corporation for 
the year past, as stated by the treasurer, are as follows, 
viz. :

1. Receipts.
Balance on hand as per last report, Jan. 14, 1837,

$262,602 44
Am't since ree’d on 3d instal’t, $133,985 00

“ 4th “ *75,100 00
“ 5th “ 28,830 00
“ 6th “ 720 00

Interest ree’d since last report, 14,143 60
---------------- 252,778 60

$515,381 04
* Exclusive of $50,000 due from the State.

2. Expenditures.
Amount paid for incidental expenses, $4,681 34

“ for engineer department, in
cluding surveys and superintendence of 
construction, 35,214 33

Amount paid for construction, 363,490 39
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Amount paid for land damages and fencing, 40,292 81 
“ timber lands, 1,812 50

Balance on hand, 69,889 67

$515,381 04
Respectfully submitted.

THOMAS B. WALES, \
R O B E R T  RANTOUL, J r . , )
EDM. DW IGHT, f
JOHN HENS HAW, \> Directors.
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. f
AMASA WALKER, \
GEO. BLISS, )

Boston, January 2d, 1838.

Sworn to,
S uffolk s s . J an. 3, 1838.

Before me,
E L L IS  GRAY LORING,

Justice o f the Peace.

H ouse of R epresentatives , Jan 13, 1838.

Referred to the Committee on a Petition of the West
ern Rail-road Corporation, with instructions to cause the 
same to be printed.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In S enate , Jan. 13, 1838.
Concurred.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.


