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To His Excellency the Governor,
and the Honorable Council:

The Inspectors of the Massachusetts State Prison re
spectfully submit their Report for the year ending the 
30th day of September, 1837.

On the 30th day of September, 1836, the number of 
convicts in the prison was 278. Since that time 66 have 
been released on expiration of their sentences, 14 by re
mission of punishment, 1 by order of Court, and 5 have 
died. During the same time 99 have been received: so 
that the number of convicts now in the prison is 291. 
Forty of those received the past year are native citizens 
of this state, 36 are citizens of other states in the Union, 
and 23 are foreigners, of whom 13 are from Ireland. 
Of the 99 only 2 were convicted of acts of violence 
to the person, and the remaining 97 are under sentence 
for violation of the rights of property. The number of 
recommitments since our last report has been 13,—being 
more than in the year ending in September, 1836, but 
the same as in the previous year, and less than the aver
age number annually. During the past year, the whole 
number of convicts has never exceeded 303, nor been less 
than 273.

The accounts ol the Warden will accompany this re
port, and be deposited in the office of the Treasurer of
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the Commonwealth. The decline, in business, which has 
affected most establishments in out country, has been se
verely felt here, as will be seen by those accounts. By 
them it is shown that the financial operations of the year 
have resulted in a deficit of $2773 64. But if (as is 
proper) we credit the institution with the amount of 
cash paid from its own treasury for the new work-shop 
$2013 73, and for repairs of real estate $1566 72, there 
has been a net gain of $806 81. There has been no 
loss by bad debts ; but the expenditures have been heavi
er, and the income much less during the past than in the 
preceding year. That excess of expenditure has been for 
rations $3851 67, for officers’ salaries $2228 29, and in 
the department of real estate $3008 74, while the net in
come from the stone department during the same time 
has been $10,328 64 less than in the year ending 30th 
September, 1836. We are not surprised at the great de
cline of business in that department. In our report for 
the year ending September 30th 1835, we state that the 
business done in the stone department “ is more lucrative 
than any other pursued here. But success in it depends 
on several contingencies. Most of the work done is not 
for the supply of any actual wants, but for objects of taste 
and luxury. It is only in times of general prosperity, 
therefore, that we can expect much profit from this de
partment. And those interested in the management oi 
the institution should bear in mind the extreme uncer
tainty attending operations in this business, which is now 
their chief financial resource.” We regret that these 
views have been so soon and so fully verified.

Since our last report the conduct of the prisoners has 
generally been very satisfactory. They have been obe
dient, industrious, and have yielded without hesitation to
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the discipline of the place. Separated as they are from 
all intercourse with vicious companions,—constantly en
gaged in laborious but healthful occupations,—supplied 
with abundance of healthful food,—having the best at
tendance in sickness, and enjoying many religious advan
tages, we have a right to expect a large majority of them 
to conduct with propriety ;—and they do so. But there 
are always a few whose violence and obstinacy cannot be 
wholly subdued so as to secure their uniform good beha
viour. Their character soon becomes known, and the 
discipline of the institution is so enforced in regard to 
them as to render them safe, if not profitable inmates.

Here, as elsewhere, those, who know most, generally 
behave best, and cause least trouble. It is a great mis
take to suppose that the persons, confined here, are very 
shrewd and intelligent. A few of them have shown cour
age and ingenuity in the commission of crimes. Their 
evil deeds have obtained for them some notoriety, and 
have led many to believe that most of the prisoners are 
also daring, shrewd, and well-informed. But it is not so. 
Many of them are extremely ignorant and cannot even 
read and write. Many of them are taught to read in the 
Sabbath school of the prison. A well educated person is 
seldom seen here. There is not a graduate of any col
lege among the convicts, excepting one from England. 
Good education, self-respect, deference to public opinion, 
and regard for the feelings of friends are as close com
panions as ignorance, bad company and intemperance. 
And the first as certainly secure obedience to the laws as 
the last lead on to crime and ignominious punishment. 
This lesson is taught here by daily experience. It is un
doubtedly so in all other prisons, and the fact shows the 
importance of our public schools as the best defences
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against the vices and habits which lead so many to crime 
and the penitentiary.

During the last seven years, a sabbath school has been 
maintained in the prison, attended by teachers of different 
religious opinions, by whom a large number of the con
victs are instructed in the general principles of religion 
and morality, and some of them are taught to read. The 
prisoners consider it a privilege to attend this school, and 
derive great advantage from it. We believe it has a fa
vorable influence on their general deportment, and is one 
of the important means of securing their reformation. 
That many of them do reform, we have no doubt. There 
is evidence, on which we can rely, that many who have 
been confined here, have abandoned their former evil 
courses, engaged in respectable pursuits, and are now 
worthy members of society, leading exemplary lives. 
Such men should be encouraged, and be made to feel that 
the community consider they have paid the penalty of 
their offences by their imprisonment here, and that they 
re-enter the world with a fair opportunity to earn and 
maintain a good character. We doubt if the public think 
seriously enough of this. We believe that many a case 
of relapse occurs among discharged convicts because they 
find no encouragement given to their first and honest en
deavors to do well and earn an honest livelihood.

During the past year, a highly intelligent committee of 
the Legislature made a thorough examination of the treat
ment of the prisoners,— their food,— the punishments to 
which they are subjected, and the general discipline of 
the institution. Its friends were gratified with the result 
of that investigation, and that the Legislature accepted 
the unanimous report of that committee, declaring “ that 
the government seem to have discovered the true princi-
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pies of discipline, and to apply them with success”—that 
“ the annual reports of the officers of the prison have been 
fully sustained in the examination”—and that “ the Mas
sachusetts State Prison ranks as high as any prison in this 
country.”

The punishments at this prison consist of solitary con
finement, short allowance of food, and stripes. In regard 
to corporeal punishment, the views of the inspectors and 
warden coincide with those of the people of this state as 
shown in our criminal code. We object to it whenever 
it can be dispensed with,—and it is never inflicted where 
there is a hope of subduing the convict by mild means. 
But in some cases it is unavoidable. Every offender 
must be subdued thoroughly, and his fellow convicts must 
know it, or there will be an end of all discipline. But 
generally, the mere knowledge that the warden has the 
power to inflict stripes, will render the exercise of that 
power unnecessary.

The committee were also satisfied, that the prisoners 
are treated humanely. It would be wretched policy to 
treat them otherwise. The objects in imprisoning them 
here, are to punish them for their misdeeds,—to reform 
them,—and to warn others to avoid their fate and the 
causes that have led to it. Kindness is consistent with 
all these objects, and essential to reformation. It cannot 
be displayed by any indulgences or promises of favor.—A 
strict and uniform discipline must be maintained over all 
the prisoners.—But that may be done with all the rigor 
allowed by law, and yet the well-behaved convict will be 
made contented by feeling that he is treated with all 
proper kindness, and by seeing a marked difference in the 
deportment of officers towards him, and towards unruly 
convicts.
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It is gratifying to know, that the excellent discipline of 
the prison is maintained by moral and religious influence, 
rather than by corporeal punishment, and that the com
mittee were so well satisfied of this truth. Its good ef
fects are seen in the quiet and subdued deportment of 
the convicts,— the ease with which they are governed,— 
in their ready obedience to their officers, and the ardor 
and steadiness with which they attend to their work. 
For, under the supervision here exercised, they probably 
labor as diligently as the same number of men in any oth
er place.

The committee were also satisfied, that the food allow
ed to the convicts is abundant in quantity and of suitable 
quality,— “ that the allowance here is as libera! as at any 
other prison in this country, and more so than at most of 
them,”— “ that the prisoners have all the food and as 
much of every kind as the law allows, or their health or 
comfort requires.” The greatest attention is given to 
this subject in making the contracts,—inspecting all the 
food as received from the contractor,—and in preparing 
and delivering it to the convicts. We even require every 
officer to report in writing to the inspectors or war
den, without delay, any and every objection he may know 
or hear in regard to any of the rations. With all this 
vigilance, if the officers do their duty, there cannot be 
any objection to the rations without our knowledge of it; 
and, of course, it would be remedied as soon as known. 
The convicts, on their discharge, uniformly express their 
satisfaction with both food and clothing. There can be 
no better evidence on these points, than may be had by a 
visit to the prison,— by seeing the healthy, muscular ap
pearance of the convicts,—the amount of work done by 
them daily,— the neatness of their cells, bedding and fur-
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niture,—the manner in which all the apartments are 
wanned and ventilated,—and the good order and comfort 
in all the arrangements of the hospital department.

In almost every prison of this kind, the convicts have 
hut one dress at a time, which is in daily use till it is 
worn out. Their under dress only is changed every sab
bath. This has appeared to us to be wrong. We have, 
therefore, made arrangements for providing them with an 
additional suit ol clothes, to be worn only on the sabbath. 
It has a mark to distinguish it, and prevent its being worn 
on other days, but, in other respects, it is the same as 
their common dress. It has been delivered to many of 
them, and will be delivered to the others without unne
cessary delay. It will conduce both to their health and 
comfort. They are gratified with it. It is one of the 
things that make the sabbath pleasant to them. Of 
course, it is only the cost of the first suit furnished in this 
manner, which can be considered an extra expense, as it 
will he used to supply the place of the working suit when 
that is w’orn out.

During the past year, a large and well arranged work
shop has been built in the prison yard pursuant to a re
solve of the Legislature. Into this, the brush makers, 
coopers and hatters have been moved from the dark apart
ment formerly occupied by them under the whitesmiths 
shop. I his new building is so arranged that the inspec
tion of it is perfect. In the former shop, these convicts 
were among the most unruly, and were often punished. 
They are now among the most quiet men in the prison.

During the past year, the inspectors and warden have 
unanimously deemed it their duty to remove from office 
three turnkeys, and five watchmen, without stating to 
them the causes of their removal. Three of these cases

2
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occurred before the abovementioned investigation was 
made by the Committee of the Legislature,—to whom 
we explained the mode of making removals, and our 
opinion, that the causes of removal should be known only 
by the inspectors and warden. From the praise bestow
ed by the committee on the discipline and management of 
the institution, we have a right to infer that their views 
accorded with our own on this subject.

The inspectors, warden, chaplain, and physician are 
appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the council, and hold their offices during the pleasure 
of the executive. The deputy warden, and all other offi
cers of the prison are appointed by the warden, subject 
to the approval of the inspectors, and hold their offices 
during the pleasure of the inspectors and warden. If the 
warden thinks any such officer ought to be removed, 
and the inspector shall not consent thereto, the warden 
may appeal to the governor and council, who, after rea
sonable notice to the inspectors, may make such removal. 
The Board of Inspectors are required to visit the prison 
once a month, and oftener if they deem it needful, and 
one of them must visit it at least once in every week, for 
the purpose (among other things) of ascertaining if the 
officers are “ competent and faithful ?” and “ every officer 
who holds his place at the pleasure of the inspectors and 
warden, and who shall be found to be unfaithful or incom
petent, shall be by them, forthwith removed.” Such are 
the requirements of the law ; and, under them, we have, 
in the execution of our duties, made the removals.

It is a wise provision of the law which requires the im
mediate removal of every subordinate officer who is found 
to be incompetent or unfaithful. The safe keeping of 
nearly 300 convicts, the good order of the prison, and the
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safety of the property of the Commonwealth and of the 
contractors are not to be entrusted for a moment to per
sons in whom we have not entire confidence. We feel a 
deep responsibility in regard to the institution, and we 
will not share it with such men. In regard to the recent 
removals, no one has been removed until the inspectors 
and warden were perfectly satisfied of his infidelity or 
incapacity, nor for any cause which would not, in our 
opinion, have required the immediate removal of the high
est officer in the institution, if the same objections existed 
against him.

In reports concerning penitentiaries, it is usual to insist 
strongly on the necessity of constant watchfulness and 
strict discipline among the convicts. They are equally 
necessary among the officers. No penitentiary can pros
per unless those officers, who are with the convicts during 
all their hours of labor, are faithful and efficient, and of 
an exemplary character. We must be cautious what ex
amples we present for imitation to bad men whom we 
would reform. It is useless to have faithful and compe
tent superior officers, if their subordinate agents treat 
them and their commands with disrespect, endeavor to 
thwart their exertions for the good of the institution, 
violate its rules of discipline, or neglect to disclose their 
knowledge of such violations by other officers and even 
convicts,—or if they are passionate, revengeful, or pro
fane. If such persons must be retained in this prison, 
they will disgrace and ruin i t ; and every decent man con
nected with the government of it, will abandon his office 
if he has any self respect.

The law of the Commonwealth provides, that, if any 
officer or other person, employed in or about the prison, 
shall deliver, or procure to be delivered, to any convict,
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any article whatever, or shall conceal in or about the 
prison any article, with intent that a convict shall receive 
the same, without the knowledge and permission of the 
warden or an inspector, he shall be punished by imprison
ment in this prison, or in the county jail, not more than 
two years, or by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 
Before any of said removals were made, we were inform
ed, that, within a short time, articles had been secretly 
sent from the prison, and sold on account of convicts, and 
that money, tobacco, newspapers, letters, &c., were 
brought into the prison for their use. The testimony 
submitted to us left not the least doubt on our minds of 
the truth of this information; and we had as little doubt, 
that all this could not be done without the aid, knowledge 
or gross carelessness of some of the officers. We then 
proceeded to make a close investigation concerning the 
character, capacity and fidelity of every officer,—and we 
thereby came to the knowledge of the facts which led to 
these removals. There is very little danger of our erring 
in such cases. If the inspectors and warden (especially 
the last) do their duty faithfully and vigilantly, the char
acters of the subordinate officers will be known to them. 
There is no want of opportunities to obtain this and much 
other information, with a degree of certainty perfectly 
satisfactory to the government of the institution. It de
pends on their fidelity and energy, whether they will 
make a proper use of the knowledge after they have ob
tained it. If they value their offices, or their present 
quiet, more than the permanent interests of the institu
tion,—if they stand in awe of the complaints and threats 
of inefficient or unfaithful officers, or their friends, the 
welfare of the prison will be sacrificed. But such in
spectors and such a warden will find that their neglect oi
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duty and want of energy will cost them dearly. If the 
characters and deportment of the subordinate officers ex
hibit any of the defects we have mentioned, their bad 
examples, neglect and violation of duty will soon be felt 
in the departure of moral and religious influence,—in the 
idleness and insubordination of the convicts, and in pecu
niary loss. All this will not long escape the notice of the 
executive and legislative departments of the Common
wealth. Investigation will follow, and that will result in 
the removal and disgrace of the unfaithful inspectors and 
warden who shall thus have dared not to do their duty. 
On this subject, we have formed our deliberate determi
nation, that, while we are inspectors, we will have no 
officer here of whose capacity or fidelity we have a rea
sonable doubt, or whom we would not appoint anew to 
his office if he were not connected with the prison. We 
know the high reputation it has, and we believe it enjoys 
it rightfully. No exertions have been, or will be omitted 
by us to maintain it. But we must be sustained by all 
the officers. We well know the trouble incident to these 
removals. We felt it the last winter in the investigation 
proved to the committee to have been “ got up” by means 
of anonymous newspaper articles, written by dismissed 
officers and their friends, and by anonymous letters proved 
to have gone from the same sources. These originated 
that investigation, which continued for weeks, at a time 
when the prison W'as never so prosperous,—never better 
conducted,—and when there was no other excitement in 
the community in regard to it, but that of pleasure at its 
high standing. In every way, the exercise of the duly of 
making removals exposes the government to much vexa
tion. But it is a duty, and it must be performed con
scientiously and firmly,—for thereon depend the welfare
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and character of the institution. The power of removal 
rests where the law has placed it, and we hope in safe 
hands. The inspectors act under no influence in such 
cases but a desire to serve the institution. They have 
little acquaintance with the subordinate officers. Their 
interests or duties cannot conflict— we can have none but 
friendly feelings towards them. We are as desirous of 
having and retaining good officers here, as such persons 
can be of remaining here :—and we sensibly feel the loss 
of a faithful, competent officer. There are subordinate 
officers in this institution, whose removal from it we 
should consider a most serious calamity. The exercise 
of the power of removal is painful,—and will always be 
avoided, unless required by positive duty, and proof so 
clear as wholly to shake our confidence in the accused. 
The judicious and humane exercise of this power is, 
therefore, secured by our interest, duty and feelings.

It may be said, that subordinate officers should not be 
removed, without being informed of the accusations 
against them, and being permitted to defend themselves. 
The law requires nothing of the kind, but directs imme
diate removal. Besides, these are not cases for trial, to 
determine the fact whether the accused officer can be legal
ly convicted of the charges against him. The question is 
only, whether the inspectors and warden have or have 
not entire confidence in the officer ; and, however a court 
of law might determine the question of guilt or innocence, 
if that confidence be shaken, the officer must be dismiss
ed. Each of the recent removals was made for reasons 
of so conclusive a nature, that no examination could have 
restored our confidence, or raised a doubt as to the pro
priety of the course we pursued. And we are well satis
fied, that, as a general rule, when the inspectors and
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warden are unanimously convinced of the necessity of a 
removal, it must be made forthwith, and that the causes 
of it should not be made known. There is no reason for 
making them known, unless to put the accused on trial; 
but, if the case be so strong against the officer, that the 
government unanimously decide against him, a trial could 
not restore our confidence in him ; and, of course, he 
would derive no benefit from it. So far as regards his 
reputation, it would in many cases materially injure him. 
Whatever might be the result of such a trial, it would 
give the accused no right to retain his office. No officer 
here has a right to retain his office for a moment. All 
hold their places during the pleasure of the appointing 
power;—and that tenure of office is destroyed, if the 
right to remove at pleasure be denied.

There are other objections to the trial of a subordinate 
officer. The law supposes the charges against him to be 
exhibited to us by the Warden, and that he is the com
plainant. Of course, the warden will never exhibit char
ges which must be investigated by us and may be exam
ined by the executive department of the state, unless he 
has strong reasons to believe them true. If, on thorough 
inquiry, we concur in opinion with him, and yet the ac
cused is not removed merely because he cannot be shown 
to be incapable or unfaithful by such plenary proofs as 
would ensure his condemnation in a court of law, the 
warden will feel that he is not sustained, and that he has 
an enemy instead of a supporter in every such officer. 
The effect of this would be to loosen the reins of disci
pline, diminish the influence and power of the warden, 
and tempt him to overlook the offences and excuse the 
incapacity of officers, instead of notifying us of them 
promptly. It is a very serious objection, that if the ac-
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cused is not to he removed without trial, he must remain 
in performance of the duties of his office after we believe 
him unfit for it. His brother officers, and the convicts in 
his department may, and probably will know that his con
duct is under investigation ; and while that continues he 
will have very little influence or power with them, and the 
institution will be subject to all the consequences of his 
want of capacity and fidelity. If too, one officer has a 
right to a trial, all have ; and thus wTe may be compelled 
to retain a person in office for weeks or months, while his 
trial is in progress, even if we believe him guilty of lar
ceny, or any other indictable offence. Besides, the infor
mation against the accused may come from other officers, 
for they are required to make known to the government 
every thing they know or believe to be wrong. But their 
communications are made in confidence. They are ex
amined with care ; other proofs are sought for, and our 
final decision is made on a careful consideration of the 
whole evidence. But such information cannot be expect
ed if it must be spread before the accused. Officers will 
not freely make such disclosures if they are thereby to 
incur the enmity and persecution of the accused and his 
friends. Again, the first information may come from sev
eral convicts wholly separate from each other, employed 
in different departments, and between whom there can be 
no concert or communication. If this is stated to the ac
cused, the convicts will be persuaded or terrified into a 
withdrawal or a contradiction of their statements, or they 
will be abused for having told the truth. Such things 
have occured, and in this prison.

These are among the reasons which have led us, after 
much deliberation, and years of experience, to resolve in 
no case to inform an officer of the cause of his removal.
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He is told that the institution has no further need of his 
services,—and no more. This decision is never made on 
slight grounds; and with such proofs as we exact, and af
ter such examinations as we make, before ordering a re
moval, nothing could restore our confidence in an officer, 
whom we had unanimously decided to be unfit to remain 
here. He would ever afterwards be a suspected man, 
and no such person ought to hold office here for one hour.

VVe believe the Legislature had these views on this 
subject in making every officer in this institution, from 
the highest to the lowest, to hold his situation during the 
pleasure of the appointing power.

for fairness and discretion in the exercise of the pow
ers of appointment and removal, the executive and the 
Legislature must necessarily rely on the inspectors and 
warden. If any doubt of either be entertained, the ex
ecutive can apply the remedy. Each ol them holds his 
office during the pleasure of the Governor and Council. 
The executive may, at any moment, remove any one or 
all of them, and they have no right to demand the causes 
of their removal. So we rule in regard to the subordi
nate officers, and we ask no other measure of justice for 
ourselves.

It is not easy to imagine any person wronged by a pro
cedure to which he assents. All the officers, now attach
ed to the prison, understand the tenure by which they 
hold their offices, and that they may be dismissed at any 
time, not without cause, but without being informed of it. 
And they are content with this arrangement. No man, 
who is capable and desirous of doing his duty faithfully 
here, will ever complain of it.

The good effects of the removals, which have been 
made, are very apparent. We believe the present offi- 

3
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cers to be, without exception, faithful and efficient, and 
in harmony with each other; that there are no ill feelings 
between the principal and any subordinate officers, and 
that they strive diligently and faithfully to enforce the 
laws and discipline of the institution, and are satisfied of 
the justice and expediency of them. The removals have 
caused increased vigilance, activity, and energy in every 
department.

They have also had a good effect on the convicts. 
They know well the character of their officers, and they 
have seen in the recent removals sufficient evidence that, 
in this place, every man (officer or convict) must do his 
duty, or that punishment will follow.

It is unusual to have so many removals occur in one 
year, and we have, therefore, thought it our duty to state 
the rules, by which we are governed in such cases, and 
the reasons of them. We hope they will be approved.

In conclusion, we congratulate those interested in this 
penitentiary that, while its pecuniary gains since our last 
report have been diminished in common with those of 
most large establishments in the country and from similar 
causes, its resources are ample, and render it unnecessary 
to ask any aid from the public treasury, that its discipline 
has been maintained, that the conduct of the convicts has 
generally been satisfactory, that there are good hopes of 
reformation among many of them, and that we can say 
we believe that all the officers, now connected with the 
institution, have most faithfully done their duty.

JOHN R. ADAN,
S. LELAND, 
CHARLES WELLS.

C harlestown, Sept. 30, 1837.
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To His Excellency E d w a r d  E v e r e t t , Governor, and 
the Honorable Council o f the Commonwealth o f Mas
sachusetts :

The Warden of the State Prison has the honor to sub
mit the following statement of the concerns of that In
stitution.

The whole number of Convicts remaining in 
Prison, October 1, 1836, . . . .  278

Whole number of Convicts received into Prison 
during the year ending 30th September, 1837, 99

377
Discharged from Prison during the year ending 

30th September, 1837 :
By expiration of sentence, . 66
By remission of sentence, . 14
By ore er of court, 1
Died, . 5 86

Remaining in Prison, September 30th, 1837, 291

Ages o f those in Prison:
Under 15 years, l | 45 to 50, 17

15 to 20, 17 I 50 to 55, 12
20 to 25, 66 1 55 to 60, . 5
25 to 30, 57 60 to 65, 5
30 to 35, 58 65 to 70, 2
35 to 40, 30 Over 75, 3
40 to 45, 18
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Term o f Sentences.
1 year, 27, 7 years, 22

1 i l and 6 months, 1 8 n 4

2 years, 4 4 ’ »
a 3

2 l l and 6 months, 2 10 12

2 i t and 9 “ . 1 11 u 2

3 i t • ■ 52 11 “ and 6 months, 1

3 l l and 1 month, 1 12 h 4

4 u 35 14 u 1

4 i t and 6 months, 1 15 i t 4

5 l l • 32 17 a 1

5 u and 6 months, 1 20 a 3

6 l l 15 ! And during natural life, 21

6 l i and 6 months, 1 1

Crimes.
Murder, punishment commuted, 2

Manslaughter, . . 7

Assault, with iutent to murder, 8

Robbery, . . .  2

Attempt to poison, . . 1

Arson, . . .  3

Burglary, . . . 17

Attempt to commit a rape, 8

Adultery, . . .  6

Polygamy, . . .  1

Bigamy, . . .  3

Passing, or having in pos
session with intent to pass 
counterfeit money, . 10

Obtaining goods by false
pretences, . . 4

Felonious assault, . . 1

Malicious Burning, . . 3

Breaking a house in the
night time, . . 1

Breaking a house in the day 
time, . . . 1

Embezzlement and larceny, 1

Attempt to steal, . 1

Shop breaking, . • ®

Assault and battery, with 
intent to commit a larce
ny, 1

Lewd and lascivious co
habitation,

Forgery,

Receiving stolen goods,

19 Common and notorious thief, 12

2 Larceny, 174
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States and Countries o f which they are Natives.
Maine, 16 Ohio, • 1

New Hampshire, 26 Florida, 1

Massachusetts, 120 District of Columbia, 1

Vermont, 10 British Provinces in North
America, . 8

Rhode Island, 9
Carthagena,. 1

Connecticut, 13
W est Indies, 2

New York, . 8
England, 14

New Jersey, 1
Scotland, 2

Pennsylvania, 6
Ireland, 38

Maryland, . 3
France, 2

Virginia, 3
Germany, 3

Louisiana, . 2

Missouri, 1

Employment.
Stone cutters, 92 Coopers, 5

Carpenters, . 4 Tinmen, . . . . 5

Team hands, 9 Cooking, Washing and Baking, 14

Tool grinders, 5 W aiters and Messengers, 5

Blacksmiths, 20 Barbers, 2

Whitesmiths, 4 Sweepers in Solitary Prison, 3

Shoemakers, 12 Wood Sawyers and Lumpers, 5

Tailors, 7 Invalids, on light labor, 5

Cabinet makers, 40 Superannuated, 1

Upholsterers, 6 In Solitary Confinement, 3

Brush makers, 26 Attendant in Hospital, 1

Hatters, 8 Patients in Hospital, 9
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Crimes o f those received the last year.
Larceny, 66 Malicious Burning, . 1

Common and Notorious Thief, 6 Burglary, 1

Passing, or having in possession Forgery, 7
to pass, counterfeit money, 5

Adultery, 4
Obtaining Goods by False Pre-

tences, 3 Bigamy, 1

Shop Breaking, 1 Attempt to Rape, 2

Arson, . . . . 1 Lewd and Lascivious Cohabitation, 1

Ages.
Under 15 years, l 35 to 40 years, . . 11

15 to 20 « . . 13 40 to 45 “ 3

20 to 25 “ 28 45 to 50 “ 7

25 to 30 “ . . 17 50 to 55 “ . . 2

30 to 35 « . 14 60 to 65 “ 3

States and Countries o f which they are Natives.
Maine, 9 Maryland, . . . 1

New Hampshire, 7 Virginia, 1

Massachusetts, 40 British Provinces in North 
America, . 2

Vermont, 3
England, D

Connecticut, 6
' Ireland, 13

Rhode Island, 3
France, 2

New York, . 3
| Germany, 1

New Jersey, . 1

Pennsylvania, 2
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Sentences.
1 year, 26 6 years, . • 4

1 “ and 6 months, 1 7 “ • 5

2 years, 28 8 “ • 2

3 “ 14 12 “ • 2

4 “ 8 20 “ 1

5 “ 7 During Life, . . 1

Of those in Prison, 17 are Negroes and 7 are Mulattoes. Of this num
ber, 6 Negroes were received the last year.

During the past year, 13 of the 99 Convicts received, have been confined 
here on former convictions and sentences. The following schedule gives 
their names, the number o f times they have been confined here, the state or 
country in which they were born, and where convicted the last time.

N A M E S . N o .  o f  T i m e s . W h e r e  B o rn . W h e r e  l a s t  C o n v ic t e d .

Leonard Reed,—■alias 
Charles Morse, Second, Massachusetts, Boston.

Obadiah Gordon, Second, Rhode Island, do.

John Morrison, , Second, Ireland, . do.

Neal Roper, Second, do. do.

Samuel Stetson, Second, Massachusetts, do.

John Clements, . Second, do. Ipswich.

Ira Burns, . Second, New Hampshire, Newburyport

Jonathan S. Adams, . Second, Massachusetts, Concord.

Daniel Newton, . Second, do. Lowell.

Thomas Duncan, Fifth, Ireland, . do.

George H. Goodwin, . Second, Massachusetts, Plymouth.

Abel Crocker, . Second, do. do.

Joseph Bryant, . Fourth, do. Dedham.
Of those received the last year, 31 were convicted at Boston, 10 at Con

cord, 13 at Cambridge, 5 at Lowell, 2 at Salem, 2 at Newburyport, 5 at Ip
swich, 2 at Worcester, 1 at Northampton, 4 at Springfield, 8 at Lenox, 2 at 
Plymouth, 6 at New Bedford, 3 at Taunton, 2 at Dedham, 1 at Barnstable, 
and 2 at Nantucket.
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Crimes o f those in Prison, sentenced to confinement 
during their Natural L ives:

Murder, punishment commuted, . . . . .  2
Arson, do. do. . . . . .  2
Robbery, . . . . . . . . .  2
Passing, or having in possession with intent to pass, ten or more Coun

terfeit Bank Bills, . . . . . . .  1
Burglary, . . . . . . . .  7
For having been convicted and sentenced three several times to this

Prison, . . . . . . . .  7

Total, . . . . 2 1
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In the annual reports for the five years immediately 
preceding the one which has just closed, it has been our 
high privilege to represent the financial concerns of the 
prison as being in a state of very gratifying prosperity ; 
and although we cannot show results equally favorable in 
this report, yet there is cause for thankfulness that its 
affairs are in no worse condition.

It was remarked in the last annual report, in allusion 
to the extraordinary prosperity of the year, that “ it would 
be deemed presumptuous to anticipate like results in fu
ture years.’’ At that time, however, the country was, 
generally, in a most prosperous condition. No one could 
have anticipated, with any degree of certainty, the blight 
which has since come over its affairs, checking, in a sud
den and unusual manner, almost every branch of domes
tic industry, and depriving thousands ol our fellow-citizens 
of the means of employment.

This institution, in common with most others, has ex
perienced some of the effects of the general stagnation in 
the commercial pursuits of our country.

Iiom the nature of the principal employment, to 
which we are usually indebted for the greatest amount of 
revenue from the labor of the convicts, it is peculiarly 
liable to the fluctuations incident to commercial prosperi
ty. The demand for wrought granite, as a building ma- 
teiial, is, at times, so active, that it is not possible to 
supply, in due season, all the orders urged upon us. 
Ibices, too, on such occasions, are generally high, and 
fully equivalent to the labor required to be performed. 
But, in times of commercial depression like the present, 
die working of granite, as a means of profit or emolu- 

4
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ment, is, of all the principal sources of human industry, 
almost the last that a prudent man would select as a 
permanent business.

This kind of employment, however, has long been car
ried on in this institution, but with varied success. 
Whether it can be considered the best kind of labor for 
the perfection of discipline, and the prevention of inter
course among the inmates, may well be doubted. But 
for purposes of hard labor, none, perhaps, could be select
ed of a more suitable character. Other employments 
might, doubtless, be introduced, which would yield a 
more sure, though small profit on labor ; but a change, if 
ever effected, must necessarily, in its first stages, he at
tended with a heavy loss to the revenue of the institution.

In all establishments for carrying on the various kinds 
of mechanical labor in society, the proprietors are at lib
erty to increase or diminish the number of operatives, ac
cording as interest or the state of business may dictate.

Here, it is not so ; and, in fact, we are very liable to 
be burdened with the greatest number of hands, for whom, 
in order, literally, to comply with the condition of their 
sentences, employment must in some way be obtained, 
when there are but scanty means for effecting that object. 
This was, in part, the case during several weeks of the 
past year. At a season when we have usually been most 
active in our business operations, but few orders were re
ceived for furnishing stone ; and these were of trifling 
importance. In order to find employment for the con
victs in this department of labor, we resorted to the expe
dient of partially preparing stone, in anticipation of future 
orders; a proceeding seldom if ever profitable, and one 
that should not be resorted to except in cases of actual 
necessity for the purpose of preventing idleness. For
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about three months past, employment has been obtained 
for all the convicts working on stone, and those connect
ed, in various ways, with that business; in all about 120. 
The contracts are still in the course of fulfilment, and 
will, it is presumed, afford employment during the fall 
and the first winter months. The prices of wrought 
stone has been reduced from twenty-five to forty per 
cent., compared with those obtained during the two 
years immediately preceding the last ; at the same time, 
the price of the [test quality of unhammered granite 
is held at the high rate which has been demanded for 
it during the same period. The Commonwealth not 
having a quarry of its own, we are compelled to submit 
to those terms, when stone of inferior quality will not an
swer the purpose required. Beyond the period in which 
we anticipate the fulfilment of present contracts, the pros
pect is far from being encouraging. If, however, there 
should be a general increase of prosperity in the commu
nity at large, we may hope that, under the blessing of 
Providence, this institution will share in its benefits.

A resolve having been passed during the winter ses
sion of the Legislature, authorizing the erection of an 
additional workshop, the state of our business was such 
as to enable us to detach, from the various departments 
of labor, a sufficient number of men to commence work 
early in the present season, to carry out the object con
templated in the resolve. A good and convenient brick 
workshop has been erected, and is now occupied by the 
convicts who labor in the brush, hat and coopering busi
ness, and is a building, which, for comfort, health and 
general adaptation to the wants of the establishment, is a 
specimen of what is still needed on the sites of the old 
and inconvenient shops, constructed long anterior to the
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period when improvements began to be introduced, to 
carry out the discipline almost universally adopted and 
practised in all well regulated state prisons of the country.

Phe past season was selected, as a fit time to engage 
in more extensive repairs than usual, and which became 
necessary for safety, in consequence of the very decayed 
state of the wood work forming the palisade and the 
plank walk on the external wall of the main yard; and 
also the picket fence, gates, and gate-posts of the front 
entrance yard. Substantial repairs and improvements have 
been made in this as well as in some other parts of the 
establishment at considerable extra charge on the general 
expenses of the prison, in the erection of the brick 
work-shop and also in the repairs, no charge has been 
created other than for the necessary building materials. 
All the labor performed was accomplished by the con
victs, and is not included in the statement of expenditure.

It was intimated, in the last annual report, that the ex
penses of the prison would, in all probability, be much 
increased, in consequence of the great advance in the cost 
of almost every article of subsistence composing the rations 
established by law. It now appears, that, from the in
creased cost of rations, and also from other expenses grow
ing out of legislative enactment, the expenditures of the 
last year have exceeded either of the two years immedi
ately preceding it in the sum of $7412 21 ; and further
more, it does not appear, from the proposals received for 
furnishing rations the present year, that there will be any 
great diminution in that item of expense, compared with 
that of the season embraced in this report. Considerable 
anxiety was felt at one period lest the almost universal 
embarrassment experienced in all parts of the country, 
should greatly jeopardize and possibly result in causing a
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loss of some portion of the large amount due this institu
tion, on account of the extensive contracts which have 
been fulfilled with persons residing in a distant city oi the 
Union; which had suffered extensively under the general 
pressure of the times; and also very seriously in another 
respect. Late accounts, however, afford the strongest 
encouragement, that all the demands will be ultimately 
collected, without the loss of a dollar, and will be remit
ted at an early period after an improvement in the rates 
of exchange shall be effected.

Although the present is not so flattering, nor the future 
so encouraging in the financial concerns of the prison as 
could be wished, yet it is hoped, and that too with much 
confidence, that its moral and disciplinary character will 
continue, at least, to retain the high rank which has been 
awarded to it by those whose opinions on the subject, are 
entitled to high and well deserved respect. It is exceed
ingly gratifying to be enabled to state, that at no period 
since the commencement of the work of reform in the af
fairs of this institution in the year 1828, has the prospect 
of its moral condition been more favorable than the pres
ent; and at no period, it is confidently believed, has it 
been favored with a more moral, intelligent, and devoted 
class of subordinate officers. Many of these have been 
long and faithfully employed in the service of the Com
monwealth; others, however, are of more recent appoint
ment, and are filling the places of several who have been 
dismissed during the past year.

Occurrences of this kind have, undoubtedly, taken 
place under every successive administration of the prison; 
and, it is presumed, for the best of reasons. Under the 
present government of the prison, the authority delegated 
by law for that purpose has never been exercised for par-
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ty purposes either in politics or religion ; nor has it been 
used to gratify any feelings of a vindictive character, hut, 
solely and entirely, to secure that peace, harmony, and 
order, and that strict adherence to the letter and spirit of 
the laws and the rules and regulations of the prison, with
out which, all efforts for its moral improvement and finan
cial prosperity, would prove unavailing.

Notwithstanding the favorable moral condition of the 
institution, it cannot reasonably be expected, that every 
convict within its walls will become a morally reformed 
man. Too many of them have been brought up in igno
rance and in habits of vice and intemperance, to hope for 
such favorable results. Many of them have been inmates 
of other prisons, and look for no better prospect in this 
world than to live upon the honest earnings of their fel
low-men, or spend their days as tenants of a State prison. 
Others, doubtless, will learn, by the restraints to which 
they are subjected, by unremitting labor day after day, 
without relaxation or amusement, profit or emolument; 
and also from the lessons of moral and religious instruction, 
daily communicated from the sacred desk, that “ the way 
of the transgressor is” indeed “ hard;” and will, there
fore, firmly resolve never again to give themselves up to 
former bad habits, but become virtuous, sober, and indus
trious men.

In institutions of this kind, it cannot be expected, that 
all its inmates will be equally disposed to submit willing
ly, and at all times, to its requirements and restraints. 
There are some, over whom the hand of disciplinary cor
rection must necessarily be raised to enforce the rules 
and to secure obedience. In the exercise of the necessa
ry coercive power, the undersigned has, at all times, en
deavored to keep in view his own accountability, and so
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to administer reproof and correction, that their legitimate 
objects may be obtained, and the subjects of them, when
ever their time of discharge shall arrive, may be sent out 
to the world, not with the desire of seeking revenge upon 
society for the wrongs they may have suffered while in 
confinement, but, on the contrary, at peace with them
selves and all their fellow-men.

It is with renewed pleasure, that, in closing this report, 
the undersigned is permitted to remark, that, in all the 
varied transactions of the year past, there has been con
stant harmony of feeling and of action among those sus
taining the higher offices of the institution ; and that the 
measures adopted, though some of them of a painful char
acter, have resulted in securing general harmony and a 
prompt attention to duty on the part of all in subordinate 
authority, and are believed to have operated to promote 
the best interests of the whole establishment.

1 he following schedule shows, that, including the cost 
of materials for erecting the new shop, and for general 
repairs, the expenditures have exceeded the income, dur
ing the past year, in the sum of $2773 64. But ex
cluding those two items of expenditure, there has been a 
small gain, after paying all expenses, amounting to 
$806 81.

The annual accounts, together with the proper vouch
ers, will be lodged in the office of the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, as soon as they have been prepared and 
passed the examination of the honorable Board of Inspec
tors, in conformity to law.



Dr. Disbursements and Income fo r  one year, ending September 30, 1837. Cr. GOto

To Cash paid for Provisions, $11,075 96 By Stone Department, $19,864 97
i t “ Clothing, . 4,515 14 “ Labor “ 14,771 84
i t “ Hospital expenses, 612 31 “ Fees o f admittance, 1,144 00
u “ Fuel and other expenses,. 2,027 41 “ Profit and Loss, . . . . 1,718 69
i t paid to Prisoners discharged, 336 80 $37,499 50
i t paid for Officers’ salaries, . 16,528 29 “ Balance of deficit, 2,773 64
It “ Transportation of Prisoners, 702 28
u “ Sales o f sundry merchandize, 89 97
i t “ Fixtures and tools, 204 53
u

i t

" Repairs o f real estate,

“ Materials to erect new shop,

1,566 72 

2,013 73
By Balance, being deficit of expenditure 

over income, . . . .

$40,273 14

$40,273 14 $2,773 64

All of which is submitted b j jour obedient servant,

CHARLES LINCOLN, J r ., Warden.

Massachusetts State Prison, Charlestown, October 21, 1837.
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To His Excellency the Governor o f the Commonwealth, 
and the Honorable Council:

The Chaplain of the Massachusetts State Prison, at 
the close of another financial year of the Institution, most 
respectfully asks leave to present the following Report:

First of all, he would recognize the goodness of God, 
the bountiful bestower of every blessing, in watching over 
the lives and health of all, who, by the laws of the Com
monwealth, are charged with the general, or a more par
ticular supervision of the concerns and management of 
the institution ;—as also in the general health which has 
prevailed among its inmates.

With humble gratitude, he would also state, that he 
sees no reason to doubt, but the moral results have been 
equally salutary and cheering as in former years. The 
sabbath school has been continued, without interruption, 
during the customary period of time ; and, during the 
summer months, while the school was suspended, two 
public religious services have been holden, and attended 
by all the prisoners, instead of one, as is customary during 
the season when the school is in operation.

The teachers in the sabbath school, and those citizens 
who have occasionally attended our religious services, 
can, it is believed, bear witness to the order, the atten
tion and interest, by which the exercises of the school 
and of public worship have been characterised. How 
many may have been permanently benefited by these means 
of moral and religious instruction, must be left to the de- 
velopement of the future. Still, it is not too much to 

5
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hope, that very many have received impressions of a sal
utary character, which time will never efface.

The chaplain feels that he should be criminally negli
gent in duty, should he fail, in this connection, to speak 
particularly of the kindness, the sacrifices, and the truly 
benevolent services of the many individuals, who, front 
week to week, have been engaged in the instruction of 
our sabbath school. The institution and the Common
wealth owe them a debt of gratitude ; and, although no 
motives of mere worldly emolument have prompted them 
to the performance of these invaluable labors, it is hoped, 
they may never have occasion to feel, that these labors 
are not held in proper estimation. In any event, they 
will have the best of all rewards, the satisfaction of doing 
good ; and may the}7 all, at last, hear from the lips of the 
compassionate redeemer, “ I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.”

It will not, it is thought, be inappropriate to the sub
jects, w'hich may with propriety be embraced in the 
reports of the chaplain, for him to remark, that, when 
those commercial embarrassments, and that general disor
ganization in all the customary branches of business, by 
which our country has, for months past, been visited, 
commenced and spread over the length and breadth of 
the land— it was most seriously apprehended, that offen
ces against the laws, and the rights of property would be 
greatly multiplied,—and that, in consequence, our peni
tentiary would fail to accommodate the numbers who 
might be sentenced, by our courts, to suffer its confine
ment and discipline. What may have been the results, 
thus far, of these embarrassments of the times, when such 
multitudes are thrown out of regular employment, in oth
er parts of the country, the writer has not the means of
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knowing with any good degree of certainty; but he has 
been most happily disappointed as to the result in this 
Commonwealth.

During the year, ending with September, 1836, ninety- 
seven convicts were received into the institution. During 
the year just closed, the number received has been ninety- 
nine, only two more than during the previous year. This 
fact is, surely, matter of congratulation, when all the cir
cumstances connected with it are duly considered ; and is 
highly honorable to our large commercial towns, and to 
the whole Commonwealth. Connected with this is an
other fact worthy of particular notice and of grateful 
recognition. Only forty of the ninety-nine convicts, who 
were received the past year, are native citizens of this 
Commonwealth ; the remaining fifty-nine being either 
foreigners, or natives of other states of the Union.

Since his connection with the State Prison, the writer 
has, in his reports, often taken occasion to speak of the 
situation and construction of the hospital department of 
the institution, as having an important bearing on its dis
cipline and the moral improvement of its inmates ; and he 
hopes he shall be pardoned in saying, that it is his earnest 
wish, that the necessary alterations may not be among 
the last of the improvements which the government may 
be disposed to make in an establishment, in which, in 
past years, it has manifested so lively an interest.

In the foregoing remarks, no reference is had to the 
manner in which the hospital department has been con
ducted ; for it is most conscientiously believed, that 
all that care and skill and unwearied attention and kind
ness on the part of the physician could do, has been 
accomplished ; and that every thing which could be look
ed for from the warden, in relation to this department,



36 STATE PRISON. Jan

has been faithfully done. Indeed, the hospital, with all 
its disadvantages of construction, has never been under a 
supervision, by day and by night, so constant, strict and 
salutary, as during the past year. Still, it is, at best, and 
W’ith all that can possibly be done, as now situated and 
constructed, but poorly adapted to the system of disci
pline and moral wants of the institution.

Notwithstanding all that the patriot and the Christian 
sees abroad in society, to pain the heart, and to throw a 
shade of discouragement over his hopes, still, there is 
much to awaken gratitude, and to encourage an untiring 
perseverance in efforts to discourage vice and to promote 
virtue. Let him contemplate the varied and well-direct
ed plans devised and put in operation, in all parts of this 
Commonwealth, by Christians of every name, to arrest 
the progress of immorality and crime, and to set in opera
tion a host of redeeming influences, which shall be felt in 
every portion of our great and growing community. No 
careful observer of men and things, and the operation of 
moral causes, can for a moment doubt, that these plans 
and operations, in all their ramifications, have, already, 
accomplished much for the cause of humanity and virtue, 
and, in an eminent degree, have stayed the increase and 
progress of moral degradation and crime. To all such 
plans and movements, the government of the Common- 
wealth, all who respect her laws and institutions, and ev
ery friend of virtue and of man, should bid a hearty God
speed, aud extend the hand of encouragement. There 
should be no neutral ground, when interests of such vital 
moment are at stake.

Were it not for unduly protracting his remarks, the 
writer would love to linger on the delightful, the purify
ing, the controlling influence exerted on the minds, the
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hearts, and the habits of the thousands and tens of thou
sands of the children and youth tvho compose the rising 
generation of this Commonwealth, through the instrumen
tality of sabbath school associations and sabbath school 
instruction.

He would speak in terms of no ordinary commendation, 
of those societies which have been formed, and which are 
in successful operation in almost every town and district 
of the state, for the suppression of intemperance, with the 
manifold and heart-rending evils which are invariably its 
concomitants. Who can measure the amount of good al
ready accomplished by the efforts of these societies F and 
who, in a cause like this, would fail to contribute of his
influence and his aid, for the achievement of that victorv,

•/ '

with which it is fondly hoped and believed, it will ulti
mately be crowned ?

Nor would he fail to dwell upon the efforts which are 
making in some of our large towns, and especially in the 
metropolis of the state, by various denominations of Chris
tians, for the moral and religious instruction of the poor, 
by the employment of lay and other missionaries. By such 
efforts and services, multitudes, who would otherwise be 
reached by no kindly and redeeming influence, are brought 
within the circle of active Christian benevolence, and to 
the enjoyment of the means of moral and religious cul
ture. Who can doubt, that, through means and efforts 
like these, many a habitation is now the home of temper
ance, of industry, of purity, of peace, which would, other
wise, have exhibited all that is revolting in indolence and 
vice ?

In this connection, also, should be remembered, the ad
mirable institution, belonging to the city of Boston, for 
the reformation of Juvenile Delinquents, situated at South
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Boston ; as also the Boston Asylum and Farm School on 
Thompson’s Island, in Boston harbor. This school is 
sustained mostly, by an association of benevolent and 
public-spirited individuals in the city and its vicinity. It 
is an establishment, into which are gathered and educated 
to virtue and to usefulness, more than one hundred boys, 
most of whom, had it not been for the benevolence and 
patriotism which searched them out and brought them to 
such an asylum, would, most likely, have grown up in 
ignorance, the victims of vice and crime, and fit subjects 
for the house of correction or the state prison.

The patriot and Christian may also have their hearts 
cheered by contemplating our admirable and widely ex
tended system of common school education, a system, 
reaching every neighborhood and hamlet of our highly 
favored Commonwealth, and improving, daily, in the 
strength and character of its influence ; our high schools 
and academies, scattered thickly among our hills and along 
our vallies; our colleges and universities, where hundreds 
of our young men are training to give direction to the 
character, and to sway the destiny of our state and coun- 
try.

And, finally, though by no means least in importance, 
should be mentioned the varied institutions of our holy re
ligion. What do we not owe to the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
as individuals, as a state, and as a nation ! Without the 
bible, the sabbath, the ministry of reconciliation, and the 
means of grace, and instruction connected with them, 
what would become of our social and civil institutions?— 
of all that is “ honest, and lovely, and of good report?” 
How speedily would they be blotted from existence, and 
a state of things, which cannot be contemplated without 
horror, introduced in their stead.
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Although, as it has been remarked, the philanthropist 
and Christian finds much, as he looks over the face of so
ciety, to awaken regret, and even temporary discourage
ment; still, when he regards the various yet combined 
influences and causes, to which reference has just been 
made, all of which are steadily and powerfully operating 
in every part of the state, to counteract the progress of 
immorality and crime, he may well thank God and take 
courage. He may, without presumption, hope, that, al
though our population may continue to increase, offences 
against the laws will not multiply with this increase; but, 
on the other hand, that there shall he going on a constant 
improvement in useful knowledge, in morals, in respect 
for, and obedience to, the laws, and in all that is requisite 
to constitute us a truly prosperous and happy people.

In connection with the foregoing statements and re- 
maiks, the subsciiber asks leave to introduce a few facts, 
elicited from the inmates of the institution, in his inter
course and conversations with them during the summer 
and autumn. Some of these facts he is aware, are, com
paratively, trivial and unimportant; yet it is hoped, that, 
in the aggregate, they will not be deemed unworthy of 
attention and consideration by those for whom they are 
more especially designed.

The number of individuals who have been thus ques
tioned, some of whom have since been discharged from 
prison, is three hundred and thirteen. These facts and 
particulars are given as they were stated to the writer, 
who presumes them to be, in general, substantially cor
rect. It is not to be supposed, that, in all respects, they 
are free from any suspicion of error.

Of the before mentioned three hundred and thirteen 
persons, there were who



40 STATE PRISON. Jan

Could read well when they came to prison, 243
Could read but poorly, 25
Could read only in easy lessons for children, 11
Could not read at all, 34
Could not write, 84
Did not understand arithmetic sufficiently to keep 

accounts, 96
Used no intoxicating drinks, 19
Occasional, and in many cases, habitual drinkers, 

but did not drink to intoxication, 104
Habitually intemperate, 190
Use of intoxicating drink led to the perpetration of 

crime and consequent imprisonment, 156
State, that when children, they were fed with sweet

ened liquor by one or both their parents, 64
Had one or both parents intemperate, 66
Left home before the age of 21, 201
Left home with consent of parents, 131
Left home without consent of parents, 70
Had been addicted to petty pilfering when young, 46 
In youth, commenced learning some regular business 

or trade, 137
Did not continue in said business or trade the time 

agreed on, 64
Have both parents living, 97
Have father, only, living, 34
Have mother, only, living, 99
Deprived of father, by death, before they were 21 

years old, 119
Deprived of mother, by death, before they were 21 

years old, 68
Have been married, 132
Have wives now living, 102
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Have children living, 101
Whole number of children living, 274
Have but one child, 36
Have only two children, 21
Greatest number of children belonging to any pris

oner, 9
Number of prisoners who have brothers or sisters 

living, or both, 286
Number of brothers and sisters living, 1414
Have lived a greater or less time, before coming to 

prison, in habitual disregard and violation of the 
sabbath, 221

Addicted to gambling, 65
Have associated with lewd women, 123
Foreigners who could not read when they came to 

prison, 13
Colored persons who could not read when they were 

first imprisoned, 17
Owned some real estate when imprisoned, 20
Thought themselves worth $100 when they came 

to prison, 82
State, that they think their imprisonment has pro

duced a favorable effect on their minds, 191
Average number who have attended the sabbath 

school in prison, about 130
Of this number, there are, who think themselves 

benefited, and their minds improved, 120

There is but one convict in prison, and he a foreigner, 
who states, that he has ever completed a course of edu
cation at any college or university.

As it respects occupation or employment, very few, 
comparatively, of the inmates of the institution, have 

6
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been thoroughly bred to business of any kind. Much the 
greater proportion have confined themselves to no one 
profession or occupation, but have engaged, for the time 
being, in the business which appeared the most inviting. In 
the same man, may often be found the farmer, the sailor, 
the shoemaker, the mason, &c. &c. They have been a 
kind of floating population,—confined to no one place and 
to no uniform occupation.

Some, it is true, have been regularly educated to busi
ness; but the number is not great. Very many have, in 
early life, engaged in some regular business or calling, 
with the avowed intention of perfecting themselves in it; 
but have pursued it only long enough to become mere 
botches. With this, they claim often to belong to the 
regular fraternity of the profession or calling, when, in 
fact, they hardly understand its first principles. Hence 
it will be seen, that men, regularly and thoroughly trained 
to any lawful occupation or calling, but rarely become 
tenants of our prisons and penitentiaries. But these re
marks need not be protracted.

The subscriber will only add, that he feels himself 
greatly indebted to the officers of the institution, of every 
grade, for their uniform kindness and attention to his 
wishes, in the discharge of his official duties.

JARED CURTIS,

Chaplain Mass. State Prison.

S tate P rison, Oct. 21, 1837.
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To His Excellency E dward E verett, Governor o f the
Commonwealth o f Massachusetts, and the Honorable
Council:

Gentlemen :— The whole number of patients admitted 
into the hospital of the prison, during the year ending 
30th September, 1837, is 228. The aggregate number 
of days’ residence in the hospital has been 4415. The 
number of invalids for the day has been 309.

During the year five have died, viz. :—on the 11th of 
October, 1836, Amos leal, aged 45 years, of pulmonary 
consumption;—on the 10th of January, 1837, Philemon 
Theal, aged 29 years, of abscess;—on the 1st of Feb
ruary, 1837, James Chipman, aged 45 years, of pulmo
nary consumption ; on the 25th of June, Theodore Fen- 
nimore, aged 18 years, of hydrothorax ;—on the 17th of 
July, Jonas Pierce, alias George Walton, aged 27, of 
pulmonary consumption.

During the months of February, March, April, May 
and June, many of the convicts were attacked by fever, 
attended with sub-acute inflammation of the respiratory 
organs, causing great loss of labor to the institution.

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,

Most respectfully yours, &c.

WILLIAM J. WALKER,

Physician Muss. State Prison.




