
SENATE. No. 58.

REPORT

ON THE

PETITION OF JAMES JACKSON,

AND OTHERS.





The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the
petition of James Jackson and others, praying that part
of each of the towns of Hopkinton, Framingham and
Holliston, in the county of Middlesex, may he incorpo-
rated into a new town by the name of Unionville, have
had the same under consideration, and ask leave to re-
port, that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their
petition, and they also submit a statement of the evi-
dence produced at the hearing.

NATHAN BROOKS, Chairman.

order of the Committee,

erommontoealtij of iHaseacljusms.

In Senate, March 28, 1838.





On the hearing of this case, the petitioners appeared by
their agents, and proved by evidence satisfactory to the
committee, the following facts in support of the prayer of
their petition.

The whole number of petitioners, after deducting twen-

ty-two who have died or removed from the territory, and
ten, who have withdrawn their names from the petition
since it was presented to the Legislature at its last ses-
sion, is one hundred and forty-one. Of which number
one hundred and twenty-seven are inhabitants of the ter-
ritory proposed for incorporation, and fourteen are inter-
ested as owners of real or personal estate in the village of
Unionville.

The territory described in the petition contains six
thousand nine hundred and forty acres; twenty-seven
hundred acres of which lie in the town of Framingham,
twenty-five hundred and twenty acres in the town ofHop-
kinton, and seventeen hundred and twenty acres in the
town of Holliston.

The number of inhabitants living upon the territory is
seven hundred and ninety-six. Two hundred and sixty-
two in Framingham ; four hundred and sixteen in Hop-
kinton, and one hundred and eighteen in Holliston.

If a new town should be incorporated, as prayed for,
there wmuld still remain in the several towns, from W'hich

(EomwontoealtJ) of J&assartjusetts.
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the territory is proposed to be taken, the following num-
ber of inhabitants : in Framingham, twenty-six hundred
and nineteen ; in Hopkinton, seventeen hundred and fifty,
and in Holliston, sixteen hundred and fifty-seven.

The village of Unionville is situated near the centre of
the territory, in the northeasterly corner of Hopkinton.
It has a large and commodious meeting-house, with a re-
ligious society, well united, who ordinarily fill the church.
A convenient tavern and school-house. A cotton factory
doing a business of sixty thousand dollars a year; run-
ning two thousand spindles and fifty looms. A grist and
saw mill. Three stores ; from which have been sold,
during the last year, goods to the amount of thirty thou-
sand dollars. A dealer in lumber, whose business for the
last nine months has exceeded six thousand dollars. Boots
and shoes have been manufactured here the last year to the
amount of about thirty thousand dollars. Upon the territo-
ry, during the last year, there have been built or finished
seven dwelling-houses, five of them worth two thousand
dollars each, and several smaller buildings. On this territory
also,- are six water privileges, viz. : the forge, about two

and a half miles from the village, with twenty feet fall;
Shepherd’s and Bigelow’s paper mills, about one mile
west of the village, the one with nine, the other with ten

feet fall, and doing a business of forty thousand dollars
the last year ; Jackson’s cotton factory, wdth thirteen feet
fall ; Greenwood’s saw and grist mill, about one mile and
a half from the village, with seven feet fall, and one at
Cutler’s saw-mill, about two miles from the village.

The people of Unionville have sustained, in most
branches, their usual business during the last year, while
the business of almost every other place has been nearly
prostrated by the pressure of the times.
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The territory is a rich and valuable tract of land. The
tracts proposed to bo taken from Hopkinton and Holliston
being the best and most fertile lands in those towns, and
the part from Framingham as good as the other lands in
that town.

The Boston and Worcester Rail-road passes through
the centre of the village of Unionville. The agent at the
depot established in this village, certifies, that the amount

of freight received at this depot from Boston, during the
year ending Jan. Ist, 1837, was one million seven hun-
dred and forty-six thousand three hundred and fifty-nine
pounds; and the amount received during the year end-
ing January Ist, 1838, was one million six hundred
and ninety-five thousand five hundred and fifty-eight
pounds; being fifty thousand eight hundred and one
pounds less than the amount received during the year
ending Jan. 1, 1837. That the amount of freight for-
warded from this depot to Boston, during the year 1836,
was six hundred and ninety-two thousand and twenty-
seven pounds; and the amount forwarded during the year
1837, was five hundred and ninety-eight thousand six
hundred and forty-eight pounds, being ninety-three thou-
sand three hundred and seventy-nine pounds less than the
amount fonvarded during the year 1836.

Two of the conductors of cars certify their opinion, that
the number of passengers received at this depot, is great-
er than at any other depot on the route, except at Graf-
ton.

The territory is nearly surrounded by hills, and its inhab-
itants are so separated by these natural barriers, from the
centre of the towns to which they belong, as to make ar-
duous and difficult all intercourse between them, and clear-
ly to indicate the propriety of including within the new
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town, whenever incorporated, all the territory within the
circle of these hills.

The petitioners allege, that the character of the coun-
try, and the condition of the roads around them are such,
that, by the aid of the rail-road, they can go to Boston al-
most as cheap and quick, and much more easily, than to
the centre of their respective towns.

That if they were all located in the same town, most
of the difficulties and embarrassments which they now
experience would be removed, and they should not be
anxious about the result of their petition ; but having in-
terests peculiar to themselves, frequently in conflict with
those of the several towns to which they belong; their
influence, which, if united, would avail much in advan-
cing measures designed for the benefit of Unionville, is
paralyzed and lost in the several towms in which it is dis-
tributed ; and having persuaded themselves that their
true interest requires that they should hereafter exist as a
municipal corporation, and proceeded thus far in endeav-
oring to effect that object, a refusal, at this time, to grant
the prayer of their petition, would leave them in a con-
dition more embarrassing than it has hitherto been.

That the several towns, a part of whose territory it is
proposed to take, are large, wealthy and thriving towns,
and will not be materially affected by the loss of the small
tract proposed to lie taken from each.

That if the reasons urged by the remonstrants shall, in
the opinion of the Legislature, apply to a part of the ter-

ritory described in the petition, and not to the rest, they
are willing that the boundary line should be so altered as
to embrace only that part of the territory against which
no substantial objection exists.
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The towns of Holliston, Hopkinton, and Framingham, at

legal town meetings, holden for the purpose, severally
voted, almost unanimously, to oppose the prayer of the
petitioners, choose agents for that purpose, who ap-
peared before your committee, and produced evidence
of the following facts.

All the heads of families and owners of real estate,
who reside upon the tract of 1 720 acres proposed to be
taken from the town of Holliston, with two or three ex-
ceptions, remonstrate against the incorporation prayed for.
There is only one family upon this tract, whose associa-
tions are with the people of Unionville, and this family
resides a mile from any other inhabitant on the tract. All
the other families are so intimately connected and associ-
ated with the centre of Holliston, that they protest against
being severed but for the strongest reasons.

This tract is the most valuable land in the town of
Holliston. The house of industry and poor farm, upon
which the paupers of Holliston are supported, purchased
at an expense of forty-five hundred dollars, and now
worth seven or eight thousand dollars, is located near the
centre of this tract.

The town has recently erected expensive public build-
ings, a town-house, towards the expense of which, the re-
monstrants have paid their proportion, a meeting-house,
in which they have purchased pews; and they state, that
they cannot consent to lose their interest in this proper-
ty, and be compelled to aid in paying for such public
buildings as may be necessary in Unionville.

The town has within two years, erected three new
2
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school-houses and repaired a fourth, at an expense of
about twelve hundred dollars each; and have established
new school districts through the town, for the better ac-
commodation of the schools. The line proposed will di-
vide a school district nearly in the centre, leaving the
school-house within the contemplated new town, and
about twenty scholars in Holliston, so remote from any
other school district, that they cannot, with any proprie-
ty or convenience, be annexed thereto.

The town has recently expended one thousand and sixty
five dollars, in making a road through the tract proposed
to be taken, for the accommodation of the remonstrants.

Within the last ten years, there have been taken from
the town of Holliston, and annexed to the towns of Med-
way, Milford and Framingham, about one thousand acres
of her territory.

One or two villages in Holliston have, within a few
years, grown faster, and done a more prosperous and suc-

cessful business than has been done in Unionville, and
might, with as much propriety, and for as good reasons,
ask for an act of incorporation.

The tract of 2520 acres proposed to be taken from the
town of Hopkinton, is the most productive and valuable
land in the town, being about one filth part of its whole
value.

Every person who resides upon a section of this tract
nearest the middle of Hopkinton, embracing about one

third part of the whole tract; seventeen persons who re-

side upon other parts of this tract, and eight persons who
own real estate on the tract, but do not reside there, all
remonstrate against the incorporation ot a new town, as

prayed for; and ten persons residing on the tract, who
signed the petition for incorporation, have withdrawn their
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names, leaving the whole number of remonstrants, inclu-
ding those whose names are withdrawn, about forty-five;
being, it is believed, a majority of all the persons residing
on the Hopkinton tract, who are out of the village of
Unionville.

If this tract be taken from Hopkinton, it will leave the
public buildings near the north line of the town, and the
inhabitants of the south part, living four or five miles dis-
tant from the public buildings, where all town business is
transacted, may, and for good reason, require their re-
moval, and thereby put the town to great expense.

The proposed line will divide three school districts, two
of them nearly in the centre, and all of them in such man-
ner, as in the opinion of the witnesses for the remon-
strants, will entirely break up and destroy them.

The remonstrants testify their belief, that their farms
and property upon this tract, would be materially dimin-
ished in value, if included within and made part of the
contemplated new town.

There are no remonstrants residing upon the tract pro-
posed to be taken from the town of Framingham, nor is
there any evidence, that its inhabitants, or any of them,
are opposed to the prayer of the petition ; but there is
evidence, that several of them are indifferent upon the
subject.

This tract is situated in the south part of Framingham,
and if made part of a new town, will leave the town house
and other public buildings, which have been erected at
great expense, within a mile and a half of the south line
of the town, while the inhabitants at the north part of the
town, are from four to five miles distant. This will proba-
bly occasion uneasiness and disaffection in town.
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The line proposed will divide one school district on
this tract, but not in such manner as materially to injure
the schools.

The remonstrants allege, that there is no evidence pre-
sented to the committee, that goes in the least to siiovv,
that the petitioners would be in any degree benefited by
being constituted a municipal corporation, or be enabled
thereby, to possess or enjoy any right or privilege, that
they have not now, at a cheaper rate, and in greater per-
fection. They can use the rail-road, and carry on every
branch of business, in which they are now engaged, as
well without the expense of a municipal organization,
as with it.

That it is against the sound policy of the state, to in-
crease the number of small towns. Experience has de-
monstrated, that the schools, the poor, and various other
interests, are supported more economically, and managed
more beneficially for the inhabitants, in towns of a re-
spectable size, than by the smaller corporations.

That after excluding from the proposed new town,
those portions of the territory whose inhabitants have all
remonstrated, the residue would be so small, both in pop-
ulation and territory, that the incorporation of it as a

town, would be injurious to every party concerned.


