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The Joint Select Committee to whom was recommitted
the Bill for the protection of Camp Meetings against
disturbance, have again had the subject under consid-
eration, and

That after further examination, and a hearing from
those who have petitioned for the enactment of such a
law, the committee are still more convinced the bill ought
to pass. No instructions accompanied the vote recom-
mitting the bill, and the reasons for its recommitment
can only be conjectured. The bill passed the Senate
without objection, and went to the House, where, with
out any proposition to modify its provisions so as to ac-
commodate it to the scruples of those who doubted its
expediency, a general vote of recommitment was passed.
Under these circumstances the committee have only felt
it to be their duty to review the opinions which induced
them originally to report the bill; and after such a review
being still convinced that the circumstances of the case
require some further provisions of law for the protection
of religious meetings in the fields, they again report the
bill with a slight modification of its phraseology, for the
action of the Legislature.

<*tommonUjeaUij of iHassacJjusetts.

REPORT
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After the great number of petitions which have been
presented to the Legislature from persons in every section
of the state, it can hardly be doubted, that our present
laws are ineffectual for the purpose desired. It is not to
be supposed that so large and so respectable a number of
petitioners would allege the existence of such grievances
as are set forth in their petitions, and ask for the means
of redress upon slight or frivolous ground. The commit-
tee were satisfied, not only by the petitions, but by the
statement of gentlemen of the highest respectability who
came before them, that some further legislation on the
subject is due as well to the maintenance of quiet and
good order in the community, as to the wT ants and feel-
ings of a numerous, conscientious, and unobtrusive class of
Christians.

Jr may lie true that, for the protection of religious wor-
ship as it is ordinarily practised by most sects, our laws
are now sufficient. For any direct, open, and intention-
al disturbance of meetings, there is an ample penalty.
But it is the duty of the laws to provide a protection for
all the forms and modes in which our citizens in the ex-
ercise of their undoubted rights, and under the direction
of their own consciences, may choose to promote the
spread of religious knowledge, and their own personal
improvement. The holding of camp or field meetings,
although it has been occasionally used by other denomina-
tions, is a part of the regular worship of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and has marked the whole history of
the wonderful growth of that sect in this country. It is
an institution to which all in that connection are devoted-
ly attached, being regarded by them as a revival ol the
Feast of the Tabernacles, and as one of the most effectual
means of religious instruction ; and however much others
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may differ from them on these points, none can deny
their right to be effectually protected in the enjoyment
of their own opinions and religious usages.

The fact, that these meetings are conducted in seclud-
ed groves at a considerable distance from populous towns,
while it is thought to add power to them as instruments
of religion, at the same time tends to attract numbers of
the unprincipled and worthless, who resort there more

commonly for the purpose of malicious disturbance.
Over these persons, so long as they continue within the
limits of the meeting, there is already sufficient power.
But it is proved to the committee that the neighborhood
is constantly infested by the gathering of pedlars of the
worst description, who locate themselves near enough to

be an intolerable nuisance, and yet at such a distance as
to be beyond the reach of all the authority which the law
now affords for the protection of those who are assembled
for religious worship. Around the carts or booths of these
men those who come for a frolic or for mischief usually
cluster, and in a thousand ways create disturbances of
the most annoying description against which there is no
protection. The pedlars are the principal originators of
these evils, and the scenes which they frequently stir up
are disgraceful to a civilized community. They bring
nothing which is desired or required by those who com-
pose the meetings, and depend alone for their customers
upon the idle mass which they contrive to gather around
them. It is therefore against the pedlars that this law is
more particularly aimed. If the ground can be kept clear
of them, there is not much fear of a repetition of those
annoyances which now constitute so great and so just
cause of complaint. This class of persons know, that by
intruding upon the vicinity of these meetings, they act in
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violation of the wishes, and in hostility to the purposes of
those who are peaceably engaged in a mode of worship
in which the law professes to protect them. They know
that their conduct is the source of great and scandalous
disturbance to the peace of the community, and exceed-
ingly offensive to those who are immediately concerned.

It is not easy to see, why there should be objections to
a law which would prevent such offences against good
morals. Surely no one will undertake to justify them,
and if they are wrong—if they are criminal, why should
they not be prohibited ?

The bill which the committee recommend, confers no
exclusive privileges upon any one class or sect. It only
proposes to protect any denomination of Christians, who may
choose to adopt a peculiar mode of worship—and certain-
ly the privilege of being undisturbed in the exercise of
religious worship is one which cannot be of dangerous
tendency. The restrictions which the bill imposes can

hardly afford ground of complaint to any well-disposed
citizen. It interferes with the regular business of no

man, and could be never made to apply to a person whose
conduct was not inconsistent with the peace of the com-

munity. The fact, that the meetings are always held in
places of great seclusion, is a sufficient protection against
any abuse under the law,—for it can only operate on

those who go out of their way, and take pains to place
themselves in a position which naturally produces dis-
turbance.

The restriction upon the sale of articles within a mile
of the place of meeting, is only an extension of the pro-
visions which now exist against hawkers and pedlars, and
may be justified upon the same principles. If the Legis-
lature have the power to prohibit the sale of articles of
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merchandize by hawkers and pedlars, who are “ going
from place to place,” and from considerations connected
with trade chooses to exercise it, it certainly has the same
power to prohibit the same class from doing the same
act, and acts similar in character, in the vicinity of reli-
gious meetings ; and there are much higher considerations
to justify its exercise in the latter case than in the for-
mer. Similar laws have for some time existed in other
states, and have been found to be highly salutary in their
operation, and have given rise to no complaint. In Ver-
mont and Connecticut, the restriction extends to two miles
from the place of meeting—and the mode of proceeding
against offenders is much more summary and severe than
the one proposed by this bill.

The committee are, for these reasons, of opinion, that
there is no sufficient objection to granting the pray er of
the petitioners,—and that the quiet of the community, as
well as a proper regard to the demands of a very large
portion of our citizens, and the example of other states,
justify the passage of the accompanying bill.

For the Committee

GEO. ASHMUN.
March 19, 1838.



(gommotUucalU) of Jtfassactjusnts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.

AN ACT
For the Protection of Camp Meetings against Disturbance.

1 Any person who, during the time of holding any
2 camp or field meeting for religious purposes shall,
3 within one mile of the place of holding such meeting,
4 hawk or peddle any goods, wares, merchandize, pro-
-5 visions or drinks, or practise or engage in any gaming
6 or horse racing, or exhibit or offer to exhibit any
7 shows or plays, shall forfeit for each offence a sum not
8 exceeding twenty dollars, to be recovered on complaint
9 made to any justice of the peace of the county in

10 which the offence is committed : provided, however,
11 that this act shall not be construed to require any
12 person having his regular and usual place of business
13 within the limits aforesaid to suspend such business.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :


