
SENATE No. 96.

The committee to whom was referred the Petition of
William Savage, President of the Mansfield Mining
Company, Zehedee Cook, President of the Massachu-
setts Mining Company, and Charles Davis, President
of the Mansfield Coal Company, and various other Pe-
titions asking for the aid of the State in Mining foro O

Coal,

R EPORT:
The subject presented for the consideration of the

committee, seemed to embrace two general inquiries ;
first, as to the importance of coal to the citizens of this
Commonwealth, and the country at large; and second, as
to the facilities of obtaining it at the Mansfield mines.

In respect to the first of these inquiries, the committee
remark, that they have been able to gather no very exact

statistics as to the consumption of coal in this state. In
the memorial referred to the committee, it is said, that in
the year 1837, 92,380 tons of anthracite, and 32,698
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chaldrons of bituminous coal, worth, at market prices,
more than a million of dollars, were introduced into Bos-
ton alone. How large a portion of the fuel actually con-
sumed in the city, consists of coal, it is impossible to de-
termine; but it is very considerable, and the consumption
is rapidly increasing. Nor is its use confined to the city,
for the adjacent towns and villages, as well as those situ-
ated upon the rail-roads, and along the sea-board, are
adopting it as fuel for many domestic purposes. It is
also in use in many of our manufactories.

From these facts it is apparent, that coal is already so
extensively used, as to be essential to the comfort of the
inhabitants; and that it is daily becoming more and more
generally employed for domestic and manufacturing pur-
poses. It may be remarked, too, that in proportion as the
habits of the people lead them to the adoption of coal as
fuel, the other means of supply being discouraged, are
proportionably diminished. The period cannot be far dis-
tant then, when it must be a matter of exigent necessity
that a free supply of this article be ensured to the citizens
of this Commonwealth, as well in time of war, when com-
munication by sea may be cut off, as in time of peace.

Nor is this view of necessity, the only one in which the
subject may be deemed as of importance. In turning our

attention to Pennsylvania, we remark, that the mines
which in 1820, yielded for market only 365 tons, produ-
ced in 1837, 860,770 tons; the value of which may be
stated as something more than four millions of dollars.
The whole amount of coal yielded by the mines of Great
Britain and Ireland, from statistical documents, appears
to be, 31,969,775 tons annually. It is estimated, that the
value of one half of this in the hands of the wholesale
dealer, is 35 shillings the ton, and that the whole pro-
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ceeds of the coni, amount to nearly 40,000,000 of pounds
sterling; or about 192 millions of dollars.

The value of coal, therefore, regarded as an article of
commerce, seems to be immense. In comparing it with
the other sources of wealth in the British empire, it appears
to exceed all the other mines ; it is also greater than the
entire wheat crop; and surpasses every other single
branch of industry, with the exception only of the woollen
manufactures, and the cotton manufactures, of which, in-
deed, it is the great supporter. The following table will
show its value as compared with the leading branches of
industry:

Annual value of various British products in pounds
sterling.

Coal, £40,000,000
Wheat, 30,000,000
Potatoes, ...... 20,000,000
Hemp and Flax, ..... 2,500,000
Fisheries, ...... 12,000,000
Copper, .....•• 1,438,591
Lead, 1,000,000
Quarries of all kinds, .... 4,000,000
Iron, .....•• 11,000,000
Timber, 3,000,000
Milk, Butter, and Cheese, . .

• 32,300,000
Wool, 14,000,000
Vegetables and Fruits, . . ■ 16,090,000
All Mines and Minerals, exclusive of coal, . 34,000,000
Woollen Manufactures, . .

• 44,250,000
Linen Manufactures, ....

15,421,086
Silk Manufactures, .... 10,000,000
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Cotton Manufactures, . £50,000,000 Expenditure?
Leather, .... 14,000,000
Manufactured Iron, . 31,072,600
Brass and Copper Wares, . 4,673,136
China, Glass, and Earthen

Wares, .... 10,892,797

Such is the importance of coal in the British empire,
viewed only as to its direct commercial value. But it
must be remembered, that this is not the limit of its in-
fluence. Though the mineral may have reposed for ages
in the bosom of the earth, yet, when dragged from its re-

pose by the art and industry of man, it shakes off its
slumber, and endowed with gigantic energy, turns the
ponderous wheel, and heaves the heavy crank of the man-
ufactory. It sets in motion myriads of whirling spindles,
and busy looms, impels the steamboat through the water,
and bids the locomotive hurry forward on its track. It
thus not only stimulates the arts, and gives fresh vigor to
industry, but it developes new sources of wealth, rouses
new energies in man, and endows him with powers
which, in an earlier age, had been deemed miraculous.
It is scarcely necessary to add, that it is the great agent
of moving the vast manufactures of the British empire.

It may seem, that this view of the importance of coal
in a foreign country, has little bearing upon our own in-
terests. Our supply of fuel is still, to a considerable ex-
tent, of wood, and our numerous streams afford a vast
amount of manufacturing power. And these facts may,
doubtless, diminish the immediate importance of coal, in
this country ; but it is still wise to consider, that this ar-
ticle has already become one of the necessaries of life to
many of our inhabitants ; that its consumption in this
Commonwealth will soon amount to millions of dollars
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annually ; that it is capable of being used to great advan-
tage in many of our manufactures; and that, if it could
be obtained at a cheaper rate, it might exert an influence
and yield benefits scarcely inferior to those derived from
it in Great Britain and Ireland. If we look at the enter-
prising character of the inhabitants of New England, and
remark how readily they turn to account every advantage
placed within their reach, shall we not see, that the dis-
covery of such an auxiliary as coal in our own soil, ac-
cessible to our own industry, would produce results scarce-
ly within the grasp of present calculation ? If the annual
value of the manufactures of Massachusetts alone be
120,000,000 of dollars—which is probably within the

actual amount—what would be the effect, in the course
of a very few years, if we could bring the enormous
power of coal, found within our own territory, to aid in
these vast concerns ?

It was with these views, that the committee entered
upon the second branch of their inquiry, involving the
facilities of obtaining coal at the Mansfield mines. In
the course of their investigation they have visited the
mines, and heard the opinions of several persons skilled
in general science, and specially conversant with the sub-
ject of mining. Among others, the committee have con-
ferred with Professor Hitchcock, the Geological Surveyor
of the state.

The result of these various inquiries is this,—that there
appears to be a coal bed of about 400 square miles, in this
state and Rhode Island, of which Mansfield is nearly the
central point. It is anthracite, the first croppings at the
Mansfield mines being on an inferior quality, but growing
better as you descend, and, at the distance of about 60
to 80 feet, bearing a close analogy to the Pennsylvania
coal. It is found in layers of various thicknesses, from
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one foot to seven feet; the strata dipping at an angle of
53 degrees.

It seems to be the opinion of those qualified to
that there is, in this region, an exhaustless store of coal,
of good quality, and accessible to the art of the miner.
The three mining companies, who have memorialized the
Legislature, have sunk three shafts, one about 64 feet,
one about 84 fee t, and one about 100 feet. They have
also caused several horizontal drifts to be cut, in various
directions. They have succeeded in raising several tons
of coal, the first being indifferent, but some of that ob-
tained at a greater depth being equal, or nearly equal, to
the best anthracite. Encouraged, therefore, by every
favorable indication, of the actual existence of abundance
of coal, they have still, after the expenditure of 44,000
dollars, been compelled, by the pressure of the times, to

suspend their operations, leaving it still a question, wheth-
er the mines can be wrought to advantage or not. It is
in this position, that they ask a grant of the credit of the
state, to aid in prosecuting their enterprise, and in settling
the doubt, if doubt there be, as to the value of these mines,
and their capacity to furnish a supply of fuel to this sec-
tion of the country.

In the opinion of the committee, this application lays a

strong claim to the favorable consideration of the Legis-
lature. The views already suggested, of the importance
of coal, in a general aspect, as an article of commerce,
as of growing necessity to the citizens of Massachusetts,
and as of the greatest prospective utility in giving scope
to the industry of New England, could it be obtained at

a cheap rate, together with the advantage of a supply for
necessary uses in our own territory, in the contingency of
war—are all considerations which cannot fail to show, that,
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as a matter of public interest, the subject is worthy of
careful investigation. Your committee, while thus im-
pressed with the importance of the question submitted to
their consideration, still believe, that, on account of the
shortness of the time allowed for the investigation, the
subject has not been duly examined by them, and that the
session is too near a close for a full discussion of the ques-
tion, and therefore recommend, that the petition of the
memorialists be referred to the next Legislature, and that
Messrs. be a committee, to view the
premises, at the expense of the petitioners, and report
their doings thereon to the next General Court.

S. G. GOODRICH, Chairman.




