
SENATE.... No. 102.

REPORT, &c.

CONCERNING

THE EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.





The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to

whom was referred the communication of the Commit-
tee of the Managers of the Massachusetts Charitable
Eye and Ear Infirmary, inviting the Legislature to
visit by a Committee their Institution, submit the fol-
lowing

The Committee visited the Infirmary according to the
instructions of the Legislature. They found the accom-
modations such as are well calculated to answer the pur-
poses of such an institution. The building is situated in
Green Street, in a pleasant part of the city. It is sub-
stantial, commodious,and airy. The apartments are agree-
able, well arranged, and sufficiently numerous to accom-
modate all the boarders who have thus far applied for
admission. The aid of the Commonwealth granted by
the last Legislature, has been in part appropriated to put
the establishment into a state of thorough repair, to supply
it with proper furniture, and to construct a convenient ope-
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rating room, —the expenditure for all of which, appears
to have been judicious and economical. The remainder
will be appropriated according to the intention of the
grant, in the support of the establishment.

The government of the institution is in a Board of
Managers, who superintend its general concerns. The
surgical department is under the direction of eminent
professional gentlemen, some one of whom visits the pa-
tients daily, while their more immediate care and treat-
ment are committed to a house physician who resides at
the Infirmary. The most approved methods of treatment
are adopted, and all the aids which skill and science can
furnish, are put in requisition to ensure success to the
operations performed. The results thus far have been
highly favorable, as will appear by the Report of the
Standing Committee of the Board of Managers, herewith
submitted.

The arrangements are such as to receive as boarders,
all those, the nature of whose disease is such as to re-
quire constant supervision and regular treatment, and to

prescribe for, and operate upon all others, as day patients,
who choose to apply for the charitable aid of the estab-
lishment. A comfortable asylum, and the best means of
recovery, are thus supplied gratuitously to the poor, who
are suffering under one of the severest afflictions which
can befal them.

Your committee regret to learn, that the advantages of
o' 'J

the institution are not yet sufficiently known to the public
to ensure application immediately and in all cases for those
who stand in need of its assistance. Like other diseases,
those of the eye can be treated much more successfully in
their early stages, than when aggravated by long contin-
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uance. In many cases which result in total blindness, a
cure might have been easily effected, if proper treatment
had been early resorted to. It is hoped, that pains will
be taken by all who are acquainted with the institution,
and sympathize in the sufferings of the poor, to make
known the fact, that such an establishment exists, where
the indigent from all parts of the Commonwealth, who
are suffering under the severe maladies which afflict the
eye or the ear, may be supported, and receive the best
medical and surgical aid which the country affords, free
of expense.

Your committee are gratified with the internal appear-
ance and conduct of the institution. The patients ap-
peared to be comfortably provided for, humanely treated,
grateful for the attention bestowed upon them. There
were those present of all ages,—from childhood to ex-
treme age,—and in every stage of disease; the conva-
lescents rejoicing in the prospect of speedy cure, and those
suffering with severity, confiding in the efficacy of the
remedies used, and entertaining the hope of final re-
covery.

For a more detailed account of the management of the
establishment, and of its success, as well as for a history
ol some of the most important cases treated there, the
committee beg leave to refer to the very interesting re-
port before alluded to.

Your committee think the bounty of the Common-
wealth was well bestowed, in aiding this institution, and
they believe it has been judiciously and humanely admin-
istered. From the high character and philanthropy of
those concerned in its government, and the skill, science,
and professional eminence of the gentlemen engaged in
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its superintendence and interested in its success, the pub-
lic have the best assurances that it will continue to de-
serve their approbation, and that its high and humane ob-
jects will be accomplished.

For the committee,

THOMAS KINNIGUTT,
J. SPOFFORD.



To the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions—

Massachusetts Legislature :

Gentlemen,—The Standing Committee, on behalf of
the Managers of the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and
Ear Infirmary, in compliance with the request of your
Hon. Chairman, beg leave to present to you the following
Statement of the Condition of that Institution :

Immediately on the reception of the grant made by the
Legislature, the proposed alterations and repairs were
commenced upon the house in Green street, to prepare it for
the reception of in-door patients. Just upon the comple-
tion of these repairs, a fire occurred upon the premises on
the night of the 4th of June, by which one end of the
house, with all the out-buildings were destroyed, and the
main building much injured. The delay produced by
this prevented the completion of the work until the 19th
July, 1837, at which time the house was opened.

The amount expended in repairs and alterations is
about $2lOO
For furniture, &c., about 1000

Total, $3lOO

Something more is yet requisite under both of these
heads, especially in the providing of furniture for the es-
tablishment.

On opening the house for patients, the arrangement
was made, that such as were able should pay a low price
for board, while tfiose who were destitute should be re-
ceived on charity.
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From July 19th, 1837, to March 31st, 1838, there
have been admitted to the iiouse—

Whole number of patients, 60.
Of these, 35 were males and 25 females.
Of the following ages :

Males under 10 years, 3
“ between 10 and 20 years, 8
“ “ 20 and 30 “ 8
“ “ 30 and 40 “ 8
“ “ 40 and 50 “ 6
“ “ 60 and 70 “ 2

Females under 10 years, 4
“ between 10 and 20 years, 7
“ “ 20 and 30 “ 7
“ “ 30 and 40 “ 2
“ “ 40 and 50 “ 3
“ “ 50 and 60 “ 1
“ “ 60 and 70 “ 1

The result of these cases is as follows :

Recovered, ----- 27
Improved, - - - - - - 13
Incurable, - 5
Treatment deferred, 1

“ declined, - 1
Remaining in the house, - - - 12

The residence of these previous to their admission to
the infirmary was—

In the country, - - - - - 44
In the city, - - - -

- -16



1838. SENATE—No. 102. 9

The mean duration of disease prior to admission, is 4
years 1 month.

Of these patients there were received
On free beds, -----32
Paying a low board, - - - -28

The house has been very economically and ably con-

ducted, in its domestic arrangements, by the superinten-
dent.

The expenses for nine months, from July 19, 1837, to

April 19, 1838, is $1498 33
Received for board of patients, 337 68

Cost to the Institution, $ll6O 65

In the above are included all household expenses, and
all medicines, &c. for the in-door and our-door patients.

The house is arranged for twenty patients, and more
can he provided for, when it is required.

It is found, that, exclusive of those expenses which are
continuous, and must be incurred, whether few or many
are to be provided for, the cost of each patient is about
$1 50 cts. per week ; so that, for each patient received,
who pays $3 per week, one may be received on charity,
without encroaching upon the funds of the institution.
Since the grant made by the Legislature, the means of
usefulness have greatly increased, by the reception of pa-
tients under the more immediate supervision of the sur-
geons. Several cases, found to be unyielding, or disposed
to frequent relapse, have been readily relieved, or cured,
as in-door patients.

Some interesting cases of the house patients, together
with a part of the Medical Report of the Surgeons, are
here introduced.

2
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Richard Blood, aged 41, of Groton, Mass., married,
and the father of four children, was severely injured hy
an explosion while blasting rocks at Phippsburg, Me.>
July Bth, 1836. Both eyes were wounded by fragments
of stone resulting in very severe inflammation.—April 7,
1837, he first applied at this Institution. At this time
there was a closure of the pupil of the left eye, and an
adhesion of the iris to the cornea towards the inner can-
thus. In the right eye, there was a similar adhesion, but
the pupil though irregular and diminished, was in part
preserved. Through this there was seen a capsular len-
ticular cataract. There were under the conjunctiva of
the sclerotic many spots of a brick red color, which gave
the eyes an appearance of inflammation; this was found
to depend on the presence of foreign substances. lie
was so blind as to be scarcely able to perceive the inter-
position of a body between the eye and a strong light.—
He had no pain in either eye. —Having been much re-
duced by depletion, he was kept for a time on more nu-
tritious diet, and in the habit of daily exercise, prepara-
tory to an operation.

May 13th, being much improved in health and strength,
the cataract of the right eye was operated upon. The
very slight inflammation which followed was readily check-
ed, and May 29th, he returned to Groton ; the lens
being partially dissolved, and a dim perception of the out-
line of objects enjoyed. He presented himself again,
July 25, 1837, with the pupil of the right eye clear, from
all traces of the cataract, and having very comfortable
vision. He was then able, without glasses, to read large

Case of Traumatic Cataract.
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print, and can distinguish the paving-stones in the streets
from the second story of the house. He was then ad-
mitted, to ascertain if the red spots upon the cornea could
be removed. It was found that these admitted of partial
removal ; and he was discharged with the ability, by the
aid of glasses, to see common print.

He reported to Dr. Jeffries on the 6th of November,
1837, that his sight had become stronger, and that he was
then supporting himself, and assisting his family by his
labor.—He was, at the time of his first visit to the infir-
mary, an inmate of the alms-house at Groton.

Case of Vascular Opacity of both, Cornea with Staphy -

loma of the right eye.

Lemuel S. Swan, aged 35, married, a merchant of
Plainfield, N. H., was admitted September 2d, 1837.
There was at this time on the right eye a Staphyloma,
and on both eyes, numerous enlarged blood-vessels, run-
ning into patches of dense opacity, which covered the
whole cornea. His health was then good, except that
there was frequent pain and swelling of the gums, from
former mercurial influence. With the right eye he had
no discernment, and it was barely sensible of the inter-
position of an opaque body between it and a window on
a bright day. The account of the previous history of his
eye was as follows :

He had always sound eyes until September of 1832,
when an epidemic ophthalmia appeared at Milton, N. Y.,
where he then resided. He first perceived a red spot on
his right eye towards the inner cornea, with a feeling of
soreness, and a copious discharge of hot tears. This
state of the eye continued for two weeks, when the red-
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ness began to extend over the whole ball, accompanied
bj smarting, heat, with the discharge of a yellow fluid ;

there was a swelling of lids, with a sensation as of gravel
under the lids, together with an intolerance of light, and
a severe deep-seated pain in the Orbit. About ten days
after the attack in the right eye, the left began to be in-
flamed, and pursued the same course ; the severity of the
symptoms alternating from one eye to the other. In No-
vember the inflammation began to subside.—Stimulating
washes of sulph. zinc, gunpowder, &c. were used daily
from the commencement of tlie attack, for the first ten
days with sensible injury. After the pain had become
severe, in the third week of the disease, blood-letting,
antimonials and cathartics were resorted to. He was
bled about six times during October.—ln November,
the eyes appeared to be nearly well, and he returned to
his ordinary habits. A heavy snow was on the ground,
and in his frequent rides, he began to be troubled with
a copious flow of tears. About the middle of Decem-
ber, the eyes again became red, with a discharging of hot
tears, followed by a yellowish fluid, &c., as before.
These attacks were repeated at short intervals, until at

length sufficient vision only remained to find his way
about in familiar places. Early in January, 1833, while
under mercurial action, an inflammation occurred of great-
er severity than any preceding. He one evening became
delirious with pain, and the following morning, about five
days from the commencement of the attack, a protuber-
ance of the size of a marrow fat pea, was observed in the
centre of the cornea of the right eye. He was then bled
largely, and the mercury slopped. In about two weeks
the tumor burst with a considerable discharge of watery
fluid. Immediately after this the left eye pursued a situ-
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ilar course, and after the discharge of the tumor on this
eye, he could only distinguish night from day.

Similar attacks occurred, alternately in either eye,
about once in three weeks from February, 1833, to Feb-
ruary, 1834. During this year he had been bled forty-
seven times, and blistered constantly in various parts, but
at no time was his diet restricted, except when the inflam-
matory symptoms were excessively severe, and even at
those times he indulged in pastry and other pernicious
food. From February, 1834, to August, 1836, occasional
attacks of less severity were experienced ; and from Au-
gust, 1836, to the time of admission, he has had only
once in about four months a slight inflammatory affection
of the eyes.

From August, 1834, he resorted to opium to relieve his
pain, and he has since continued to use it, as a stimulus,
for which purpose he takes about forty grains daily.

He had repeated operations upon his eye, from the
time of his entrance until the 22d of January, 1838, at
which time he was discharged, expressing much gratitude
for the great increase of vision he had acquired. He
was able to discover the form and color of objects, to see
the window-sashes of the opposite buildings, and the pav-
ing-stones in the streets. In expressing his thanks to

the surgeon he said, that he would refuse the offer of the
world as a substitute for the degree of vision he had ac-
quired.

Case of Nyctalopia or Night Blindness.

Benjamin Bubier, aged 19, a laborer on a farm at Wo-
burn, was admitted December 23d, 1837. He had en-
joyed good health and perfect sight, until three years
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since, he received from a falling tree, a severe blow on
the right shoulder and side of the neck. He was stun-
ned, and remained for three or four days in a state of stu-
por. About three weeks after the accident, being for the
first time out of doors, he found that on the evening of1 &

that day, his sight was not so clear as usual.
On the evening of the following day, there was again

a dimness of sight, which recurred every subsequent eve-
ning for six months, and steadily increased.

The blindness came on gradually with the night-fall,
and deprived him of all useful vision. On a star-light
night, he could not see his hand before him. In a bril-
liantly lighted room there was a slight increase of vision,
but not enough to enable him to walk about. There
were, during the day, on exposure to strong light, black
floating spectra, and the same spectra always recurred in
connection with the night blindness. This system had
existed for the last two years, having commenced six
months after tiie night blindness had reached its maxi-
mum. The iris was of a light blue, the pupil rather
small, but sufficiently active. He was hearty and robust,
though not of an athletic frame. After treatment, he
was discharged, on January 6, 1838, his sight having
been so fully restored, that he could read common print
by lamp-light.

The number of out patients treated at the House since
its opening to the 31st of March 1838, is 484

Males 212
Females ----- 272

With diseases of the Eye.
Males 177
Females 213
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Diseases of the Ear.
Males ...... 35
Females - - -

-
- - 59

Making a total of those treated bj the Surgeons,

The consultations for those who apply daily for advice,
shew a much greater number of poor persons laboring
under affections of the eve, than could have been antici-
pated. Access is so freely obtained to the Institution,
that applications can be made in the early stages of dis-
ease, by which much more can be effected, not only in
treating diseases already commenced, but in removing
causes which rapidly lead to the most painful conse-
quences. As an example of this, it has been found, that
the number of cases of injury of the eye from the pre-
sence of foreign bodies, such as pieces of glass, metal,
and coal, &c., is very considerable. The number of these
important cases is constantly increasing with the extent
of our manufactories, and the multiplication of rail-roads.

There have been, during the last year, forty-one cases
of this description, in nearly all of which the patients
have been soon restored to health and to their occupa-
tions, when immediate application for advice has been
made. But we have also the painful conviction, that the
number of those who apply early is not so large as it
should be, which arises from the ignorance of those af-
flicted of the existence of this institution ; while, from
their poverty, they cannot apply elsewhere. Such inju-
ries, many of them trifling in the outset, have terminated
unfavorably before the patients have reached the institu-
tion. Worthy and industrious men, on whose exertions
wives and children depended for their daily support, have
thus been deprived of vision ; and being unable to provide
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for themselves, and for those who looked to them for a
subsistence, have become a burden to their friends, or
inmates of the alms-house.

But even from these extreme cases there have been
instances of perfect restoration, where but the slightest
chance existed of any thing being done to restore the
light of day. An individual case may be here recited.
It is that of an industrious laboring man, from the state
of Maine, by the name of Webber. He was in the vigor
of manhood, and in the enjoyment of perfect, health, when
he was severely wounded on the face while blasting
rocks; his eyes were apparently entirely destroyed.
After suffering a long while, with little or no assistance,
he recovered from the acute inflammation, but found him-
self totally deprived of vision. His case, before his ap-
plication, was pronounced a hopeless one; but the idea
of remaining in darkness, and of being dependent upon
those who looked up to him for support, was so dreadful
to him, that he determined to seek for aid at the Infirma-
ry, and obtain, if possible, a small degree of sight. He
came to the institution under these discouraging circum-
stances, contrary to the advice of his friends, with slender
means of subsistence; but although fearful, he was not
wholly without hope. So urgent was he for relief, that
although, on examination of his case, one eye was found
totally destroyed, and the other so much injured as to
offer but little prospect of success, an operation, suited to
his case, was determined upon and performed. The pa-
tient suffered no uneasiness from this operation. But
the dread of lifting the bandage which, for three weeks
after his return home, covered a secret he hardly dared
to have revealed, produced a mental suffering of no ordi-
nary kind; he knew that, beneath that cover, lay con-
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cealed his hopes and prospects in this world. In a
moment he was to learn whether he was to be once more
restored to sight and usefulness, or to be shut out from
the light, to grope his way as a supplicant for charity.
To his inexpressible joy he found that vision was restored.
At first, he concealed the fact, fearing it might be but
transitory; but he soon found that he possessed more
sight than, in his most sanguine moments, he had even
hoped to obtain. With the help of glasses, he could see
distant as well as near and minute objects. With the
return of light to the eye, happiness was restored to his
mind. He became able to support himself and family in
independence. When last seen, his prospects of success
in his plans in life were as favorable as they had ever
been.

Other cases, not less interesting than this, have come
before the surgeons; but some, although they have re-
ceived unwearied attention, have a less favorable result.
There are cases of individuals who have thrown them-
selves on the institution, which has never refused to
receive those who are not hopelessly blind, where the
disease depended upon some organic change in the eye
itself, or in the brain, which, although they do not admit
of cure, still offer the hope of an alleviation from suffer-
ing. These are the greater part of those which are re-
ported as only relieved, or as incurable. It is to be
hoped that, with the increasing knowledge which such an
institution affords the physician, much more may yet be
learnt, to render aid to some of these children of darkness
and of want.

In conclusion, we have no hesitation n expressing our

confident opinion, that the charity of the state has been
3
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well bestowed ; and we trust it will appear to have been
faithfully administered, as it is gratefully received.

With the highest consideration, and in behalf of the
directors of the institution,

We are, gentlemen,
Your obt. servants,

JOHN JEFFRIES,
HENRY RICE,
HENRY UPHAM,

Standing Committee of Managers,


