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In House of Representatives, Jan. 30, 1839.

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed with such as
the Senate may join, to take into consideration and re-
port upon the expediency of instructing our Senators and
requesting our Representatives in Congress, to oppose a
Bill introduced into the Senate of the United States, by
Mr. Benton, of Missouri, to repeal the duty on Salt, and
to abolish the bounties to Fishermen, as a measure which
must result in the utter ruin of the interests of the manu-
facturers of Salt, and the prostration of the business of
all concerned in the fisheries : and

Messrs. Coring, of Hingham,
Clark, of Newburyport, and
Andrews, of Gloucester,

are appointed the Committee on the part of the House.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 31, 1839.
Concurred : and

Messrs. King, and Whitman are joined.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

(TommomuraUl) of iHassacfjusctts*
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Senate, Feb. 12, 1839.

The Special Joint Committee of the Legislature, to
whom was referred an order directing them “ to take
into consideration, and report upon the expediency of
instructing our Senators and requesting our Represen-
tatives in Congress to oppose a bill introduced into the
Senate of the United States, by Mr. Benton of Mis-
souri, to repeal the duty on salt, and to abolish the
bounties to fishermen,” have attended to the subject,
and ask leave respectfully to

That they cannot view without serious regret and ap-
prehension the introduction into Congress of a measure
which threatens so much injury to the prosperity and ex-
istence of some of the most important, and useful branches
of industry within the Commonwealth. The passage of
the bill under consideration into a law, would most dis-
astrously affect a large class of our industrious and en-
terprising citizens. It is well known that Massachusetts
did, by a well considered and wise policy, encourage the

©ommomuealtlj of JHassadjwsetts.
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manufacture of salt, by exempting the capital so invested
from taxation. Under this encouragement and the pro-
tective duties imposed by Congress on the importation of
foreign salt, large amounts of private capital were em-
ployed in the business. The exemption from taxation
has been removed, and the government duties have been
from time to time so much reduced that the present duty
is only ten cents per bushel of fifty-six pounds. By the law
of Congress commonly known as the Compromise Act, the
protective duty on salt as well as on many other articles
of domestic manufacture, has been considered as settled
and determined till the year 1842. With this confident
expectation, many of our citizens have been encouraged
to continue the manufacture, although the prices which
they have obtained for salt have hardly been a compen-
sation for their labor; but, having a large capital invested,
they have been unwilling entirely to relinquish the busi-
ness and make an utter sacrifice of their property.

By the statistical returns of the several branches of
industry in Massachusetts, made by order of the Legisla-
ture in 1837, it appears, that there were then 743 estab-
lishments for the manufacture of salt, that 758,392
bushels were made, and the capital invested was $BOl,-
763. It is represented to the Committee, that the actual
cost of these establishments could not have been less
than $2,000,000. Any immediate repeal or reduction
of the duty on foreign salt must compel those who are

now engaged in the business to abandon their works,
c? o

which must result in a most serious and disastrous loss
to them, and might prove to the whole community a

great inconvenience. Salt is now worth about thirty-live
cents per bushel; during the last war, when commerce was
interrupted, and the armed fleets of a vigilant and power-
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ful enemy were hovering around our coasts, it was sold
for four and even five dollars per bushel; and, if our

own manufacturers had not in some measure supplied the
demand, the article could have hardly been obtained at

any price, and great suffering must have ensued. As a

matter of public policy, as well as one in which the in-
terests of individuals are deeply concerned, the abandon-
ment of the manufacture of this indispensable article is
much to be deprecated. It deserves the attention, not of
this State only, but of the whole country. Does it be-
come a nation which so proudly boasts of its indepen-
dence, under any circumstances, to be indebted to foreign-
ers for a staple article of consumption, which can so
readily be produced at home ?

By the returns already referred to, it appears, that in
1837, the capital in Massachusetts invested in manufac-
tures was $54,851,643, the number of persons employed
117,352, and the value of articles manufactured $86,-

282,616. Other lawmakers may be indifferent to the
advancement of industry, and to the prosperity and hap-
piness of the people, but the legislators of Massachusetts
cannot forget, that the express letter of the Constitution
imposes on them the duty of encouraging manufactures
and industry, and they will be false to their high trust
whenever they refuse or neglect to defend the interests
and secure the welfare of the people.

The energies and the industry of a large portion of
manufacturers have been embarrassed, and, at times, al-
most paralyzed, by the frequent agitation in Congress of
subjects which nearly concern their interests. There
seems to be no settled policy, but a vacillating, uncertain,
inconstant legislation, which at one session may pro-
tect and encourage a particular branch of industry, and
at the next, leave it naked and exposed to wild hazard or
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overwhelming ruin. Such wavering legislation discour-
ages enterprise, and ill accords with the character of a
wise and paternal government.

Massachusetts has a deeper interest in this subject
than most other States of the Union ; hut in her opposi-
tion to untimely legislation, she does not stand alone. In
the Commonwealth of Virginia, the House of Delegates
has lately, by a vote of yeas eighty-three, nays thirty-five)
resolved, that the compromise act relating to the Tariff
should he held sacred and inviolate. The repeal of the
duty on salt would he a violation of that solemn contract,
against which it appears to the Committee that the honor
and interest of Massachusetts demand that she should
most earnestly protest.

The Committee are of opinion, that the repeal of the
laws which give a bounty to fishing vessels and the men
employed in them, would he unjust, and impolitic. Other
foreign nations have given bounties much more considera-
ble than the United States government has overpaid;
and they have been satisfied that the fisheries cannot be
maintained without the bounty. Should the bounty be
withdrawn, our fishermen cannot compete with those of
foreign nations, and it is even questionable whether we
should not be dependent on foreigners for a supply. In
the years 1837 and 1838, many of the vessels did not

take fish enough to pay the men the rate of wages allow-
ed on board merchant vessels, and many of the owners,
before they could obtain crews, were obliged to guaranty
to the men that the shares of fish, with the oil and boun-
ty, should be equal in amount to the wages paid on board
merchant vessels and coasters. In 1837, there were em-

ployed in this State in the cod and mackerel fisheries,

1290 vessels, manned by 11,146 persons, and the fish
taken was valued at $3,208,559 ; about one half of these
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persons were engaged in the cod fishery, and the number
has probably since increased. The men employed in
this business are generally of moderate property, and the
withdrawal of the bounty would in many instances de-
prive them of employment, and reduce them from a com-
fortable competency to very straitened circumstances;
the business is not in the hands of wealthy men or capi-
talists. The benefits of the bounty are not confined to
the men in the immediate receipt of it, but by making
the’supply of fish more regular and abundant, they are
diffused throughout the community. The fishermen are
precisely the class who need, and who deserve the en-
couragement of the government. They do not interfere
in their honest labors with one another; they almost create
the material they manufacture ; their harvest field could
not be applied to any other profitable use, and the liberal
sea yields copious supplies from her vast storehouses
without diminishing her treasures.

The repealing of the bounty would depress the value
of the vessels, storehouses and all other property connect-
ed with the business, and would deprive of employment
many skilful and industrious men ; it would take from
the poor a very common and convenient article of subsist-
ence which may now be obtained at moderate prices ;

some classes of society it would severely distress, it could
benefit none, and the saving to the public treasury would
be so inconsiderable as hardly to deserve notice.

The importance of the fisheries, and the necessity of
encouraging them, are not confined to Massachusetts ;

there is hardly a portion of the Union which is not bene-
fited by them, and the facilities of transportation by
steam vessels and rail-roads, are rapidly extending their
advantages.
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But the fisheries demand the encouragement of the
government, not so much because they afford employment
to a class of hardy and deserving men, and furnish abund-
ant and cheap subsistence, as because they are a nursery
for seamen, a school where skilful and adventurous men
are trained up for service in merchant vessels and the
navy. And these free schools have become more indis-
pensable since steam navigation has displaced the vessels
which formerly sailed upon our coasts and rivers.

When hostilities commenced with Great Britain, it* is
known that many of these bold and hardy men were
driven from their peaceful employment, and that they en-
listed in vessels of war on the lakes and on the ocean, and
by their activity and bravery contributed to the success
of the contest, and to the return of an honorable peace.
The fishermen of Massachusetts helped to gild with im-
perishable fame the brightest pages in the naval history
of the country. The country should not forget its obli-
gation lor past services ; it should not forget that it may
yet have occasion to ask similar services.

The Committee are of opinion, that the repeal of the
duty on salt and of the bounty to fishermen would be in-
jurious, if not fatal to some of the cherished and important
interests of the Commonwealth, and that all proper meas-
ures should be taken to prevent the repeal. In accord-
ance with these views, they unanimously recommend the
passsage of the accompanying resolves.

DANIEL P. KING,
JARED WHITMAN,
THOMAS LORING,
SAMUEL L. ANDREWS,

Committee.
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RESOLVES

Concerning the Duty on Salt and the Bounty to Fish-
ermen.

Resolved, That the proposed repeal of the duty on
salt, and of the bounty to fishing vessels and the men
employed in them, would be a direct violation of the faith
of the nation as pledged by the act of Congress, com-
monly known as the Compromise Act ; and, that such re-
peal would seriously injure some of the most important
branches of industry in this Commonwealth, and would
embarrass and distress a large portion of our most de-
serving citizens.

Resolved, That the Senators of this Commonwealth, in
Congress, be instructed, and the Representatives be re-
quested, to use their influence to oppose the passage into

CommantDralty of iilassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Nine.
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a law of any bill, the object of which is to repeal or re-
duce the duty on salt, or the bounty to fishing vessels and
the men employed in them.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be re-
quested to transmit copies of these Resolves to the Sena-
ators and Representatives of the Commonwealth in Con-
gress.


