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To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in Gen-
eral Court assembled:

The petition of the Trustees of Amherst College re-
spectfully represents ;

That the collegiate institution which was established
at Amherst in 1821, was incorporated as a college in
1825, with about one hundred and thirty-six students:
that, since that time, the number has greatly increased ;

that, with this increase in the number of students, the
demand for buildings for their accommodation, for addi-
tional instructers, for additions to the library, and appa-
ratus in the various departments has proportionally in-
creased :

That the wants of the college have hitherto been met
by appeals to the liberality of the benevolent public ; and
the friends of the college have been repeatedly called
upon to contribute to its necessities :

That additional means, to a considerable amount, are
now indispensably necessary to enable your petitioners to
erect another college building : to supply deficiencies in
the library ; to render the various apparatus more perfect
and for other purposes.

Your petitioners further represent, that they have be-
fore made repeated applications to the Legislature for
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pecuniary aid, but have been refused it, on grounds which
were satisfactory to the majority ; and they have never
received any aid whatever from the State treasury.

And in renewing their application for this purpose,
they rely upon the disposition of the General Court to
regard that provision of our State Constitution, which
makes it the “duty of legislatures, in all future periods
of the Commonwealth, to cherish the institutions of lite-
rature and the sciences, and all seminaries of them”—
that they will carry out the principle which has induced
all former Legislatures to make munificent donations to
the University, which has ever been the object of State
patronage and the honor of the Commonwealth—which
has induced former legislatures to make munificent do-
nations to the funds of Williams College, and to Bowdoin
College, while Maine was a part of this State—and to

make endowments to almost every incorporated academy
within the Commonwealth.

The Legislature have reserved to themselves, by the
act incorporating the college, “ the right to alter, limit,
annul or restrain,” the powers vested, by the act, in the
trustees—the right to appoint, and forever have the reap-
pointment, as vacancies in the number shall occur, of five
out of seventeen of the said trustees, to appoint visiters o(

the college, and retain in their own hands a controlling
power over the acts of the trustees.

The annual increase in the number of students, while
the numbers of all the other New England colleges also
increase, renders it manifest that a college was needed,
in the portion of the Commonwealth in which this is sit-
uated, and that it must be sustained.

And the petitioners respectfully urge, that its wants, its
respectable standing among the other New England col-
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leges, taken in connection with the ample resources of
the treasury, entitle them to the favorable consideration
of the Legislature ; and it is but equal justice, that the
college which has hitherto sustained itself, while it is
placed by its charter peculiarly within the control of the
government, should share with other kindred institutions
in the bounty which all others have received at its hands.

Wherefore the petitioners earnestly ask, that you will
grant them such pecuniary aid as their necessities de-
mand, and the state of the treasury enables you to give.

As in duty bound will ever pray,

In behalf of the Trustees,

H. HUMPHREY, President.

Amherst, Dec. 1838.
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House of Representatives, Jan. 15, 1839.

Referred to Messrs. Duncan, of Haverhill,
Binney, of Boston,
Park, of Groton,
Salisbury, of Worcester,
Phelps, of Hadley,
Burt, of Longmeadow,
Allen, of Northfield,
Russell, of Pittsfield,
Williams, of Roxbury,
Shepard, of Mansfield,
Howard, of W. Bridgewater,
Barber, of Orleans,
Davis, of Edgartown,
Marcy, of Nantucket,

with such as the Senate may join.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Senate, Jan. 16, 1839.

Concurred : and Messrs. Goodrich, Quincy, Wil-
lard, King, Hancock, Boies and Brown, are joined.

Attest,

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.
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The Joint Select Committee, to whom was referred
the petition of the Trustees of Amherst College, submit
the following report.

By order of the Committee,

S. G. GOODRICH.

<£omnumtoealtt) of jHassatljusttts.
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The history of this college is generally known, from the
recency of its establishment and in consequence of dis-
cussions excited by its several applications for the aid of
the State. It will be only necessary, therefore, to pre-
sent a few prominent facts on the present occasion.

Amherst College grew out of a project for the re-
moval of Williams College, which was started about the
year 1815. Chancellor Kent of New York visited vari-
ous places for the new location, and Northampton was
fixed upon. The requisite sum for completing the plan,
however, was not subscribed by the town of Northampton,
and the scheme failed. At Amherst, in the mean time,
a spirit of enterprise had been excited, and $50,000 being
subscribed, an institution, wdth studies similar to those of
Yale College, was begun there in 1821. In 1822, it ap-
plied for a charter, which was refused ; but, after repeated
applications, a cautious and restricted charter, giving the
Legislature powers possessed over the government of no
other college in the State, was granted to this institution.

Beginning under inauspicious circumstances, and, for
years contending with many obstacles, the college has
continued to advance, till it has become one of the most
extensive and efficient seminaries in New England. In
1821, it began with 56 pupils ; in 1837, it numbered 259,
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which was even more than were then in the University at
Cambridge.

This brief recital would seem to afford a sufficient an-
swer to most of the objections which have been urged
against Amherst College. Time and experience have set
at rest many of the doubts and fears, real or imaginary,
which it once excited ; and if the institution were to be
tried upon the simple question of its past usefulness, and
present prospect of continued advantage to the State,
it would fall behind no other seminary in the Common-
wealth in its claims to encouragement and support.

And is not this the only true ground upon which the
case should be tried ? It has indeed been urged on the
one hand, that Cambridge college has, at various times,
received grants to the amount of half a million of dollars;
and, on the other, it has been said, that a special provis-
ion is found in the charter of Amherst College, that the
grant of the said charter shall imply no obligation to be-
stow upon it the bounty of the State. But, in the opin-
ion of the Committee, these facts do not affect the ques-
tion at issue. The money granted to Cambridge was not

given as a disinterested and gracious boon to that college,
but only as a means of benefiting the State, by promoting
the cause of education. No obligation, therefore, to give to

any other college, flows from these grants to Cambridge.
The only way in which they can properly affect the present
question is, as evidence of the settled policy of the State in
aiding education by giving pecuniary aid to literary institu-
tions. To this end, the fact is worthy of consideration, but
to no other. Nor on the other hand is the reservation in the
charter of Amherst, above mentioned, to be used as a bar
to the present prayer. The petition must, therefore, rest

solely on the proof brought by the petitioners, of the
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benefit that will accrue to the State, by sustaining Am-
herst College, and thereby sustaining and advancing the
cause of education.

In this view the Committee deem it wholly unneces-

sary minutely to review the history of this institution, or
to discuss topics to which time and events have given an
explicit interpretation. If it were a question, whether a
college at Amherst were needed, it is so no longer. An
institution is there, and, in the face of opposition, it has
rooted itself strongly among the people, thus putting to
rest the mooted question of its utility and necessity.

The inquiry as to the usefulness of our colleges in
general, is not one that is submitted to the Committee.
That is settled, and wisely settled, by the Constitution of
the Commonwealth, Education is the great lever of hu-
man improvement—the magic wand which converts the
savage into the civilized man. But this is a discovery
not made by the illiterate, or felt by the ignorant. Who,
then, shall be the missionaries of knowledge—to diffuse
its lights, and spread abroad its benefits? It has been
found, that literary institutions of a high character can
alone furnish a supply of those enlightened men, wr ho them-
selves warmed with truth, devote their lives, with vigor
and effect to the kindling of it in the breasts of their fel-
low men. Ignorance is the natural enemy of knowledge,
as darkness ever tends to swallow up light. The cause
of education, great and glorious as it is, must fight its
way against the prejudices and dislikes of the narrow-
minded and unenlightened. To sustain this warfare and
overcome in the contest, and redeem society from the
shadows of moral and intellectual night, it is necessary
to send forth, from year to year, those whose hearts and
minds have been enlightened and elevated by drinking
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deep at the fountains of truth. Our colleges are designed
to be such fountains, and as such have received the sanc-
tion of our fathers—as such, have come down to us con-
secrated by their example, and sheltered by the banner
of the Constitution.

The position of the question before the Committee
seems, then, to be practically this : A literary institution,
—such as the Constitution commends to the attention of
the Legislature,—one that has been tried and found use-
ful, one that experience has demonstrated to he neces-
sary to the support of the cause of education in the
State,—asks lor aid, such as has been given to similar
institutions ; and shall this he granted ?

But one preliminary inquiry seems necessary, before
answering this question in the affirmative, and that is,
will the aid prayed for by the memorialists, give efficiency
to the action of Amherst College? There was a time,
when such an inquiry as this would have been deemed
impertinent; for money bestowed on a college was once
supposed to be of course a benefit. But later experience
has shown, that ample endowments may rather hinder
than promote the success of a literary institution, by
withdrawing the necessity of vigor and vigilance on the
part of its managers, to sustain it. The present case,
however, comes not within the range of this remark, for
the grant desired is not for the purpose of making the
college rich, but only to relieve its managers from exist-
ing embarrassments, and to enable them to give full
scope to their means of usefulness.

On a strict examination, it is found by the trustees of
the institution, that the actual receipts of the college fall
short of their expenditures, by an annual amount of from
600 to 1,000 dollars, including interest accruing on debts



1839.] SENATE—No. 27.

incurred for buildings, library, and apparatus. They are,
therefore, running in debt, and year by year, sinking into
a state of exhaustion. At the same time, they need
more ample accommodations for students, and, as they
think, are in exigent need of additions to their library
and philosophical apparatus. Their present buildings are
also wasting for the want of repairs, which their present
means will not enable them to make. Beside this, in
spite of the most rigid economy, the institution is involved
in a debt of about 12,000 dollars, and which, in the pre-
sent state of things, must inevitably increase.

These facts, showing that in order to keep up the col-
lege to its former pitch of effort, some aid is indispensa-
ble, answer the question just suggested, and lead to the
plain inference that, in view of the interest of the State,
as involved in the interests of education—in view, also,
of the policy, cherished and enforced, alike by all former
practice in this Commonwealth—it is the duty of the
Legislature, to bestow aid upon this institution, according
to the prayer of the memorialists, whenever the State of
the public treasury shall justify it. The Committee be-
lieve that, at the present time, however, the state of the
treasury docs not justify a grant to the college as prayed
for, and therefore recommend a reference of the subject
to the next Legislature.

By order of the Committee.

House of Representatives, Feb. 1 1, 1839.
Accepted. Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.




