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To the Honorable the Senate, and the Honorable the
House of Representatives , in General Court assem-
bled :

The President and Trustees of Williams College—

That they feel it their duty to present to your honor-
able bodv, the condition and wants of the institution
entrusted to their care. The hist grant of the Common-
wealth to the college, which was made about twenty-
fire years ago, enabled the trustees, after reserving one-
fourth part of it as a permanent fund for the assistance
of indigent and worthy scholars, to establish a new pro-
fessorship, and otherwise increase the usefulness of the
institution. Through private liberality, they were able
at a later period, to add another professorship, and more
recently a third and fourth have been established—one
of them instead of a tutorship which has been discon-
tinued. During the same period, new buildings have been
erected at an expense equal to more than half the cost
of those before in possession, the library has been doubled,
a very valuable mineralogical collection formed, and the
philosophical and chemical apparatus increased threefold.

These additions and improvements have been made in
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obedience to the calls of tbe public for more ample means
and helps of education, and in accordance with what has
been done meanwhile in other colleges. They were made,
too, in the hope and expectation that the funds and other
means of the institution would prove adequate to meet
the charges consequent upon these arrangements. This
expectation has not been fully realized, from the effect of
causes not necessary to he now mentioned ; and a few
years since, the salaries of the officers, which were most
of them before very moderate, were, with their consent,
reduced to an amount felt by the trustees to he inade-
quate, and intended to he temporary. The whole ex-
pense annually for instruction is only four thousand five
hundred dollars, a sum very small compared with those
paid at other colleges, and too small to secure permanent-
ly the services of a competent body of instructors. The
expenses of living have also been increased by a general
rise of prices since this low scale of compensation was
adopted, and this has made it the more necessary to
restore at least what has been taken from the salaries of
the professors. Yet the funds of the institution have
been somewhat diminished ever since this retrenchment
was made, and the annual income, taking these years
together, has been below the expenses. Meanwhile it is
becoming necessary to incur additional charges for re-
pairs and the preservation of the college property. And
your petitioners are brought to the painful alternative of
endangering either the future success, or even permanen-
cy of the institution by serious encroachments on its
funds; or its present reputation and usefulness by with-
holding appropriations necessary to the preservation of
its property, and the adequate compensation of its officers.
Under these circumstances, your, petitioners seek at the
hands of the Legislature of the Commonwealth, the con-
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stitulional guardian and patron of education, such assis-
tance as will enable them to meet the current expenses
of the college without diminishing its present usefulness,
or darkening its future prospects.

The trustees of the college would also further repre-
sent that provision more full than they have hitherto been
able to make is still needed in some departments, partic-
ularly in modern languages, civil engineering, and practi-
cal mechanics; and your petitioners can at present look
only to the Legislature for the means of putting these
branches on the footing their importance demands.

And your petitioners will ever pray,

In behalf of the trustees,

M. HOPKINS,
President of the College.

Boston, Jan. 12th, 1839.

Senate, Jan. 16, 1839.

Referred to the Committee on the Petition of the Trus-
tees of Amherst College, for a similar object:

Sent down for concurrence.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 16, 1839.

Concurred.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.



[Feb,WILLIAMS COLLEGE.

The Joint Select Committee to whom was referred
the Petition of the President and Trustees of Williams
College, submit the following Report.

By order of the Committee,

S. G. GOODRICH.

CommontotalUj of J&assacljusctta.
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The first class of Williams College was graduated in
3795, since which time, it has been, according to its
means, one of the most active, energetic and successful
seminaries in the Commonwealth. Its annual number of
students has averaged about 120, and the whole number
of its alumni has been about 1300. The amount of aid
that it has received from the State is estimated at
$53,000; which would be about $4O for each graduate.

The last grant of the Commonwealth to this College
was in 1014, and consisted of 3-16ths of the Massachu-
setts Bank tax for ten years, amounting to $30,000. This
enabled the trustees, after reserving one-fourth of it as a
permanent fund for the assistance of indigent and worthy
scholars, to establish a new professorship, and otherwise
increase the usefulness of the institution. Through pri-
vate liberality, they have been able, at a later period, to
add another professorship, and more recently, a third and
fourth have been established. During the same period,
new buildings have been erected, at an expense equal to
more than half of those before in possession ; the library
has been doubled, a mineralogical collection formed, and
the philosophical and chemical apparatus increased three-
fold.

These additions and improvements appear to have been
made in obedience to a call for more ample means of in-
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struction, arising from a more elevated standard of edu-
cation in the country, and with a view to keep pace with
the improvements introduced into other colleges. The
expenses thus incurred were expected to have been met
by the funds and other resources of the institution, but,
owing to the concurrence of various causes, this expec-
tation was disappointed, and the college was consequently
found to be in a sinking state. The salaries of the pro-
fessors were but $BOO each—a sum considerably below
the salaries of professors of other colleges in New Eng-
land. But with a view to relieve the institution, in a
spirit of generous self-sacrifice, the professors in 1838,
relinquished $lOO a year on their several salaries, in the
expectation however, that they would be again raised to

$BOO. Though they have been disappointed in this, and
though embarrassments have continued to hang over the
institution, those who have had charge of it seem rather
to have been stimulated to activity, than paralyzed by
obstacles. In 1837, an astronomical observatory was
erected, the first, it should be remembered, in the United
States. Eighteen hundred dollars of the cost of this
building was subscribed by one of the professors, and he
receiving but a salary of $7OO. The sum of $4OOO was
raised by subscription, and an individual sent to Europe,
who there purchased a very valuable and complete philo-
sophical apparatus.

But though the efforts and sacrifices that have been
made on the part of the managers of the college, have not
merely prevented the institution from going backward,
but have actually advanced its progress in usefulness, yet
they now find themselves in exigent need of aid. The
reduction of the salaries of the professors, left them but a
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narrow and stinted income. A part of even this has been
surrendered to the institution in the way of donation, to
meet its frequent and earnest calls for assistance. To
the privations imposed by means so restricted, the pro-
fessors have submitted with cheerfulness, in the hope of
sustaining the institution, and under the assurance of the
trustees, that their salaries should be restored at the earli-
est possible dale,—a time, however, which has not yet
arrived.

It has been obvious to the president and trustees of the
college for some time, that this state of things could not

continue, and they have been anxiously looking around
for some means of relief. Since the retrenchment in the
salaries of the professors, there has been a gradual rise of
prices, which has at once diminished the anticipated re-
lief to the institution and enhanced the sacrifice to the
professors themselves. Under the most rigid system of
economy, there has been a gradual encroachment on the
funds of the institution, and it appears from the treas-

urer’s books, that these have been diminished nearly two

thousand dollars. From the following estimate, it will
appear that this diminution is still going on :

Annual Receipts of the College.

The average annual receipts from term bills, is $0,565
Interest of loans, exclusive of charity funds, 1,025
Receipts for degrees, 100
Rent of mansion house, 359

do. house of one of the professors, 60

$5,100
2
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Amount ofExpenses of the College.
Salaries of instructors, $4,375
Treasurer, 200
Librarian, 20
Average expenses, for the last five years, of re-

pairs, 480
For commencement, 173
Contingencies, 277

$5,525
Deduct receipts above, 5,100

Excess of the annual expenses over the receipts, $425

Nor does it appear, that this process of exhaustion, the
accumulated reduction of the funds already noticed, and
the inadequate support of the professors, constitute the
whole ground upon which the aid of the Legislature is
now solicited by the memorialists. The buildings of the
college require an immediate outlay for their security and
permanency, a sum entirely beyond any means within
reach of the trustees ; and in order to bring up the institu-
tion at once to its proper capacity and scope of useful-
ness, and to meet the wants of the public, they need to
make more ample provision for instruction in several de-
partments, particularly in modern languages, civil engi-
neering and practical mechanics. And where are the means
for supplying these various wants, to be obtained ? The
price of tuition is nine dollars a term. This is extremely
low ; but if it were increased, it would probablyreduce the
number of scholars, and is not deemed expedient. Re-
trenchment in every department has been carried to its
lowest limit, and private liberality has been applied to till
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it is deaf to the appeals of the institution. In this state
of things, the memorialists come to the Legislature, and
ask for relief.

The question presented appears to the Committee to
be simply this—shall 01 e of those colleges, that in com-
pliance with the injunctions of the Constitution has al-
ready received the bounty of the Commonwealth, and,
that according to its means, has been among the most
useful and successful of our seminaries, be sustained ?

The question is not whether it shall be enriched, —but
shall it be protected from exhaustion and borne forward
in its former career of usefulness. Shall the individuals
who have made so many sacrifices to support the college,
be relieved ? Shall the interest of the public, in the suc-
cess of this institution, be cherished ? It would seem
that there could be but one reply to these interrogations,
particularly as the college in question is situated in a part
of the State which enables it to afford peculiar facilities
for giving the means of education to the middling classes;
while at the same time, it is beyond the sphere of the
sympathy of the rich. While, therefore, any injuryto this
college would fall on those who can least afford to suffer
it, its means of relief, in case of extremity, are peculiarly
restricted. Your Committee, therefore, could not hesi-
tate as to their own duty, and the probable action of the
Legislature, were the funds of the State in a situation to

justify a grant of money. They do not indeed believe
that rich endowments necessarily benefit a literary insti-
tution, and they can imagine cases in which these tend
rather to retard than promote the usefulness of public
seminaries. But the present case involves no question of
this sort—it presents, indeed, only the single inquiry,
whether a literary institution, proved useful by long
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experiment, shall receive succour and support, at the
hands of a Legislature, acting under he Constitution of
Massachusetts.

Your Committee feel that the affirmative is the only
reply that can he given to this question, and should there-
fore not hesitate to report a definitive resolve in compli-
ance with the prayer of the petitioners, if the state of the
treasury did not seem to forbid it. In view of all the
circumstances, the Committee conceive, that a reference
of the subject to the next Legislature, leaving it to them
to act according to the facts then existing, will best sub-
serve the interests of the public and secure justice to
the claims of the petitioners.

House of Representatives, Feb. 25, 1839.

Accepted : Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.


