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To His Excellency Edward Everett :

Sir,

The enclosed Report would have been sent at the
time prescribed by law, but I was unable in consequence
of sickness, to prepare it.

Your obedient servant,

CHARLES MARSTON,
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To the Senate, and
House of Representatives:

I transmit for the information of the Legislature con-
formably to law, a communication from the Honorable
Charles Marston Commissioner of the District of Marsh-
pee, accompanying a Report of the state of the Treasury
and affairs of said District.

These documents are sent in the original, to the Hon-
orable Senate.

EDWARD EVERETT.

Council Chamber, 9th April, 1839,

MESSAGE.
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To His Excellency Edward Everett, Governor, and the
Honorable Council.

The Commissioner of the District of Marshpee, pur-
suant to the act establishing said district, makes report of
the state of the treasury and affairs of said district, as
follows, to wit:

1837,
Dec, 30—He charges himself, as treasurer of

said district, with notes and ac-
counts, in favor of said district, on
sundry persons, in his hands, on
settlement this day with the se-
lectmen of said district, $l2BB 60J

1838
By cash received of Commonwealth

for school from school fund and sur-
plus fund, 146 91

April, By cash of Commonwealth for sup-
port of sundry state paupers, 170 17

“ By cash of Commonwealth for boun-
ty on foxes, 8 00

Dec. By cash of selectmen for sale of wood,
1838, 35 00

“ By notes and cash of selectmen for
hire of meadow in 1838, 159 50

“ By notes and cash of selectmen for
rent of land and pasture in 1838, 38 00
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1838,
Dec. By cash and sundry notes of select-

men for sale of wood in 1838, 577 04J
“ By sundry notes of selectmen for

rent of land, 16 00
“ By sundry notes of selectmen, for re-

ceipts of 1837, 80 50
“ By sundry notes of selectmen, for re-

ceipts of 1835 and ’36, 47 00
“ By cash of selectmen, for receipts of

1835 and 6, not included informer
reports, 130 00

$2696 73
“ By cash, interest, of sundry persons, 24 92

$2721 65

1838, And he claims credit, as follows:
Jan. To cash paid Daniel Queppish, for

bounty on fox, 50
“ “ William Bates, for support

of Hannah Pocknet, 53 25
MarchS, “ Jonathan Hatch for teaching

school two mouths, 40 00
April 28, “ Ebenezer Attaquin for labor

on roads and carting for
poor, 27 09

“ “ “ Abram Jackson, for carting
for paupers, 4 50

“ “ “ Ezra Attaquin for board-
ing poor, 22 25

“ “ “ Wra. Marston, for supplies
to poor, 25 48
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1838,
April 28—To cash paid MosesPocknet for board-

ing poor, 30 10
“ “ “ Solomon C. Howland for

making coffins, 7 00
“ “ “ Daniel Queppish for services, 5 00
“ “ “ Joseph Gardner for labor, 2 53

May 7. “ Aaron Cornish for physician, 950
June 10. Paid Isaac Coombs for labor on

roads and carting for poor, 12 29
“ “ Ezra Stephenson as physician, 50 00

Dec. “ E. G. Perry for teaching school,
and cash paid by him for
school teacher in summer, 175 55

“ “ town of Wareham on account of
Hannah Pocknet, a pauper, 39 52

“ “ Abner Hicks for boarding poor, 34 78
“ “ O. M. Hinckley for school books, 31 00
“ “ Braddock Crocker for supplies

to poor, 76 84
“ “ Moses Pocknet boarding the

poor, 21 62
“ “ Solomon Attaquin for labor on

roads, 21 25
“ “ on account of schools, 16 30

37 65
“ “ K. T. Crocker for supplies to

poor, 7 86
“ “ Ebenezer Low for labor on

roads and carting for the poor, 14 00
<< “ Abiathar Crocker, labor on

roads, 10 00
« “ carting for poor, 13 58

2B 58
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1838,
Dec. Paid Thomas Phinney Cor labor, 4 00

“ “ Calvin Fish, supplies to poor, 31 25
“ “ Ezra Attaquin, supplies to

poor, 22 82
“ “ labor on roads, 21 92

44 74
“ “ Isaac Jones, supplies to the

poor, 81 26|
“ “ on account of school, 15 60

96 76£
“ “ Peter Lewis, supplies to the

poor, 60 16
“ “ on account of school, 8 55

6B 71
“ “ Sundry persons on account of

paupers, 27 50
“ “ for school books heretofore, 9 82
“ “ David Lovell, for labor on

roads, 3 00
“ “ carting for poor, 12 75

l6 75
“ “ Asa Phinney, for supplies to poor, 115 00
“ “ James B. Amos, for services as

District Clerk, 8 00
“ “ O. A. Coombs, for labor on high-

ways, 10 25
“ “ Selectmen, services for the year

ending in the spring 1838,
Solomon Attaquin, $4O 00
Ebenezer Attaquin, 55 00
Moses Pocknet, 35 00

l3O 00
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1738,
Dec. To services as commissioner in attending

district meetings, and meeting with
selectmen at various times, at and
from home, and other labors, $3O 00
Horse and Carriage hire, 10 00
Services as Treasurer, 40 00

BO 00

$1,393 63£
Balance due the district on settlement, in notes

and accounts against sundry persons, in the
hands of the treasurer, 1,328 01£

$2,721 65

December 31, 1838.

CHARLES MARSTON,

Commissioner and Treasurer of the District of Marshpee.

We have examined the foregoing account, with the
vouchers to support it, and are satisfied, that the same is
correct, and hereby declare our approval thereof.

EBENEZER ATTAQUIN,
SOLOMON ATTAQUIN,
MOSES POCKNET,

Selectmen of the District of Marshpee.

December 31, 1838.
2
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The revenue of the district arises from the rent of
meadow and land, and sale of standing wood, on the com-
mon lands, the whole amount cannot consistently he all
collected in cash at the time of sale, therefore notes are
taken for the balance, and it would naturally follow, per-
haps even with much caution that now and then a note
would become bad. or be a discount on it, although the
annual average loss would be but small, not more than
would be lost by bad taxes on the same amount in other
towns. A considerable part of the above balance now
in the hands of the treasurer is in notes and accounts
which are of but little value, a portion of which was
handed over with other effects by the overseers at the
change of the law in 1834 being unavailable receipts,
for rent of land and meadow, and for sale of wood, which
has been accumulating for thirty years, (a small part of
this was for receipts for the last ten years before the
change of the law,) being but a small annual average loss,
from ten to fifteen dollars. These notes the overseers did
not feel authorized to discharge ; they therefore remained
in the treasury, but a greater portion of these unavailable
securities have been taken by the selectmen for rents of
land and meadow, and sale of wood in the years 1835,
1836, and 1837. They were cautioned from time to time
not to take any notes which had not a good endorser, but
they have been negligent in this respect. At the com-

mencement of the past year (1838,) considering it to be
my duty as commissioner and treasurer I informed them

Statement of the Affairs of Marshpee.
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that I could not receipt for notes that 1 considered worth-
less or of little value : the selectmen were satisfied that
the course I had taken was perfectly proper, and they
were determined to be more careful thereafter, and such
measures were taken as have secured to the district the
receipts of the past year (1838,) so far as rendered, in
cash or good paper, allowing a discount of a few dollars.
The district has passed a vote instructing the selectmen
to discharge from the treasury all securities that they con-
sider worthless, which will probably be done the coming
year, an account of which will appear in the commission-
er’s report, to the intent that the state of their financial
affairs may be well understood.

There is due from the district, for the sup-
port of the poor, &c., by estimation, . $867 00

Due to the district, for rent of land and marsh,
and sale of wood, not yet come into the
hands of the treasurer, for the years 1835 and
1836. . .

.
.

. 157 29
Also, due for rent of land and marsh, and for

sale of wood, not yet come into the hands of
the treasurer, for the year 1837, .

. 83 66

$240 95
This does not include ship-timber for a vessel built in

part by sundry proprietors.
It is not expected that the selectmen can ever collect

this outstanding rent of $240 95.
Whole amount of income from the district the year

past, as at present rendered to the commissioner, is asfollows :
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Sale of wood, ....$648 97
Rent of meadow, .

.
. 175 75

“ land, . . . 64 87
From Commonwealth for schools, . 146 91

“ “ state pauper acc’t, 170 17
“ “ bounty on foxes, 8 00

$1,214 67

Of the above income, there has been paid in to the
treasurer,—
Cash of Commonwealth for schools, . sl*4-6 91

“ “ state paupers, 170 17
“ “ bounty on foxes, 8 00

By the selectmen, in cash and notes, for sale
of wood and rents of land and meadow, 825 24£

Amount not yet paid in tor sale of wood, &c., 64 34i

$1,214 67

The expenses of the past year are as follows :

For the poor, . . . . . $BlB 49
“ schools, .... 242 00
“ highways and bridges, . . 66 45
“ selectmen’s services, .

. . 130 00
“ incidental expenses, . .

13 50
“ Commissioner’s services as commissioner

and treasurer in the ordinary affairs of
the district, and extra services, . 80 00

$1,350 44
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The District of Marshpee is divided into two school
districts. A school has been taught during the past year
five months, including both school districts, by a male
teacher, at an expense of $124, and seven months by a fe-
male teacher, at an expense of $9O, including board. Books
have been furnished by the district to the amount of
$2B; whole expense, $242, of which, $146 91 has been
received from the Commonwealth with grateful remem-
brance. Whole number of scholars between the ages of
four and sixteen, is 68 ; of which, 31 are females, and 37
males. The average attendance in the summer is about
36, and in the winter, about 60. The schools are well
supplied with books. Two schools are now in operation,
one is taught by a male teacher, (Rev. E. G. Perry,) at
wages of $3O per month, including board ; the other is
taught by a female, (Miss WinslowJ whose wages are
$l6 per month, including board. Both teachers are qual-
ified according to law, faithful, well calculated to be use-
ful in their employment, and appear to take a great in-
terest in the welfare of the scholars.

All which is respectfully submitted,

CHARLES MARSTON,
Commissioner ofthe District of Marshpee.

SOLOMON ATTAQUIN,
EBENEZER ATTAQUIN,

Selectmen of the District of Marshpee.

December 31, 1838.

P. S. The other selectman was not present.




