
SENATE....:rvo. 8.

To the Honorable Senate, and the Honorable House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The undersigned, land agent of said Commonwealth, in pur-
suance of his official duty the past year, has attended to the
sale, and general management, of the public lands in the state
of Maine, belonging to this Commonwealth, and respectfully
asks leave to submit the following

Early in the past year, the land agent of the state of
Maine united with me in a contract with Abner Coburn and
Oliver Frost, to make and turnpike about nine miles of the
Aroostook road, subject to the supervision and examination of
its construction, by some person to be employed by us for that
purpose. The work has been performed, and the contract exe-
cuted with promptness. The culverts and bridges are well
made, the road properly gravelled, and, indeed, the whole con-
tract has been faithfully executed, and in the most satisfactory
manner, as appears by the report made to us by Ira Fish, who

ftommontuciiUl) of iHassiicljuscttioi.
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was appointed by us an agent to inspect the making the road
as it progressed. There remains to be turnpiked only about
twelve miles more of said road this side of the Aroostook river,
which, when completed, will furnish an excellent communica-
tion between the Penobscot country, and the Aroostook valley,
and bring the whole of the territory in that valley within a
short travelling distance, and easy of access. There are a
great many excellent townships of land, situate in said valley,
well timbered with the best of pines, and other growth ; some
of them, however, will fall within the limits of the disputed
territory. Many persons are desirous, and even anxious, to be
permitted to make purchases of lands in that section, both for
lumbering and agricultural purposes. But, by a resolve of the
Legislature of this Commonwealth, passed the twentieth day
of June, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, the further sales of
lands lying within the British claim were suspended until fur-
ther order of the General Court. If, however, the order for
suspending sales had not been made, it would nevertheless
have been highly injudicious to proceed in the sale of lands,
while subject to the existing incumbrance, as prices adequate
to their intrinsic value could not reasonably be expected to be
obtained, and whether the claim be well or ill founded, the
consequences would have been the same.

There are also several townships lying within the debateable
region, belonging to this Commonwealth, of very superior qual-
ity for agriculture, on which there are many families settled,
having in possession good farms. The citizens of Maine are
very desirous, that an exchange of such townships should be
made with them, giving us timber lands in lieu therefor. It is
probable some action of the Legislature of the state of Maine
will be had the present session in reference to this subject.

In the course of the last spring and summer, we have had
twelve townships explored and surveyed, including an area of
about four hundred and thirty-two square miles, and about two
hundred and seventy-six thousand five hundred acres. Said
townships are numbered five, six, seven and eight, in each of
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the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth ranges, and situated at the
sources of the Penobscot, Aroostook, and Allagash rivers. We
have also had several other townships surveyed into quarters,
and a particular report, plan and field minutes returned to the
land offices, descriptive of their localities, qualities, and growth
of timber, with remarks on the capacities of the rivers and
streams to furnish sufficient water for floating the heavy growth
of timber to market, &c.

These documents are placed on the files of this office, and
also in the land office of the state of Maine, open for the inspec-
tion ofall persons, who may be inclined to become purchasers
of any part, or portion of the land. Some are satisfied to spec-
ulate, without any further knowledge of the character of the
soil, than what may be obtained by an examination of the
documents above mentioned, while others, with commendable
prudence, prefer to make a personal examination, and judge of
the character and advantages of the country for themselves.
We have always encouraged this latter course when it could
be done with convenience, as it removes from us all responsi-
bility and blame, should the result of their speculation disap-
point their expectations. This process, however, requires
much time, and consequently our progress in effecting sales
must be corresponding in its completion.

We have, in the course of the past year, sold a portion of the
lands, held in common and undivided by the states of Massa-
chusetts and Maine, viz., the following tracts:

Township No. 6, 11th range, 22,788 acres, $35,500
East half No. 5, 10th “ 11,040 “ 8,400
Part of No. 7, 10th “ 3,707 “ 5,000
West half No. 7, 9th “ 10,988£ “ 10,988 60
N. W. qr. No. 5, 10th “ 5,732 “ 5,732
S. W. qr. No. 4, 14th “ 6,212 “ 7,765

60,467 J $73,385 50

One moiety to Massachusetts, 30,233| $36,692 75
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I have, also, in addition to the sales above mentioned, sold
some tracts of land, which were held in severalty by this Com-
monwealth, and will appear in the account which is herewith
transmitted.

By a resolve passed the first day of April, eighteen hundred
and thirty-six, it was made the duty of the Land Agent to no-
tify certain proprietors of lands, that they be required to fulfil
the condition of placing on their lands, the number of families
which, by the terms of their deeds, it was made their duty to
place thereon, or pay a commutation for the deficiency. In
obedience to said resolve, the several proprietors were accord-
ingly notified without delay. Many have complied with its
requirements, by either furnishing evidence that the duty has
been seasonably performed, or paid the commutation ; others
have not paid any attention whatever to the notification, or
neglected to pay the commutation when called upon. These
latter delinquents are not numerous. It is probable the embar-
rassments which have affected the country for the few years
back, have prevented that punctuality which, under other cir-
cumstances, would not have occurred. But it seems to me,
that those proprietors who have often been requested, and have
wholly neglected to furnish the evidence of settlement, or to
pay the commutation, ought to be compelled so to do, without
much further delay, or forfeit the title to their lands. The
condition for placing on settlers, was considered at the time
the conveyances were made, as forming a very considerable
part of the consideration therefor, and if the condition had not
have been required, they would have had to pay originally, a
much larger sum of purchase money. Some of the purchasers
of the public lands, during the wild speculating mania which
prevailed through the country a few years back, who before
purchasing did not examine with proper care the situation and
character of the townships, which prudence would seem to
have dictated, consequently subjected themselves to be much
deceived in estimating this species of property at more than its
intrinsic value,—afterwards, on making a closer inspection,
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have found that the growth in which consists at this time the
principal value of wild lands situated so remote from the set*
tlements, did not equal their confident expectations. Persons
of this description are now seeking for some relief to enable
them to escape from ruin, or at least from severe loss. Others
who made their purchases at an earlier period, at reasonable
prices, and who have since sold, passing their titles rapidly
from hand to hand, and always at an enhanced price to each suc-
cessive purchaser, each of the parties obligating themselves to
pay to the Commonwealth what remained unpaid of the origi-
nal obligations, together with the additional accumulation of
principal and interest, due to each of the several persons through
whose hands the title had passed.

The present holders now finding they have bought heed-
lessly, and at ruinous prices, neglect to pay what is due the
Commonwealth. Consequently some of the notes given for
the purchase of lands, yet remain unpaid. In all eases where
payments are not punctually made, the fee has not passed from
the Commonwealth ; the contracts are consequently void by
their expressed terms. The contractors are therefore subject,
not only to a loss of title, but to a forfeiture of all the money
they may have paid on their contracts. And if any timber has
been cut from time to time on any of said lands, the value has
been secured, and endorsed upon the obligations given therefor.

These unfortunate purchases, produced for some time past in
the public mind a distrust unfavorable to the estimated value of
the public domain. I have been induced, in consequence of
this feeling, to keep the land out of the market as much as pos-
sible, or at least not to push the sales till some favorable change
in affairs. The appearances now indicate an active improve-
ment, and I have no doubt that sales will be more satisfactorily
effected in future, and were it not for the unfortunate contro-
versy respecting a portion of the territory, a more rapid settle-
ment would be made in the interior, on the banks of the Aroos-
took river, and other branches of the river Saint John, which
would materially advance the price of the public lands.
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From the best information 1 have been able to obtain, there
has been very little, ifany trespassing committed upon the pub-
lic lands the past year, and especially in that section claimed by
Great Britain, which has heretofore been the scene of the
greatest depredations.

Hereunto I have annexed an account of the sales since my
last annual report, the amount of monies and securities received,
and the disbursements of the same.

All which is respectfully submitted,

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Lartd Office, Jan. loth, 1841
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1840.
Feb. 6, To cash paid Ira Fish, on account of making part of

the Aroostook road, - - - $B4O 00
“ 10, To cash paid expenses ofa journey to Augusta, - 49 88

March 10, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill tor writing
and attendance in the Laud Office and Library, 120 00

April 11, To cash paid Ira Fish, balance due for making the
Aroostook road, .... 1,541 42

“ 11, To amount of sundry notes delivered the Treasurer,
given for lands, ..... 5,360 00

“ 29, ;To cash paid Edwards & Smith’s bill, advertising
public lands, - - - - - 2 00

May 16,; To cash paid Abner Coburn, on account, contract
for making the Aroostook road, - - 250 00

“ 21, To cash paid Zebulon Ingersoll’s bill, measuring
timber and searching after trespassers, - - 212 00

“ 21, To cash paid Samuel Cook’s bill, do. - - 336 75
“ 21, do do do do for surveying and

exploring lands, &c. - - ... 122 01
“ 27, To cash paid one half Win. Howard’s bill, surveying

timber and exploring the undivided lands, - 365 10
“ 27, To cash paid D. Parker’s bill, surveying township

No. 3,5 th range, - - - - 50 57
“ 29, To cash paid expenses of a journey to Penobscot

and Houlton, ----- 123 56
June 6, To cash paid Oliver Frost, on account of contract

for making part of the Aroostook road, - 250 00
“ 10, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, - - 78 00
“ 19, To cash paid into the Treasury, ... 1,992 63

July 15, To cash paid expenses journey to Penobscot, - 48 17
Sept. 10, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, -

- 78 00
“ 18, To cash paid Abner Coburn, on account Aroostook

road contract, ..... 500 00
“ 25, To cash paid advertising lands in the Bangor Dem-

oerat, - 150
“ 25, To cash paid do do Bangor Whig, 200
“ 25, To cash paid R. S. Prescott, for sundry writing at

Bangor, 5 00
“ 26, iTo cash paid one half Andres Dwinell’s bill, meas-

uring timber on the undivided lands, -
- 134 62

“ 26, To cash paid one half 1). Parker’s bill, surveying T.
No. 7,9th range, - - - - 25 46

“ 26, To cash paid one half Pray and Thompson’s bill,
advertising, - - - - - 1 25

“ 26, To cash paid one half Atwood & Son’s auctioneer’s
bill, ...... 1 75

“ 26, To cash paid one half Parrott & Bradley’s bill, sur-
veying and exploring twelve townships, - 833 43

“ 26, ITo cash paid B. C. Atwood & Co. auctioneer’s bill, 10 50

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo.
W. Coffin, Land Agent, . . . Dr.
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Account continued,
-----Dr.

1840.
Sept 29, To cash paid expenses of journey to Penobscot,

Houlton, &c. ----- $lO4 18
“ 30, To cash paid into the Treasury, - 8,651 84

Oct’r 2, To cash paid Abner Coburn, on account contract
for Aroostook road, .... 250 00

“ 5, To cash paid into the Treasury, ... 3,550 00
“ 5, To amount of notes delivered the Treasury, given

for lands, ..... 18,595 40
“ 23, To cash paid Oliver Frost, on account Aroostook

road contract, per order in favor of Crockett & Co. 206 00
and in favor of Jenness and Gage, - - 319 00

Nov. 16, To cash paid Abner Coburn, on account Aroostook
road contract, ----- 673 15

“ 17, To cash paid into the Treasury, ... 885 78
Dec. 5, To do do do 574 00

“ 17, To do Edw’d A. Snelling’s bill, - - 78 00
« 18, To do into the Treasury, ... 3,482 12
“ 18, To amount notes delivered to the Treasurer, given

for lands, ..... 5,398 00
“ 24, To cash paid Ira Fish’s bill, for superintending

Aroostook road, - -
- - 99 21

“ 26, To cash paid into the Treasury, ... 1.640 41
» 31, To salary, one year, - - - - 1,200 00
“ 31, To cash paid postage for 1840, ... 13 55

$59,056 24
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1840. |
Jan. 7, |By amount notes, acceptances, and out-

standing accounts, as per last year’s
account, - - - - $12,365 19j

( Amount interest on do. - - 130 23

12,496 42
Amount uncollected, ... 1,591 47

510,903 95
Feb. 6, By cash received of C. &W. I). Crooker, Acres, j

for some small islands in Penobscot
Bay, - -

-
- - 75 | 150 00

“ 6, 1 By cash and notes received ofS, P. &H.
Strickland, for the east half of T. No. 5,

I 10th range, - 5,520 i 4,200 00
“ 6, By cash and notes received of Samuel

Smith, for part ofT. No. 7, 10th range, 1,85341 2,500 00
June 19, By cash received ofWilliam Howard, for

lots in T. A. 2d range, - - 756 395 08
Aug. 18, 1 By cash received of Geo. A. Pierce, for

i lots in T. B. 10th range, - - 188 i 188 00
Sept. 21, By cash and notes received of Joseph

Floyd, for the west half of T. No. 7,
9th range, - - - - 5,494.1 5,494 25

“ 26,! By cash received of sundry persons for
timber cut on the public lands, -

- - 10,226 26
“ 26, By cash and notes received of Lewis

Hancock, for Township No. 6, 11th
range, - - - - 11,394 j 17,750 00

Oct. 26,I By cash received of Sarah Blake, for the
commutation of settling duties on the
grant to Portland Academy, - - - 387 95

Nov. 17,; By cash and notes received of Samuel
Smith, for the N. W. qr. of T. No. 5,
10th range, - 2,866 , 2,866 00

Dec. 2, By cash and notes received ofN. G. Nor-
cross, for the S. E. qr. of T. No. 4, 14th
range, -

- - 3,106 ! 3,882 50
“ 24, JBy cash received of Ira Fish, for lot No.

2, T. No. 3,5 th range, - - 95 112 25

Acres— 31,3471 $59,056 24

2

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo.
W. Coffin. Land Agent, . .

. Cr.




