
SENA.TR rvo. 9

To the President of the Senate :

I found among the files placed in my hands by my pre-
decessor, Resolutions from the States of Maine and In-
diana, and in conformity with the object of those States,
I transmit them for the information and use of the two
Houses. These Resolutions were adopted in regard to
the North-Eastern boundary, and I may be permitted in
this connexion to add, that I see little prospect of an
early adjustment of this disturbing matter—indeed I fear
there is no disposition on the part of Great Britain to
bring it to an issue upon its merits.

The terms of the treaty of 1783 are plain and intelli-
gible and not easily perverted. They make the elevation
of land which divides the rivers that flow into the St.
Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean,
the dividing line between the United States and Canada
on the north. On the east, the treaty provides that the
line shall be run from the source of the St. Croix, directly
north to this highland which so divides these waters, and
at the point of intersection shall be the north-west angle
of Nova Scotia. When we consider the provisions of
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this treaty, and the known facts, it seems impossible that
any question raising a doubt, can exist.

The question is, where does the treaty place the north-
west angle of Nova Scotia ?

We know there is a river called the St. Lawrence, hav-
ing many streams rising in the highlands south of it, and
flowing into it.

We know also that several rivers rise on the other side
of these high grounds, and flowing in a southerly direc-
tion, fall into the Atlantic Ocean. The existence of these
streams is unquestioned, and that necessarily places be-
yond all doubt, the fact that their sources must be separ-
ated by land high enough to divide them, for such is the
law of nature.

We know also that the source of the St. Croix has
been ascertained, and a monument erected by agreement.
We know, farther, that from this monument, a line has
been traced directly north, some forty miles to a place
near Mars Hill.

All that remains, therefore, to be done, according to the
terms of the treaty, is to continue this line to the lands
that divide the waters flowing into the St. Lawrence from
those which fall into,the Atlantic Ocean, and at the end
of it is the north-west angle of Nova Scotia. It is impos-
sible to comprehend how any serious obstacle to the ac-
complishment of this can exist. Another half century
may pass away, and additional folios may be written; the
country may be explored, and new things discovered, but
these facts will never be changed, or the decisive charac-
ter of the evidence in support of the treaty.

Under these circumstances, it is painful to see the mea-
sures pursued in support of a groundless pretension to
take from us a territory larger than our State, as their
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tendency is to disturb our pacific relations, and bring the
two countries into a conflict. The late report of the
British Commissioners, if it be characteristic of the policy
to be pursued, may well fill the public mind with indigna-
tion, and the false reasoning and unwarrantable conclu-
sions contained in it, ought to be fully exposed. It is not,
however, within our province to adjust the controversy,
yet having a great interest at stake in that territory, as
well as in the peace and honor of the United States, it
would seem to be no more than just to respond to this
call upon us by our sister State ; to extend to her our
sympathy for the manifold wrongs inflicted upon her, and
to assure Congress of our hearty disposition to maintain
the integrity of the country.

J. DAVIS.
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Resolves relating to the North-Eastern Boundary .

Resolved, That the patriotic enthusiasm with which
several of our sister States the past year tendered us with
their aid to repel a threatened foreign invasion, demand
our grateful recollection, and whilst this spirit of self-sac-
rifice and self-devotion to the national honor pervades the
Union, we cannot doubt, that the integrity of our territory
will be preserved.

Resolved , That the promptness and unanimity with
which the last Congress, at the call of this State, placed
at the disposal of the President, the arms and treasures of
the nation for our defence, the firmness of the Executive
in sustaining the action of this State, and repelling the
charge of an infraction of the arrangement made with
the British Lieutenant Governor in March last, and charg-
ing back upon the British government the violation of that
agreement—their decision in demanding the removal of
the British troops now quartered upon the disputed terri-
tory as the only guaranty that they sincerely desire an
amicable adjustment of the boundary question, afford us
confident assurance that this State will not be compelled
single-handed to take up arms in defence of our territory
and the national honor, and that the crisis is near when
this question will be settled by the national government,
either by negotiation or by the ultimate resort.

STATE OF MAINE.
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Resolved , That unless the British government, during
the present session of Congress, make, or accept a distinct
and satisfactory proposition for the immediate adjustment
of the boundary question, it will be the duty of the gene-
ral government to take military possession of the disputed
territory; and in the name of a sovereign State we call
upon the national government to fulfil its constitutional
obligations to establish the line, which they have solemnly
declared to be the true boundary, and to protect this State
in extending her jurisdiction to the utmost limits of our
territory.

Resolved, That we have a right to expect the general
government will extend to this member of the Union, by
negotiation or by arms, the protection of her territorial
rights, guaranteed by the federal compact, and thus save
her from the necessity of falling back upon her natural
and reserved rights of self-defence and self-protection—-
rights which constitutions can neither give nor take away ;

hut, should this confidence of a speedy crisis be disap-
pointed, it will become the imperative duty of Maine to
assume the defence of our State and national honor, and
expel from our limits the British troops now quartered
upon our territory.

Resolved , That the Governor be requested to forward
copies of these resolutions to the President and Heads of
Departments, and to the Senators and Representatives in
Congress from this State, with a request to the latter to
lay them before the respective bodies of which they are
members, also to the Governors of the several States, with
a request to lay them before their several Legislatures.
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In the House of Representatives, March 18, 1840.

Read and passed.
H. HAMLIN, Speaker.

In Senate, March 18, 1840.
Read and passed.

STEPHEN C. FOSTER, President.

March 18, 1840.—Approved.
JOHN FAIRFIELD.

State of Maine, )

Executive Department, Augusta, March 31, 1840. )

To His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts :

Sir,—You will herewith receive certain Resolutions
adopted by the Legislature of this State, relating to the
North-Eastern Boundary, which I have the honor to trans-
mit, in obedience to a request therein contained.

I am, Sir, very respectfully,
Your ob’t serv’t,

JOHN FAIRFIELD,
Governor of Maine.



1841.] SENATE—No. 9.

A Preamble and Joint Resolutions in relation to the North
Eastern Boundary.

Whereas, The General Assembly of the State of Ohio
have adopted and caused to be laid before this General
Assembly the following resolutions, to wit: “Whereas,
by the Declaration of Independence on the fourth of
July, seventeen hundred and seventy-six, the United
States of America became a sovereign and independent
nation, with full power over the territory within her limits ;

and whereas, at the treaty of seventeen hundred and
eighty-three, between the United States of America and
Great Britain, the Northern and North-Eastern boundaries
between the two Governments were fairly designated and
distinctly described ; and whereas the said British Gov-
ernment has since set up claims to a part of the ter-
ritory of these states, and now lying within the State of
Maine ; and whereas, the subjects of the British Crown
have recently invaded and trespassed upon the territory of
the State of Maine, and within the limits of this con-
federacy ; and destroyed the property belonging to the
State : Therefore, Be it resolved by the General Assem-
bly of the State of Ohio, That we view with united
approbation the prompt and energetic action of the au-
thorities of Maine, to protect the rights and honor, not
only of their own State, but of the whole Union : lie-
solved, That the act of Congress, conferring upon the

STATE OF INDIANA.
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President of the United States ample power and means
to protect this nation from foreign invasion, has our full
and most hearty assent: Resolved, That while we highly
approve the efforts made by the President of the United
States, to avert from this country the calamities of war,
and earnestly hope that they may be, as they have been
heretofore successful; yet should a collision take place
between this Government and Great Britain, in the set-
tlement of the pending dispute, Ohio tenders her whole
means and resources to the authorities of this Union, in
sustaining our rights and honor : Resolved, that the Gov-
ernor be directed to transmit a copy of the foregoing pre-
amble and resolutions to the President of the United
States, and to the Governors of the several states,”
March 18, 1839 ;

Therefore—

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of
Indiana, That we fully concur in and heartily approve of
the above resolutions of the General Assembly of the
State of Ohio.

Resolved, That while we cherish the hope that in the
adjustment of the question of our national boundary, the
integrity of our soil, and the national honor may be pre-
served inviolate without an appeal to arms, yet will
ever prefer honorable war rather than dishonorable peace.

Resolved, That should a collision take place between
this Government and Great Britain in the settlement of
the pending dispute, Indiana tenders her whole means
and resources to the authorities of the Union in sustain-
ing our rights and honor.

o o

Resolved, That the Governor be directed to transmit a
copy of the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions to the
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President of the United States, to each of our Senators
and Representatives in Congress, and to the Governors of
the several States.

J. G. READ,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

DAVID HILLIS,
President of the Senate.

Approved. February 24, 1840.
DAVID WALLACE.

( Executive Department,
I Indianapolis, March 10, 1840.

His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts :

Sir,—In compliance with the request of the General
Assembly of this State, I have the honor to forward a
copy of their Preamble and Joint Resolutions in relation
to the North-Eastern boundary.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

DAVID WALLACE.
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