
SENATE.....No. 20.

Senate, Jan. 6, 1841.

The Committee on Manufactures, to whom were referred
the several petitions praying for the appointment of
measurers of upper leather, and the remonstrance
against the same, have fully considered the subject, and
beg leave to report the accompanying bill.

In behalf of the Committee.
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AN ACT
Providing for the Measuring of Upper Leather.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. The inspector general of leather, and his
2 deputies, appointed in pursuance of the provisions of
3 the twenty-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes,
4 shall perform all the duties required by this act.
1 Sec. 2. No upper leather, made of the hides of
2 neat cattle, buffalo or other animal, usually heretofore
3 sold by measure, except such as shall have been pre-
-4 viously measured and sealed by one of the inspectors
3 of this State, or by some inspector lawfully appointed
6 for that purpose, in some other of the United States,
7 shall be sold to any person, for any purpose whatso-
-8 ever, within any town or city in which there is an in-
-9 spector, whether such upper leather is manufactured
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10 within this State or brought into the same from any
11 place whatsoever, until the same shall have been meas-
-12 ured and sealed by one of the inspectors of such town
13 or city within this State.

1 Sec. 3. If any person shall, within any city or
2 town, for which an inspector has been appointed, buy
3 or sell any upper leather, heretofore sold by measure,
4 which shall not have been measured and sealed as

s'aforesaid, he shall forfeit one dollar for each side ol
6 upper leather so bought or sold, to be recovered by an
7 action of debt, to the use of the town or city where
8 the offence shall have been committed.
1 Sec. 4. Every inspector, whenever requested, shall,
2 within the town for which he is appointed, measure
3 and seal all upper leather offered to him for that pur-
-4 pose ; provided, however, that when there shall be
5 less than fifty sides of leather to be measured and
6 sealed, and the distance shall be more than one mile
7 from his place of residence, he may either require such
8 upper leather to be brought to him for measurement,
9 or may demand and shall be entitled to receive, at the

10 rate often cents for each mile which he may travel in
11 such case, to be computed both in going from and re-
-12 turning to his place of residence.

1 Sec. 5. Each deputy inspector, who is appointed
2 for any one town in a county, shall, upon application
3 made to him, measure and seal all upper leather in
4 any other town of the same county, where there is no
5 such inspector for such other town ; and he shall, also,
6 upon the like application, measure and seal upper
7 leather in any town of any adjoining county, where
8 there is no inspector appointed in such adjoining
9 county.
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1 Sec. 6. Each inspector shall furnish himself with
2 proper racks or measures for the purpose of ascertain-
-3 ing the exact number of square feet in each side of
4 upper leather, which shall be offered him for measure-
-6 ment ; and also with suitable seals ; and shall impress
6 thereon his name and the name of the place for which
7 he is inspector at full length, and also the exact meas-
-8 ure thereof in square feet and fractions.
1 Sec. 7. If any person shall counterfeit, alter or
2 deface such marks on any side of upper leather so
3 measured, he shall, for each offence, forfeit the sum of
4 twenty-five dollars to the use of the town where such
5 offence shall have been committed.
1 Sec. 8. The inspector general and each deputy
2 inspector shall be paid for measuring and sealing each
3 side of upper leather the sum of one cent., which
4 shall be paid by the purchaser; and the inspector gen-
-5 eral may receive one mill from each of his deputies
6 for each side of upper leather, which such deputy may
7 measure and seal as aforesaid.
1 Sec. 9. If any side of upper leather shall, when
2 in a merchantable state, so vary as to measure two and
3 a half per cent, more or less than the measure marked
4 thereon by the inspector who measured and sealed the
5 same, such inspector shall be subject to the payment
6 of the whole variation, at a fair valuation, to be re-
-7 covered in an action on the case by the party injured
8 thereby.


