
SENATE No. 29.

Ordered, That Messrs. Parsons and Child, with such
as the House may join, be a committee to consider what
legislation, if any, is necessary, upon the subject of com-
pleting the Map of the Commonwealth.

Sent down for concurrence,

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan, 14, 1841.

Concurred—and

Messrs. Shaw, of Bridgewater,
Fay, “ New Braintree,
Coffin, “ Newburyport,

are joined
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

©tunwontoealtf) of

In Senate, Jan. 13, 1841.
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The Special Joint Committee, instructed to consider and
report what legislation is necessary upon the subject
of completing the Map of the Commonwealth, ask
leave to

The map of the State is now nearly completed. The
lines ofcounty and town boundaries, of roads and streams,
are drawn upon the map-sheets, with the exception of
Cape Cod and the Islands; and the original surveys of
these regions are ready to be transferred to the map-sheets,
excepting the towns of Truro and Falmouth. Of these
two towns, the surveys were so defective, that they were

sent back for resurvey. When they will be furnished, the
Committee cannot ascertain ; but the want of them has
caused much delay, and until they are provided, much
progress cannot be made.

The topography, as it is termed, that is, the lines and
shading which indicate the character of the country, as

mountainous, flat, woody, or swampy, are completed for a
large part of the map; and the necessary information for
much the larger part of the remainder, has been obtained.
It was at first stated to the Committee, (through a mis-
take of Mr. Borden,) that the appropriation of last year
was not yet expended ; but it is found not to be so; and
there is now due for work done, an amount which, on the
first of March next, will be about $l3OO ; and the first of
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March is the earliest day at which we suppose the present
method of paying for the map, may be stopped.

The expenses of the Map, exclusive of the amount paid
to Mr. Paine, are, .....$50,523 57

The amount paid to Mr. Paine, .
. 8,893 00

Amount paid on warrants not included
in other accounts, . 405 99

The amount now due, and to be provided
for, to continue the work to the first of
March, 1,500 00

$61,322 56

The preceding sums we have taken from returns made
to us by Mr. Borden, and from documents of former years ;

the last item is an estimate, but cannot be far from the
amount required.

The committee had the hope that the map might now
be sold to responsible map publishers, upon satisfactory
terms, or otherwise placed in their hands for completion
and publication, and distribution among the towns, in such
a way, as to prevent any further expense to the Common-
wealth ; and we give up this hope with great reluctance.
But, after full inquiry, we are satisfied that this cannot
now he done. An amount of capital would he required
to complete the map, and prepare the same for publica-
tion, which all publishers do not possess ; and they who
do possess it, can employ it in a way to give, if not a
greater, at least a speedier and more certain profit. The
map, therefore, can be completed only in one of two ways;
either by the method hitherto pursued of salaried officers
and annual estimates and appropriations, or by specific
contract.
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The Committee are of opinion, that the map has
reached that point in its progress, when the expenses of
completing it can be estimated with accuracy ; and the
work may therefore be done by contract.

The work which remains to be done, is as follows :

First. The map-sheets must be completed.
Second. The lines drawn upon the sheets must be en-

graved upon copper-plates.
From the best examination we have been able to make,

and from the statements and estimates of the persons now
employed upon the map, we are satisfied that the map-
sheets may be completed with the same accuracy and ele-
gance in which they have thus far been constructed, for
about $2,400.

The plates, we think, may be engraved for about
$4,000. When the copper-plates are engraved, the maps
may then be manufactured for sale ; and there will then
be no difficulty in making a satisfactory contract with res-
ponsible map publishers, to supply the counties and towns
with the maps, and pay the Commonwealth for the use of
the plates, a sum which will give back a large part of the
expense incurred. The Committee are satisfied that the
map will be one of great elegance, and very remarkable
accuracy. From estimates of the cost of manufacture,
of the price which will be paid to the Commonwealth for
the use of the plates, and of the sale which persons experi-
enced in this branch of business consider probable, we
have no doubt that a large part of the cost of the map will
be reimbursed.

On these grounds the Committee recommend the fol-
lowing measures, and report the resolves annexed, in or-
der to carry the same into effect.

First. To provide for the work to March 1, by a proper
appropriation.
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Second. To stop, from and after that day, all salaries
and ail work, not provided for by contract.

Third. To authorize the Governor and Council forth-
with to contract with the persons now employed in con-
structing the map, or other suitable persons, to complete
the same, in the manner pursued thus far, including the
topography, and the filling the blank spaces of the map,
with the title, the trigonometrical survey, or such statisti-
cal or other information as the Governor and Council may
direct; provided the same may be completely finished, so
that all the sheets shall be ready for engraving, for not
more than $2,500 ; and provided, also, that it shall be a
part of the contract, that the work shall be finished before
the first day of January, 1842 ; and shall not be paid for,
in part or in whole, until it is wholly finished.

Fourth. The Governor and Council shall be farther
authorized to make contracts for the engraving of the
plates, provided, in their judgment, that work maybe pro-
fitably begun in the present year, and provided, also, the
contract provides that the same shall be completely fin-
ished, in the best manner, for a sum not to exceed
$4,500.

They therefore submit the following resolves.

Per order of the Committee,

THEOPHILUS PARSONS.
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RESOLVES
Concerning the Survey and the Map of the State.

Resolved, That the sum of fifteen hundred dollars be
appropriated to defray the expense of completing the
survey and projecting the map, until the first day of March
next, and that warrants be drawn for so much of that sum
as shall be necessary for that purpose.

Resolved, That the offices created, and the salaries
paid for said survey and map shall wholly cease, and the
work thereon stop, except as provided in the following
Resolves, on and after the said first day of March next.

Resolved, That the Governor and Council are hereby
authorized to contract on the part of the State with the
persons now employed upon the said survey and map, or
other suitable persons, for the completion of said survey,
and the entire projection of the map in the manner pur-
sued thus far, including the topography, and the filling the
blank spaces of the map, with the title, the trigonometri-
cal survey, or such statistical or other information as the
Governor and Council may direct: provided, the same

(KowntontocalHj of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
One.
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may be completely finished, so that all the sheets of the
map shall be entirely ready for engraving, for a sum not
to exceed twenty-five hundred dollars, in addition to any
unexpended balance of the sum appropriated by the first
of these Resolves ; Andprovided, also, that it shall be a part
of the contract, that the work shall be completely finished
before the first day of January next, and shall not be paid
for in part or in whole, until the same is completely
finished.

Resolved, That the Governor and Council are hereby
farther authorized to contract, on the part of the State,
for the engraving of the copper-plates of said map; po-
inded they are of opinion that the work therein may be
profitably begun in the course of the present year; and
provided also, that the contract shall provide, that the
whole work of said engraving shall be completely finished
in the best manner, for a sum not to exceed four thousand
and five hundred dollars.




