
SENATE.....No. 42.

The Committee to whom were referred certain resolutions of the
State of Vermont, recommending an amendment of the Con-
stitution, to restrict the eligibility of the President of the
United States to a single term—as also certain resolutions of
the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, concurring in
the opinions expressed in said resolutions—as also certain
resolutions of the State of Delaware, in favor of such an
amendment, beg leave respectfully to

In considering, and in submitting the annexed resolves, the
Committee have not been unmindful of the objections which
exist, as to any political action on the subject proposed. They
are aware that many persons, and among them many of the
most intelligent citizens of our country, are opposed to any
change in the constitution of the United States. That instru-
ment is regarded by them as the result of concession and com-
promise, adopted in times of difficulty and danger, when the
peculiar circumstances of the country induced a yielding acqui-
escence, on the part of many of the Stales, which would not
have been accorded, in times of security and repose. Its illus-
trious framers are considered by them as having been set apart
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by the people, for the performance of this great work—of hav-
ing been entrusted, in the very infancy of our political being,
with the responsibility of framing a system of government, to
which the circumstances of the country should gradually con-
form, rather than that the system itself should be changed, to
meet the exigencies of the future.

There is, undoubtedly, much weight in these suggestions ;

and it would be difficult to find language, in which to express
our admiration of the wisdom and virtue which were displayed
in the formation of the constitution. That instrument itself
is their most ennobling memorial. It has passed, though but
in its youth, through unexpected trials. It has won to its sup-
port the most determined of its enemies. It has more than
realized the expectations of its friends. In the sunshine of
peace, and in the storms of war, it has been equal to the wants
of the people of the Union ; and the lapse of more than half a
century, which has worn away so many thrones, and defaced
so many charters, has passed without injury over this legacy of
our fathers.

Nor have we been forgetful of the spirit of compromise and
conciliation, which presided over its adoption. We know that
state jealousies were crushed, that private feelings were smoth-
ered, and that sectional interests were yielded up on the altar
of patriotism ; and, though the instrument contains within it-
self the provision for its amendment, yet if the resolutions pro-
posed had a tendency to invade the rights or interests of any
of the original parties to the compact, we would be the last
persons to mar the proportions of the noblest charter which
freedom has ever given to the world.

But the amendment proposed has no such tendency. The
evil to be remedied is not a particular, but a general evil. It
invades, exclusively, no geographical limits. It attacks no
party interests. It alfects alike every section of our country,
every state, and every neighborhood ; and it awakens an anxi-
ety, in the heart of every citizen, who rejoices in our progress-
ive march along the path of prosperity and glory.
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We feel, further, the less repugnance to the change proposed,
because it is one of the very kind which was contemplated by
the convention by whom it was framed. In the formation of
the leading features of the instrument, and in the application of
the principles upon which governments are founded, they had
the history of the world before them, from which, as well they
as we might deduce the proper maxims to influence the forma-
tion of our own. But in reference to these practical details,
they had no precedents to follow ; and the illustrious advocate
of the constitution, he without whose aid, it is hardly too much
to say, it would not have been adopted, has considered this as
one of those cases where a feeling of inconvenience, or the ex-
perience of evil, must correct the mistakes incident to the most
comprehensive reason.

It is also worthy of remark, that the convention was almost
equally divided upon this very subject. Twice, during their
discussion of it, the eligibility of the President was limited to
one term ; and once the duration of his office was fixed at
seven years. Yarious reasons were urged to induce them to
recede from these positions; but the prevailing reason seemed
to arise from the conviction, that while a period of seven
years would be too long for an unfaithful or a dangerous offi-
cer, yet the power of re-electing a useful man, would extend
the utility of his talents, and prolong to the people the advan-
tages of a wise and virtuous administration.

Nothing is more plausible than those principles which met
with the final approbation of the convention. But the objec-
tion arises, not from the unsoundness of the principles them-
selves, but from the occurrence of facts which limit and con-
trol the application of them. The constitution, it will be
recollected, was designed for the thirteen States ; and though
the admission of new States was contemplated, yet the loftiest
flight of the imagination, at that time, did not take in the
subsequent increase of our territorial extent, or the more won-
derful change in the character of our pursuits. In fact, the
improvements in the application of steam alone have changed,
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in a great measure, and are destined still more to change, the
character of our industry. They have opened to us a clime
of boundless extent, and of inexhaustible fertility ; and in
reference to the immediate effect of their efforts, it is hardly
too much to say, that the genius of Fulton, more than the
genius of Columbus, discovered a new world.

These important changes, either in our territorial extent or
in our industry, the members of the convention could not have
foreseen. They could not have foreseen, that the invention of
a Whitney could change the productions of the southern
States ; that the people of New England should leave the
ocean and the soil for the factory and the workshop, and that
their very bread should be brought to them from beyond “the
father of rivers.” They could not have imagined to what extent
party feeling would spring up, or sectional interests arise; how
far the loud cry of the demagogue would drown the call of
the people for a man of pure aims and of an exalted ambition ;

nor how the self-aggrandizing leaders of an unprincipled fac-
tion would stand at the very threshold of a new administra-
tion, and oppose every step of its progress in the path of use-
fulness. Still less could they have supposed, that a distin-
guished citizen of the Union, called by the voice of the peo-
ple to the very summit of his country’s honors, selected by
them as their constitutional head, and not the head of a party,
with every inducement which could prompt a noble mind,
emulous of fame, to leave a bright record of his deeds, in the
annals of the world, would call to his aid the ambitious and the
desperate, awaken the prejudices of the ignorant, swell to a
wind every breeze of popular passion, fan the slumbering embers
of sectional animosity, to win the temporary confidence of the
people, and to sacrifice, as well their interests as his own honor,
upon the altar of his own unhallowed ambition.

Although, therefore, the provision of the constitution, which
makes the President re-eligible, might have been a judicious
measure, when considered with reference to the original thir-
teen States, and to the character of their inhabitants, it may
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still be true, that it is wholly unsuited to other circumstances,
to other men, and to other times.

It is deeply to be regretted, that the journals of the conven-
tion do not contain a more full report of the reasons, which
induced that body to admit this feature into the constitution.
The Madison Papers contain, merely, a brief sketch of the
debates upon this subject; and the arguments, which were
addressed to the people of the several States, in favor of its
adoption, being the production of an individual who was him-
self opposed to this particular provision, but who, with an en-
lightened liberality, threw into the scale of his country’s wel-
fare the weight of his own character, his influence and his
talents, contain, probably, by no means a full exposition of
tbe feelings of those by whom that provision was advocated.
From the most full report, however, which exists of their pro-
ceedings and of their views, their prevailing motive, evidently,
was the one alluded to, of giving a greater permanency to a
good system of administration, and of enabling the people
to show their approbation of a faithful ofiicer, by calling him
again to the discharge of duties which he had once shown his
ability to perform. It was urged by them, in the debate, that
a change in the presiding officer of the government would
almost necessarily be followed by a change of measures ;

inasmuch as the election of a successor would be considered as
a rebuke of the incumbent, and as an admonition to the for-
mer to discard his councils. But it is difficult to perceive how
this result would naturally follow, in cases where the President
is not re-eligible. If he is not to be a candidate for a second
election, whether his measures have been right or wrong can
never be, in this respect, a matter of importance, except so far
as they are advocated or opposed by the candidates for the suc-
cession. If those measures have been deservedly popular, and
have met with the decided approbation of the people, the strife
will be, which shall show the most earnestness in their approval,
and the most cordiality and efficiency in their support. Hut,
on the other hand, when they have met with the reprobation
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of the people, the contest will be placed either upon personal
considerations, or upon the wisdom of some new course of
policy. The correctness of this conclusion, it is believed, is
not unsupported by facts, and it is probable, that the impartial
pen of some future historian will record, that the claims of a
candidate for that high office have been placed, not so much
upon his services, his talents, or his virtues, as upon his prom-
ises to carry out the views and feelings of his predecessor.

But, where the office of President is a re-eligible one, and
where the incumbent himself is a candidate for a re-election,
there are strong reasons to fear the evils of a fluctuating pol-
icy. His measures, in that case, become at once the promi-
nent object of attack. His opponents encounter him at the
very threshold of his administration ; and, instead of suffering
him to go on through even the first term of his office unim-
peded by obstacles, and unfettered by opposition, it becomes
their interest to thwart his measures, and to destroy their use-
fulness, for the purpose of weakening his claims upon the con-
fidence of the people. If, then, these suggestions of interest
are carried out by corresponding effort—if, either from a dis-
trust of the incumbent, a disapproval of his measures, or from
a partiality for the services or the pretensions of a more fortu-
nate rival, success crowns the undertaking, the successor will
feel a strong bias to adopt the apparent sentiments of the peo-
ple, however equivocally expressed, aud to change a repro-
bated system of measures, however useful.

Such, to some extent, has been already the operation of this
feature of the constitution, and without a reference to particular
instances, some of the most useful measures of our most highly
gifted executive officers, have been thwarted and destroyed,
by the strife which political ambition has thus engendered.

Another motive which exerted a strong influence upon the
minds of the convention was the danger to be apprehended
from executive usurpation. They rightly appreciated the
honor attached to the office of President of the United States;
they knew the corrupting influences of power; they foresaw
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the reluctance with which an ambitious man, who had filled
that high and responsible office for but four short years, would
retire to the comparative quiet of a private station, with a con-
sciousness that the doors of office were to be closed upon him
thenceforth forever,—and they naturally feared, that he would
employ the time of his continuance in. office, in strengthening
his influence, in enlisting in his support the assistance of the
leading men of the country, and at its expiration, that he would
throw down the constitutional barriers, and usurp, by force,
the power which he could not otherwise retain.

It is not in the least a matter of surprise, that a people who
had but just emerged from the distresses of a protracted war,
in which the established institutions of the country had been
prostrated by military force, should look with distrust upon the
power of him, who was to be the source, in a great degree,
both of civil and ofmilitary preferment. It is well known, that
the society of the Cincinnati, a body of men composed of the
well-tried, well-proved, war-worn officers of the revolution,
associated for the purpose of perpetuating the bond of their
brotherhood, and of relieving the necessities of those who had
beggared themselves in the service - of their country, was
regarded with feelings of extreme jealousy, as tending
to consolidate and harmonize the military talent of the
country ; —and, when they reflected upon the unbounded influ-
ence possessed by the illustrious commander-in-chief of the
American army over the minds of his countrymen, it was natu-
ral that they should apprehend, that some future military com-
mander, more ambitious, but less honest, would enlist their
interests in his support, and build up a splendid military gov-
ernment upon the ruin of our republican institutions.

But the history of our country has shown the groundlessness
of all these apprehensions. Five of our presidents have volun-
tarily declined a candidacy for re-election, at the expiration of
their second term ; and of the remaining two, whose re-elec-
tions were successfully opposed, one of them retired to private
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life with the cheerfulness and dignity of a philosopher, while
the other, after performing with signal ability the duties of the
highest office of the government, instead of “ wandering among
the people, like a discontented ghost, and sighing for a place
he was destined never more to possess,” has entered anew the
service of his country, in another capacity, and has thencefor-
ward labored in her cause, with a zeal not less ardent, and a
devotion not less useful.

There has, as yet, been but a single instance, in which an
attempt has been made, by any of our ex-presidents, to excite
popular discontent, or to exert an influence in the choice of his
successor; and in that case, notwithstanding his strong hold
upon the feelings of the people, his interference was regarded
as an unwarrantable invasion of the popular rights, and the cry
of party adulation and flattery was drowned by the indignant
voice of rebuke and reprobation.

Nor is it easy to perceive the force of the reason referred to,
that a provision for there-eligibility of the President is necessary,
in order to restrain him from the usurpation of the executive pow-
er. The thirst for office does not become less intense, by the
length of its continuance. On the contrary, the passion for power
grows stronger by the aliment on which it feeds, and the same
motive which would prompt an ambitious officer to trample upon
the constitution of his country, at the expiration of four years,
would be still stronger at the end of his second term; unless,
indeed, a forcible usurpation should be prevented by the hope
of a repeated re-election, to be continued during his life.

If such a re-election should, in each case, be the unsought
and unbiassed expression of the popular will, even then, it may
be questioned whether it would conduce either to the perma-
nency of our institutions, or to the general prosperity of the
country. But if it should be induced by the influence of offi-
cial patronage, though the government might still be a republic
in name, it would be in fact an elective monarchy, and perhaps
a despotism.

It is true that there have been cases, though not of frequent
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occurrence, where particular men have been needed to act in
trying emergencies. Such was the case, for example, when
Cinciunatus was called to lead the Roman armies. And even in
our own country, perhaps no one else could have been found,
who would have brought to a successful issue, the war of the
revolution. But the time has gone by, when the preservation
of our political existence is to depend upon anyone man, in the
office of President. So limited is his power; so hemmed in
is he, in its exercise, by the judicious checks and balances of
the constitution ; so dependent upon the co-operation of con-
gress, for the means to make himself useful, that unless he shall
be what no President has hitherto been, the emergency which
would make the election of any particular person, over all oth-
ers, indispensable to our safety, would be an event which
would justify the exercise of dictatorial power.

But, on the other hand, there is danger to be apprehended
from the repeated election of any individual to that high office.
The convention judged rightly when they threw around it
the safeguards which now encircle it. But, with the appre-
hensions which were naturally incident to that military age, they
erred in their estimation of the nature of the danger which was
thereafter to threaten the work of theirhands. If the government
of this country is destined ever to be subverted, it will not be
by the strong arm and the fearless heart of the soldier, but by
the more slow and certain process of corrupting the ballot-box.
The open and grasping ambition of the former would be met
with a prompt and a vigorous resistance ; but what prudence .

can guard against the silent and stealthy tread of the intrigu-
ing politician ?

We would not be understood to imply that the people of
this country will consent, under any circumstances, to the
establishment of a monarchical government. But while we
hate the form we may embrace the substance. The Roman
people detested the very name of “ king and yet the same
people, for hundreds of years, continued the willing slaves of
their emperors. The form of a government is, comparatively,

2
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nothing, its spirit is every thing ; and if by the exercise of his
official power, either in pensioning and corrupting the press,
or in dishonestly perverting to his purposes the efforts of those
to whom the people look for guidance and direction in the
formation of their opinions, the President obtains the power of
securing his own re-election or the election of his successor,
the form of the government may indeed be a republic, but the
government itself will be a monarchy.

We need hardly refer to historical examples, to apprize us
that the tendency is natural, from the form of the one to the
spirit of the other. The evidence of this tendency is dis-
played in the history of every republic which has ever flour-
ished and fallen.

Nor is it necessary to adduce evidence to support the posi-
tion, that a government which may be popular in form, popu-
lar in name, and popular, even, in the practical estimation of
the people over whom it is placed, may yet be a despotism.
What was Rome under the government of Augustus? An
elective monarchy ! From the year of his accession to the
throne to the very last year of his life, he was chosen, periodi-
cally, to the office of a despot: and those persons to whom
his word alone was life or death, continued to exercise the
useless prerogative of calling him to be their ruler.

Nor is this an anomalous example in the history of nations.
There are cases of a similar nature, existing both in Europe
and in America, where, although the governments are nomi-
nally elective, yet the power of election is exercised only in
name.

Our own country, in the brief period of its political exist-
ence, can furnish us, upon this subject, with no decisive ex-
amples. But while we would indulge in no idle forebodings,
yet, in reference to the past, we would seriously inquire, if
there is nothing in our experience calculated to awaken the
anxiety of the patriot as to the permanency of our free institu-
tions ? That our Presidents, hitherto, have manifested no
desire to extend the time of their continuance in office beyond
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the precedent established by Washington, is a tribute rather to
their praise than to the wisdom of this constitutional provision.
But we should remember, that succeeding officers may be more
corrupt, and that the people hereafter may be more confiding ;

and although we may have, as yet, sustained no injury by
reason of the provision, yet it is its tendency to evil, against
which we are to guard.

If it is urged that the example of the father of his country
has given, already, to this precedent the sanction of a law, we
ask, in reply, then why not make this sanction—effectual as it
now is upon the mind of a virtuous man—effectual also as a
barrier to the career of ambition ? Five of our Presidents have
given practical evidence of their belief, that eight years should
be the limit to the continuance of any one man in the presi-
dential office ; and four of them have given, in express terms,
the reasons for their belief. The late President expressed a
confident opinion, that such officer should be, in no case, re-
eligible ; and in this opinion the distinguished individual who
is so soon to succeed the present incumbent, most fully con-
curs ; and even if no change in the constitution, in this respect,
is adopted, we have the guaranty of his high character for the
belief that his practice, in this respect, will be coincident with
his professions. The opinions of these experienced men are
fully sustained, as we think, by the public sentiment. Why
not then give to that public sentiment the force of positive en-
actment ? Why should we continue to expose ourselves to
the possibility of danger, when, from the proud eminence which
we now occupy, we can trace the billowy rise and fall of re-
publics, as far almost as the eye can stretch towards the dim
horizon of the past.

Believing, therefore, that the office of President should be
limited in its duration to a single term, and with a view of pro-
moting an amendment of the constitution in this respect, the
Committee unanimously report the accompanying resolves.

But there is connected with the order which was referred to

us, though not expressly embraced therein, a subject which we
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cannot well omit, in the conclusion of this report. We allude
to the extension of the number of years which are to compose
the presidential term.

Wc have already remarked, that while the subject which we
are considering was under discussion in the convention, the
length of the term was, at one time, fixed at seven years.
Prom their reported proceedings, it seems to be evident that
the reason of the restriction to a shorter period, was the adop-
tion of the provision for the re-eligibility of the President; and
it may be said, with as near an approach to certainty as we
can ever speak of the unexpressed opinions of men from con-
siderations arising from their conduct, that, had it not been for
this provision, they would have fixed upon a longer period, if
not with perfect unanimity, at least by a large majority of the
votes of the convention.

It will be remembered, also, that not only the public senti-
ment of the people of the Union, as expressed in their conduct,
but also the opinions of all the distinguished men who have
ever filled the presidential chair, have been in favor of a simi-
lar extension; and in a government like ours, where both the
constitution and the laws are nothing more than the expressed
opinion of the popular will, this strong and constantly repeated
expression of the public sentiment would seem to be a suffi-
cient reason for the recommendation of the amendment refer-
red to. But the correctness of this sentiment, and the expedi-
ency of the proposed change, are, in our opinion, manifested
by the facts which have occurred in our political history. Next
to the stability of our institutions, are to be regarded a cordial
union and a kindness of feeling among the different members
of the government, and the permanency of a well arranged and
wise sy'stem of measures. But these objects can never be at-
tained, to any considerable extent, while the change in the ex-
ecutive government is liable to be made at the end of every
four years.

So honorable has become the office of President of the Unit-
ed States, so extensive is his patronage, so great is the oppor-
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tunity afforded him of multiplying his usefulness, and of leav-
ing in the affections of his countrymen a grateful remembrance
of his talents and virtues, that it may well be considered the
highest political object ‘of human ambition. But it is an office
which will be sought for, as well by the selfish and intriguing
politician, as by the man of disinterested patriotism and virtue,
and when the office is made vacant at the end of every four
years, the political harmony of the whole country will be con-
stantly interrupted by the discordant sounds of party strife.
The officer, for one presidential term, will hardly have entered
upon his duties, before the leading men of the country will
begin to struggle for the succession. Those persons, who else
would have labored together with an honest aim and a com-
mon object, will rival each other only in an attempt to destroy
each other’s usefulness. Men will leave the support of mea-
sures which have been proved and tried, and strike out for
themselves fanciful theories, to attract the public gaze and win
the popular admiration. Politicians from different portions of
the Union will endeavor to strengthen their own claims, by
exciting sectional feelings among those who have still but a
common interest. In short, the very purposes of government
will be, in this respect, perverted; for, instead of being consti-
tuted “to form a more perfect union, establish justice,” and
“ insure domestic tranquillity,” it will practically recognize the
doctrine, that the people were created for the honor and emol-
ument of men.

We have had occasion, again and again, to regret the exist-
ence, and we may say the increase of the evils to which we
have referred. The spirit of party has seemed to grow stronger
in its virulence, and our political partisans more systematic in
their efforts not only to array one section of the Union against
another, but to throw the weight of sectional prejudice upon
the characters of pure and exalted public men.

The existence of these evils, as we apprehend, can be, in a
great measure, prevented, by extending the period of the presi-
dential office to the term of six years. The rancorous feelings
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which such a contest will always engender, will then have
time to subside, the angry passions of personal animosity
to become tranquil, and the flame of patriotism can, for a time,
burn on, unmingled with the baleful fires of party.

In the belief that the principles embraced in this report are
but the expressions of the decided sentiment of the people, the
Committee recommend the passage of the accompanying
resolves.
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RESOLVES

Relating to the re-eligibility of the President of the
United States, and to the limitation of the office to a
single term of six years.

Resolved, by. the Senate and House of Representatives,
That the constitution of the United States should be so
far amended as to restrict the eligibility of the President
of the United States to a single term.

Resolved , That the term of office of the President of
the United States, should continue for the space of six
years.

Resolved , That our Senators and Representatives in
Congress be, and they are hereby requested to use their
best endeavors to procure amendments of the constitution
of the United States, according to the principles in the
foregoing Resolves.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be re-

CommontotaltJj of iHassartjuscttß*

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-one.
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quested to transmit a copy of the foregoing Resolves to
each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress,
and to the governors of the several States, with a request
that they lay the same before their respective Legisla-
tures.
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In General Assembly, )

October 21, 1840. £

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives,
That the Senators in Congress from this State be, and they
are hereby instructed, and our Representatives in Congress be,
and they are hereby requested to use their best endeavors to
procure such an amendment to the constitution of the United
States as will restrict the eligibility of the President of the
United States to a single term.

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy
of the foregoing resolution to each of our Senators and Repre-
sentatives from this State in the Congress of the United States ;

also to the Executive of each State in the Union, that the
same, may be laid before their several legislatures for their
co-operation in procuring said amendment.

Secretary’s Office, >

Montpelier, October 30, 1840. 5
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of resolutions passed

by the Legislature of the State of Yermont on the twenty-first
day of October, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred and forty.

CHAUNCEY L. KNAPP,
Secretary of State.

Executive Department, >

Shoreham, November 10, 1840. )

Sir,—In compliance with the request of the Senate and
3

STATE OF VERMONT.
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House of Representatives, I have the honor to forward to
your address a copy of the accompanying resolutions.

With great respect,
Your obedient servant,

S. H. JENISON.
The Governor of Massachusetts.

A Joint Resolution on the subject of amending the Constitution
of the United States.

Be it Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of
Indiana, That we concur in the opinion expressed in the fol-
lowing joint resolution of the state of Vermont, approved
October 22d, 1840 r “ Resolved, by the Senate and House of
Representatives, that the senators in Congress from this state
be, and they are hereby instructed, and our representatives in
Congress be, and they are hereby requested, to use their best
endeavors to procure such an amendment to the constitution
of the United States as will restrict the eligibility of the Pres-
ident of the United States to a single term.”

Be it further Resolved, That the governor be requested to
transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each of our
senators and representatives in Congress, and to the governor
of each of the states,, with the request that they lay the same
before their respective legislatures.

SAMUEL JUDAH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

SAMUEL HALL,
President of the Senate.

Approved, January 14, 1841.
SAMUEL BIGGER.

STATE OF INDIANA.
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Executive Department, )

Indianapolis, January 14, 1841. 5
His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir,—In compliance with the request of the General As-
sembly, 1 have the honor to forward a copy of their “joint
resolutions on the subject of amending the constitution of the
United States,” and to request that the same may be laid be-
fore the legislature of Massachusetts.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL BIGGER.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Delaware, in General Assembly met, That the
Senators in Congress from this State be instructed, and our
Representatives in Congress requested, to use their best efforts
to procure such amendments to the constitution of the United
States, as will restrict the eligibility of the President of the
United States to a single term.

Resolved
,

That the governor be requested to forward a copy
of the foregoing resolution to each of our senators in congress ;

also, to the executive of each State of the Union, that the same
may be laid before their respective legislatures, for their co-
operation in procuring said amendment.

R. HOUSTON,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
C. POLK,

Speaker of the Senate.

STATE OF DELAWARE.
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Department of State, )

Dover , Feb. 17th, 1841. J
His Excellency the Governor of the State of Massachusetts.

Sir,—By the direction of His Excellency Governor Cooper,
I have the honor to transmit you the enclosed copy of resolu-
tions adopted by the General Assembly of this State, with the
request that the same may be laid before the Legislature of the
State over which you preside.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Very respectfully,

Yours, &c.,

JOHN W. HOUSTON,
Secretary of State.

House or Representatives, Jan. 23, 1841.

The foregoing resolutions are referred to
Messrs. Walley, of Roxbury.

Parsons, of Gloucester, and
Newell, of Wilbraham

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 25, 1841,

Concurred : and Messrs, Bates and Whitmarsh are joined.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.
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Executive Department, >

Frankfort, Ky. February 10, 1841. 5
Sib,— I have the honor to enclose to you, by the request of

the General Assembly of Kentucky, a copy of “ Resolutions
in relation to an amendment of the Constitution of the United
States,” to which your attention is respectfully invited.

1 have the honor to be,

With great respect, yours, &c.

R. P. LETCHER.

His Excellency John Davis,
Governor of Massachusetts.

Resolutions in relation to an amendment of the Constitution
of the United States.

Resolved, That in the opinion of the General Assembly of
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Constitution of the United
States should be so amended as to restrict the President from
serving more than one term; and that an amendment to that
effect should be presented by the Congress of the United States
to the several States, for their consideration.

Resolved, further, That the Governor cause a copy of the
foregoing Resolution to be transmitted to our Senators and
Representatives in Congress, to be presented by them to the

STATE OF KENTUCKY.
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Congress of the United States, and likewise to the Executives
of the several States, to be laid before their respective Legisla-
tures.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MANLIUS V. THOMSON,
Speaker of the Senate.

Approved 10th February, 1841.
R. P. LETCHER,

JAMES HARLAN, Secretary of State.
the Governor,

C. S. MOREHEAD,






