
SENATE INo. 47.

Boston, March 4, 1841.
Hon. Daniel P. King,

President of the Senate

Sir :—ln the year 1812, the Legislature of this Common-
wealth incorporated William Bartlett, Samuel Spring, Joseph
Lyman, Jedediah Morse, Samuel Worcester, William Phillips
and John Hooker, into a body politic, by the name of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, for
the purpose of propagating the Gospel in heathen lands, by
supporting missionaries and diffusing a knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures. The seventh section of that act provides “ that
one quarter part of the annual income, from the funds of said
board, shall be faithfully appropriated to defray the expense of
imparting the Holy Scriptures to unevangelized nations in their
own languages .” As a member of that board, I have long
felt, that there was due, from all the friends of this cause, to
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a lasting debt of grati-
tude, for this patronizing act.

By a recent arrival from the Sandwich Islands, I have re-
ceived one copy of the Bible, translated by the missionaries
into the native language, and printed and bound by the native
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artisans. The object of this note is, respectfully, to ask leave
to present this volume, through you, Sir, to the Commonwealth,
as an expression, on my part, of duty and gratitude ; while it
will serve also to evince the sincerity of purpose, and the suc-
cessful enterprize of our countrymen, the American missiona-
ries.

It is not yet twenty-one years since these men first landed
on the shores of Oahu, and now, by their labors, the language
has been reduced to form; the spinning wheel, the loom, the
plough, and the printing press, are in active operation there.
Thirty thousand natives can read, fifteen thousand children are
in the schools, ten thousand copies of the New Testament and
twenty thousand copies of the entire Bible are printed and in
circulation, and, in compliance with the act of incorporation,
in the native language.

If the chief glory of every nation arises from its authors,
may not we reasonably rejoice, as Americans, and as fellow-
citizens of Massachusetts, that from the bosom of our venerat-
ed Commonwealth, have gone forth the men who have waked
up the sleeping intellect of the islanders, have unlocked the
treasures of wisdom in the word of God, and lifted the banner
of Christianity to the view of a whole nation !

With sentiments of high personal consideration,

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your fellow-citizen,

SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG.
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In Senate, March 4, 1841.

Committed to the Committee on the Library.

Sent down for concurrence,

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, March 4, 1841.

Concurred,

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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Senate, March 5, 1841.

The Joint Standing Committee on the Library, to whom was
referred a letter from the Hon. S. T. Armstrong, with a copy
of the Bible in the language of the Sandwich Islands, res-
pectfully

The Bible in the language of the Sandwich Islands has been
placed in the library of the Commonwealth. The committee
regard it as an interesting evidence of the zeal and ability of
American missionaries ; and of the determination of the Amer-
ican Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, faithfully to
execute the great purpose of spreading abroad the Holy Scrip-
tures, for which their charter was granted them by this Com-
monwealth.

THEOPHILUS PARSONS.

order of the committee,
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